
   

 

The Scarab 2008 

    

26th  Edition 



 2 

 

The Scarab  

Oklahoma City Universityõs 

Official Literary Anthology 

    

The common eye sees only the outside of things, and judges 
by that, but the seeing eye pierces through and reads the heart 
and soul. ðMark Twain 

 

Best House 2ðNicholas Sowell 



 3 

 

 Editors-in-Chief 

 Maggie Warren  

 Kristin May  

 Poetry Editors 

 Kelly Kinser 

 Amanda Brunt 

 Fiction Editors 

 Holli Binion 

 Sarah Forester 

 Non-Fiction Editors 

 Joe Caputo 

 John Blake Wolf 

 Sponsor 

 Dr. Terry Phelps 

    The Scarab is published annually by the Oklahoma City 

University chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the International English 

Honor Society. Opinions and beliefs expressed herein do not 

necessarily reflect those of the university, the chapter, or the 

editors. 

Submissions are accepted from students, faculty, and 
staff.  Address all correspondence to The Scarab c/o Dr. Terry 
Phelps, 2501 N. Blackwelder, Oklahoma City, OK 73106, or 
email ocuscarab@yahoo.com. 

The Scarab is not responsible for returning submitted 
work. All submissions are subject to editing. 

mailto:ocuscarab@yahoo.com


 4 

 

Table of Contents  
   COVER  

(art) Wilva Davis- Shannon Crider 

2   Best House 2- Nicholas Sowell 

4 TABLE OF CONTENTS 
6  (art) Think Control  ï Jaquelyn Sparks 

7 POETRY  
 (art) Acrobat - Jaquelyn Sparks 

8   Tardy  - Ideen Tabatabi 

 Actión ï Austin Kirk  

(art) Cloud Cows ï Jaquelyn Sparks 

9   Poker -  Ideen Tabatabi 

 Lambda Alpha Epsilon ï Ted Stoller 

10  Emily  ï Ted Stoller  

Desert of My Heart ï Balaji Raju 

11 Sentimentality ï Nicholas Sowell  

The Coffee Shop ï Cotey Bowman 

12 The Un-Mending Wall  ï Dr. Mark Griffin 

 Jazzy Jello ï Nicole A. Fancher 

 On the Spur of the Moment -  Anais Lee Yan Ling 

 (art) Stonehenge - Maggie Warren 

13 A Garden Called Time ï Joseph E.Gregory III  

Cloud: The Mountainôs Lover ï Bhargava R. Kotur 

(art) Fair Pariah  ï Shannon Crider 

14 Lines of Angry Clay ï Joseph E. Gregory III 

 Turning to Stars ï Dr. Abigail Keegan 

 A Reflection - T. Daniel Beverly 

15 Daily Love Letters ï Dr. Abigail Keegan 

 Under the Sky of Paris ï Kristin May 

16 Meeting Walt Whitman at Nirvana  ï Dr. Abigail Keegan  

Cloud: The Queen ï Bhargava R. Kotur 

17 William and Catherine Blake ï Dr. Abigail Keegan  

Sabe ï Joe Collins 

(art) Inside the Walls ï Maggie Warren 

 Sabe Translation ï Dr. Mark Griffin 

18 My Prarie Dreamé - Andrew Knife Chief 

 Untitled ï Andrew Knife Chief 

19 Boroujerdôs Winter Night-1955 ï Dr. Zahara Karimipour 

 (art) Staininshaw Rosa ï Shannon Crider 

20  Natura Humana - Clarence Danmarc Ceniza 

 Silhouettes - Clarence Danmarc Cenzia 



 5 

 

 (art) Summer Silhouettes-Purple - Clarence Danmarc Cenzia 

  

21 When the Waters Rose ï Trey Brendan Marzloff 

 (art) Berkley ï Nicholas Sowell 

21 So Long Suzy ï Nicholas Sowell 

23 Starry Night  ï Ana Todorova 

 The Umbrella ï Kristin May 

 (art) Bridge Over ï Dawn Grooms 

24 Automat ï Kelly Kinser 

 Nocturne in Black and Gold ï Kelly Kinser 

 (art) ï Nate Hey 

25 Thirteen Ways of Looking at a fence -  Kelly Kinser 

(art) Nate Hey 

26 The Peak and I ï Francisca Simon 

 A Little Inspiration  ï Heather Pederson 

 (art) Save Me ï Dawn Grooms 

27 Daydream ï Heather Pederson 

 (art) Sammi ï Dawn Grooms 

 You.Me. ï William Fredrick Steuernagel V 

 And the troopsé - Jake Miller 

 So this is what is feels like to be swept off  

your feet ï Heather Pederson 

28 The Poet ï Najah Hylton 

29 Lilyôs Garden ï Ali D. Prather  

Window ï Tinisha (LaRayé) Williams 

 (art) Nate Hey 

30 Circumnavigation ï Jacob L. Mckenzie 

(art) Unbroken ï Shannon Crider 

31 Butterflies ï Ali D. Prather 

 So Damn Foolish ï Ali D. Prather 

 Sunset ï Tinisha (LaRayé) Williams 

32 We Real Cool ï Jillian Calip  

War  ï Patrick Malone 

(art) Eugina Rosa ï Shannon Crider 

33 Family Meeting on a Rainforest Couch ï Patrick Malone 

Yard Sale ï Patrick Malone 

(art) Albin Rosa ï Shannon Crider 

34 Manôs Best Friend ï Aubrey Perry  

35  Notes From Freedom ï Leia K. Eubanks 

 The Epoch ï Anthony Scabby 

 (art) Alota Wata ï Maggie Warren 

36 The Prettiest Girl with the Knobbiest Knees ï Blake Wolf 

 (collaborative art) posturing toward her Exit  ï Laura Sabolich 

37 Psycho Physics ï Blake Wolf 



 6 

 

 (collaborative art) ï The Fairest Face has started to slide ï Laura Sabolich 

38 Piece of the Puzzle ï Chandra Kroll 

 Reflection ï Chandra Kroll 

39  The Open Sea ï Chandra Kroll 

 Black Sock - Maggie Warren 

 (art) Dream Boat ï Joseph E. Gregory III 

40 I améA Savage ï Andrew Knife Chief 

 The Half Tree ï Andrew Knife Chief 

 (art) Nate Hey 

41  FICTION  
 (art) daily 17 ï M. Rae Cooper 

42  Wish I Could Do That ï Gina Jennings 

43  (art) - Nate Hey 

44 The Other Gods ï Amanda D. Bomcord Doerr 

45  Excerpt from of Fall of the Four ï Adam Wayne Shahan 

49 (art)  - Nate Hey 

50 Looking for a Bride  ï Natalie Fagan 

 In Memoriam  ï M. Rae Cooper 

51 Whiskey Lullaby  ï Larisa Chancey 

56 Bruise ï Brandon Stauffer 

60  NONFICTION 
 (art) Nate Hey 

61 Robyn ï Chris Large 

62 Healing ï Dee Mathis 

63 (art) Shannon, six and three quarters ï Shannon Crider 

64 (art) TTVGeisha ï Jacquelyn Sparks 

 Walking Like An Egyptian  ï Amanda Brunt 

66 I Bought A Red Balloon ï Jennifer White 

   Excerpt from Chapter Two of Memoir  ï Ted Stoller 

69 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

70

Think ControlðJaquelyn Sparks 



 7 

 

Poetry 

    

 

 

Poetry is a purging of the world's poverty and change and evil and 

death. It is a present perfecting, a satisfaction in the irremediable 

poverty of life. ðWallace Stevens 

AcrobatðJaquelyn Sparks 
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Tardy 
by Ideen Tabatabai 

 

Driving past these hopscotch-shadowed steps 

Raises memories of monkey bar tangles 

Seesaw ups and downs 

And tingles in the heel from wood chips trespassing through my shoes. 

 

I rumble past this now desolate space 

My hands gripped to the steering wheel 

Commanding this aluminum machine 

Emulating those one-time voyages on that stationary playground vessel 

In our stretched-out t-shirts, skidded knees, and untied shoes. 

  

I look ahead to the mile marker 

And look back 

At the shaving cream covered desks 

Star-studded tootsie pops 

And blacktop races 

Where our soles hit concrete harder than I hit this pedal 

Where admonishments slid off our backs, and 

Where strength was measured in bravery.  

  

I turn my head towards the front 

Watching the road grow longer 

As the scene behind grows smaller 

Leaving innocence behind 

As I ride away. 

  

 

Actión  
by Austin Kirk 

  

Without the need to leap or leave, 

the ideal stands apart from the keep of History. 

Although a necessary retrieve, 

cries for actión the family. 

Young but strong arms sway  

gently in the red and blue sunset tinted air. 

The árbol holding precious fruit looks to say, 

tempting, ñCome eat this fruit, if you dare!ò 

But all this hostility is just an illusionð 

or at least that it is a right given of her strong 

arms.  Others, not she, justify exclusion. 

But, what make with this controlling throng? 

Actión is always beyond the fork of wrong and wrong, 

in the road one-way long. 
Cloud CowsðJaquelyn Sparks 


