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Acroba® Jaquelyn Sparks

poverty of lifedWallace Stevens

Poetry is a purging of the world's poverty and change and evil an
death. It is a present perfecting, a satisfaction in the irremediable




Tardy
by Ideen Tabatabai

Driving past these hopscotshhadowed steps
Raises memories of monkey bar tangles
Seesaw ups and downs

And tingles in the heel from wood chips trespassing through my shoes.

I rumble past this now desolate space

My hands gripped to the steering wheel

Commanding this aluminum machine

Emulating those onrBme voyages on that stationary playground vessel
In our stretchedut tshirts, skidded knees, and untied shoes.

I look ahead to the mile marker

And look back

At the shaving cream covered desks

Starstudded tootsie pops

And blacktop races

Where our soles hit concrete harder than I hit this pedal
Where admonishments slid off our backs, and

Where strength was measured in bravery.

| turn my head towards the front
Watching the road grow longer

As the scene behind grows smaller
Leaving innocence behind

As | ride away.

Actién
by Austin Kirk

Without the need to leap or leave,

the ideal stands apart from the keep of History.
Although a necessary retrieve,

cries for action the family.

Young but strong arms sway

gently in the red and blue sunset tinted air.
The &rbol holding precious fruit looks to say,
tempting, fiCome eat this fruit,
But all this hostility is just an illusiah

or at least that it is a right given of her strong

arms. Others, not she, justify exclusion.

But, what make with this controlling throng?

Action is always beyond the fork of wrong and wrong,
in the road onevay long.
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Cloud Cow$ Jaquelyn Sparks
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