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Now that we have been at Oklahoma City
University for over a year, Brenda and I are encouraged by
your continuing support, uplifted by the dedication of our great faculty
and staff, and inspired by our students. We love the university, its tradi-
tions, and its hope for the future – and we are honored to be part of
that future.

We are inspired by the people who have done so much for this
institution, leaving a legacy of love and support for our students. 

The Oklahoma City University family honors the memories of Trustee
Dr. Clara E. Jones, who died June 27, and OCU Sports Hall of Fame member Abe
Lemons, who died September 2. In many ways, these two individuals personified the
kind of support of our students featured in this issue of Focus Magazine:

� In addition to her other generous donations of money and service to the university,
Clara Jones understood the importance of scholarships for Oklahoma City University
students, establishing the Clara Jones Scholarship (for United Methodist students
attending the university) and the George C. Jones Scholarship (a scholarship for
business majors in memory of her husband).

� Abe Lemons was a great motivator of students and fellow coaches, and the Abe
Lemons Scholarship continues to grow. Donations in his memory can be made to
this fund to help our scholar-athletes attend the university.

Uncounted future students will be grateful that scholarships exist bearing the names
Jones and Lemons, because they can focus more time on pursuing academic excellence

and less time on working their
way through college.

Remember, donations to
endowed scholarships have a

double impact, because in addition to promoting individual students’ success, they
strengthen the long-term financial health of the university. Like most private insti-
tutions of our type, every student who comes to Oklahoma City University directly
affects our annual budget. Scholarships are one of the main factors students con-
sider in choosing a university.

I hope you will join me in supporting the university’s scholarship programs, by
asking potential students to check into available scholarships at Oklahoma City
University when they are choosing where to study, and by donating generously to
our scholarship funds.

Sincerely,

Tom J. McDaniel
President

President’s Message

Scholarships are one of the main factors 
students consider in choosing a university.
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Feature

Focus on

$cholar
Nationwide, tuition is on the rise, forcing deter  
college choices for scholarship opportunities.
asked by parents and prospective students is:

In April, Molly Roberts, director
of student financial services,
began assessing how Oklahoma
City University offers scholar-

ships, and identifying ways to make
the process easier for students and
more competitive with other universi-
ties. “We expect within a year to be
able to extract enough data about our
scholarship programs to start using
available funding more effectively,”
said Roberts.

Through the early 1960s, all schol-
arships at the university were
endowed. “Departmental scholar-
ships, administered by the deans,
were introduced as a way to help
individual schools on campus with
student recruitment,” said Roberts.
“Departments now have control over
the endowments and gifts that are
restricted to their area while the
offices of Admissions and Financial
Aid administer scholarships based on
academic merit or financial need irre-
spective of a student’s major.”

“When students apply, we evaluate
them for every opportunity available
at the university, including some lim-
ited endowment funding based on
financial need,” she said. “We are

also implementing a new Oklahoma City University scholarship program for
National Merit Scholars that will be competitive with scholarships offered to
those students by other universities. This new program will be in place for the
2003-2004 academic year.”

In general, there are three types of scholarships offered by the university.
Most are provided typically for eight semesters if a particular GPA is main-

tained, and require annual reapplication, just like other forms of financial aid
(grants, loans, etc.):

1. Admissions The Office of Admissions can provide tuition discounts to promis-
ing freshmen or transfer students.

Freshmen Students
Trustee Award – up to $10,000/yr. (ACT 30, GPA 3.75)
Presidential Scholarship – up to $6,000/yr. (ACT 29, GPA 3.75)
University Scholarship – up to $5,000/yr. (ACT 27, GPA 3.50)
Achievement Scholarship – up to $4,000/yr. (ACT 24, GPA 3.25)
Opportunity Awards – up to $3,000/yr. (ACT 22, GPA 3.00)
Transfer Students
Presidential Scholarship – up to $4,000/yr. (GPA 3.70)
University Scholarship – up to $3,000/yr. (GPA 3.40)
Achievement Scholarship – up to $2,000/yr. (GPA 3.00)
Opportunity Awards – up to $1,000/yr. (GPA 2.50)

2. Departmental The dean of each college and school on campus can award a
certain amount of merit-based tuition discounts and endowed scholarships funds;
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ships
mined students to scour their top 
Consequently, the number one question     
“What scholarships are available?”

RENEW THE GREATNESS: 
A New Great Plan for a New Century

In January, a group of alumni who were Great
Plan Scholars in the 1960s and ‘70s met at the
home of university President and Mrs. Tom J.
McDaniel to reminisce about their times at
Oklahoma City University.

Led by Dr. George Randall, ’65 Bachelor of 
Arts in Biology, the group hopes to plan addi-
tional reunions and has committed to raising a
$2 million endowed fund to revive the Great
Plan with scholarships for students of the
Petree College of Arts and Sciences.

Dr. Randall and his wife, Mary Ellen, launched
the fundraising effort with a $25,000 gift to the uni-
versity to establish the Mary Ellen and George R.
Randall Great Plan Scholarship Fund. Dr. Randall
has also challenged his fellow Great Plan scholars
to donate to the fund by agreeing to match any
additional gifts for it up to $25,000 in 2003.

“CALLING ALL GREAT PLAN SCHOLARS: 
Donate now to have your gift matched!”

The Great Plan, an academic alliance between
Oklahoma City University and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, was launched in February
1960 and attracted more than 300 of the state’s
and region’s brightest scholars over the next fifteen
years. The Great Plan is credited with changing the
university from an institution playing the role of a
community college to one with regional and nation-
al stature.

“I feel a great sense of gratitude to Oklahoma
City University and the Great Plan Scholarship pro-
gram for providing me with a wonderful and free
education at a time in my life when I needed a help-
ing hand,” said Randall. “Because of OCU’s reputa-
tion, I was able to go on to medical school and
have since been blessed with a successful and
gratifying practice. I am at a time in my life when I
begin to think about giving back in some way to
those who have helped me along the way.”

To contribute to the Mary Ellen and George R.
Randall Great Plan Scholarship Fund, contact
Patrick Alexander, executive director of institu-
tional advancement, at (405) 521-5463 or
palexander@okcu.edu.

The Oklahoma College Savings Plan provides
another way to save for your children’s future. It offers
a choice of investment options and tax advantages. For
more information, visit www.ok4saving.org or call 
1 (877) 654-7284.

the various departments find students who fit the criteria sought by their pro-
gram or specific endowed scholarship guidelines. Some may be combined
with admissions scholarships. Fine arts and performing arts scholarships
require auditions or other assessment for acceptance in addition to academic
merit. The best way to learn about these scholarship opportunities is to con-
tact the deans.

3. Religious There are restricted endowments to fund scholarships for
United Methodist students, including scholarships for those planning to go
into the ministry. Because of the university’s affiliation with the United
Methodist Church, students who are members of that denomination, and
those who are dependents of United Methodist ministers, are also eligible for
scholarships. These programs are administered by the Office of University-
Church Relations. “Of all the sources of scholarships funding available at
the university, they are among the most available and yet the least utilized.
We must connect with more potential students who are interested in religion
degrees and the ministry,” said Roberts. To learn more about religious schol-
arships at the university contact the Office of University-Church Relations at
(405) 521-5060.

A fourth key source is private scholarships. It is important to explore the
many sources of private scholarships available through local and national
groups (Kiwanis, Lions, Rotary, etc.) or foundations that can be used at any
institution. A wealth of private scholarship information can also be found by
searching the internet.

For more information about scholarships at Oklahoma City University, con-
tact Amy Noblin, the university’s scholarship coordinator, at (405) 521-5211 or
anoblin@okcu.edu. FM
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PETREE COLLEGE OF 
ARTS AND SCIENCES

Jayson P. Bell, ’02 Bachelor of Science
in biology, of
Midwest City, OK,
received the $2,500
Robert L. Jarrell
Scholarship-
Leadership Award
from the Kappa
Sigma Endowment
Fund.

Leslie Lofgren,
’02 Bachelor of Arts in mass communica-
tions/print media, of Piedmont, OK,
received the Bennie and Gertrude
Memorial Scholarship for Top College
Female from the Oklahoma City Gridiron
Foundation. Lofgren was editor of the
university’s student newspaper, The
Campus, and is the only student to win
the top Gridiron scholarship three years
in a row, receiving a commendation from
Oklahoma Governor Frank Keating for
her accomplishment.

Rilla Walker, a PLUS student from
Moore, OK, received a $1,000 Jerry and
Susan Magill Scholarship for spring 2002.

Some arts and sciences students who
received scholarships for the
2002-03 academic year:

$ Allison Barta, freshman 
mathematics major from Mustang,
OK – Arts and Sciences, Trustee

$ Megan Griffin,
freshman 
political 
science major 
from Norman, 
OK – Arts and 
Sciences,
OCULEADS, 
Presidential, 
Soccer

$ James Hartsfield,
freshman theatre 
major from 
Oklahoma City – Arts and Sciences,
OCULEADS, Trustee

$ CaSandra Ingram, freshman psychology 
major from Shawnee, OK – Arts and 
Sciences ,University 

$ Jessica Machamer, freshman general studies 
major from Norman, OK – Opportunity

$ Ashley Mise, freshman biology major from 
Oklahoma City – Opportunity, OCULEADS

$ Jessica Moore, freshman English major from 
El Reno, OK – Arts and Sciences, University

$ Candace Phillips, sociology major from 
Oklahoma City – Transfer University

$ Karl Pulliam, freshman philosophy major from 
Springer, OK – Achievement, Arts and Sciences

$ Holly Ray, freshman biology major from 
Mustang, OK – Achievement

$ Ashleigh Rowsam, freshman physical therapy 
major from Oklahoma City – Opportunity

$ Leah Sullivan, freshman from Oklahoma City – 
Opportunity

MEINDERS SCHOOL 
OF BUSINESS

The Meinders School of Business
has over thirty named scholarships.
Last year, its endowment and gift
funds increased by more than a

third, including eight new
graduate assistantships for
this academic year.

At the Meinders School of
Business, a committee of
administrators and faculty
members meets monthly to
determine student awards. A
typical gift scholarship cov-
ers up to one-third of tuition.

In spring 2002, the Meinders School of
Business joined the United Methodist
College Washington Consortium, which

consortium provides college credit and
internships in Washington D.C. This fall,
senior finance major Brian Phillips and
senior economics major Cindi Fleshman
were selected to participate based on their
interest, leadership, and scholarship.
Thanks to the generous
Parman Gift Scholarship, these
two deserving students are
studying and working in
Washington D.C.

In August, the first account-
ing student received the new
Walter Stiller Accounting
Scholarship – Preston
Venable of Edmond, OK. He is pursuing a
Master of Science in accounting. 

Each semester, university trustee Dr.
Herman Meinders gives scholarships to sev-
eral students. Business
students seeking the
Meinders Scholarship
have to write an essay to
submit with their applica-
tions.

Some
business
students
who received
scholarships
for the 2002-
03 academic
year:

$ Eric Broberg, freshman accounting
major from 
Richardson, TX – Achievement,
Departmental, OCULEADS 
$ Kara Price, freshman business administration 

major from Burns Flat, OK – Achievement, Business
$ John Zimmerman, freshman finance major from 

Oklahoma City – Achievement, OCULEADS

SCHOOL OF AMERICAN DANCE
AND ARTS MANAGEMENT

Although Dance Tuition Scholarships
are its most common dance and dance
management scholarships, the School of
American Dance and Arts Management
also offers two unusual ones:

Dean John Bedford and The American
Spirit Dance Company established the Peg

SCHOLARSHIP
ROUND-UP:
Examples from each 

college and school at
Oklahoma City University

Allison Barta

James

Megan Griffin

Eric Broberg

Kara Price

John Zimmerman

Jayson Bell

Preston Venable

Photos of 2002-03 scholarship recepients by 
Karen Moore photography



Leg Bates
Endowed
American
Dance
Scholarship in
1999, with sig-
nificant addi-
tional contri-
butions by Mr.
and Mrs.
Charles Singer.
Bates, who
had only one
leg, became a world-famous dancer and
entertainer. The scholarship is awarded to
dance students whose courage and commit-
ment have overcome a significant obstacle in
their pursuit of a professional dance career.

Last year, the first award went to
Christina Marshall, dance performance
major from St. John, New Brunswick,
Canada. “Christina has utilized every
resource possible to attend the university
and remain in the dance program,” said
Bedford. “She traveled 4,400 miles round-
trip by bus to audition for admission. She
works multiple jobs in the summer only to
see her savings cut nearly in half by the
exchange rate when she re-enters the
United States. Lesser students would have
capitulated to such obstacles.”

In February, when the university con-
ferred doctorates on nine of the
nation’s most influential dancers,
Marshall met Melodye Bates Holden,
Peg Leg Bates’s daughter.

Justin and Marguerite Vogt established
the Justin E. and Marguerite Vogt
Scholarship in 1998 for students
who demonstrate

exceptional promise for successful careers
in dance and musical theatre. One recipi-
ent, Brad Barnes, ’99 Bachelor of
Performing Arts in dance, was cast as
Tumblebrutus in the national tour of Cats.

SCHOOL OF LAW

Law scholarships are offered to both
entering new students and exceptional
continuing students:

New students may qualify for Merit
Scholarships for up to nearly full tuition.
Students who did not receive Merit
Scholarships as first-year students may
apply for them at the end of their first and
second years if they have attained superior
academic ranks.

Hatton W. Sumners Foundation
Scholarships cover full tuition throughout
students’ legal education at the School of
Law, an annual book allowance, and a liv-
ing expense stipend. Our law school is one
of only two in the country participating in
this prestigious scholarship program,

funded by the Hatton W. Sumners
Foundation of Dallas, TX.

The 2002 recipients are:
Oklahoma City University grad-
uate Ashley Bowen, ’02
Bachelor of Science in busi-
ness, from Idabel, OK;
University of Oklahoma gradu-
ate Jon Echols from Norman,
OK; Langston University grad-

uate Tynan Grayson
from Oklahoma City;
University of Central
Oklahoma graduate

Scott Markowitz from Middleburg, FL; and
Texas Tech graduate Amanda Beekman
from San Angelo, TX.

Hatton Sumners Scholars are typical-
ly sought after by the most selective
employers. 

Dean’s Circle Scholarships assist new stu-
dents with excellent admission credentials.
Funded by gifts from alumni and friends of
the school, they cover about one-quarter
tuition and recipients who rank in the top
half of their
classes may
renew annually.

R. Thomas
and Mary
Beadles estab-
lished the
Friedman-
Lerblanc
Endowed Law School Scholarship in August
2001 in memory of professors Ron Friedman
and Penn Lerblanc. The annual $1,500 schol-
arship is awarded to an entering first-year
student who has demonstrated financial need
and does not already have full Merit or Hatton
Sumners scholarship aid, but whose under-
graduate GPA and LSAT scores put them
roughly in the upper third academically of the
school’s newly admitted students. Recipients
in good standing may renew annually.

The Lloyd H. Henry Endowed Law
School Scholarship was established with a
gift from the Sarkeys Foundation in
December 1999 in honor of Lloyd H. Henry,
father of former School of Law dean, Hon.
Robert H. Henry. Annual awards of no less
than $4,000 go to students who have com-
pleted the first year of law school, do not
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Melody Bates Holden, 
daughter of Peg Leg Bates,
holding one of his suits – a
gift to the university.

Chelsea Cain,
above, freshman
dance management
major from Duncan,
OK, and Emily
Hector, freshman dance performance major from
Chickasha, OK, both received Dance and
Opportunity scholarships for this academic year.

This year, Cathy Leichter and her husband, university trustee Dr. Kurt 
Leichter, gave the lead gift to create the Jo Rowan Endowed Dance 
Scholarship to honor Rowan, who chairs the university's Dance Department, 
for building a program of national stature and international acclaim. Look 
for more details about this new scholarship in the winter issue of Focus 
Magazine. To contribute to this scholarship, send checks payable to 
Oklahoma City University - Jo Rowan Dance Scholarship Fund at 2501 N.
Blackwelder, Oklahoma City, OK 73106-1493.

Tom and Mary Beadles

Brad Barnes, ’99 Bachelor of Performing Arts in
Dance, left (as Tumblebrutus), with former The
American Spirit dancer Stan Stanley (as Rum Tum
Tugger) in the national touring company of Cats



already have full merit or Hatton Sumners
scholarship aid, hold outside employment,
have a demonstrated need for financial
assistance, and have demonstrated qual-
ities of leadership, civility,
integrity, professionalism
and an exemplary interest
in ethics and the law.

SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Each academic program at
the university offers scholar-
ships based on merit and the
essay portion of the application for admis-
sion. The School of Music’s scholarships
are also based on the audition required for
admission to its programs.

Some examples of new music students on
scholarship for the 2002-03 academic year:
$ Heather Cobb, freshman instrumental 

performance major from Oklahoma City – 
Opportunity

$ Jacob Conger, freshman music theater major 
from Elk City, OK – Music, Opportunity

$ Evan Cook, freshman vocal performance 
major from Lawton, OK – Music, OCULEADS, 
Opportunity

$ Heidi Erickson, freshman music theater 
major from Flower Mound, TX – Achievement

$ Celia Hall, freshman instrumental 
performance major from Moore, OK – 
Achievement, Music

$ Sarah Neely, freshman instrumental performance 
major from Edmond, OK – Music, Trustee

$ Emory Steiner, freshman instrumental 
performance major from Edmond, OK – Music

$ Cami Stinson, freshman vocal performance 
major from Sulphur, OK – Achievement, Music

$ Avery Thompson, freshman vocal performance 
major from Grapevine, TX – Music, Trustee

$ Johnny Webb, freshman instrumental 
performance major from Moore, OK – Music

$ Adam Wescott, freshman music business 
major from Jenks, OK – Music

$ Ava Zrenda, freshman instrumental 
performance major from Oklahoma City – Music

KRAMER SCHOOL 
OF NURSING

For the last twenty years, St. Anthony
Hospital has offered the Sister Rosina
Higgs Scholarship to the school’s stu-
dents. Sister Higgs had a long history
with the St. Anthony Hospital School of
Nursing diploma program, and was
instrumental in establishing Oklahoma
City University’s St. Anthony School of

Nursing, which
became the Kramer
School of Nursing
in 1981. The $1,000
scholarship is given
to a sophomore and

junior annually.
Jane Mwangi,
’02 Bachelor of
Science in
nursing cum
laude, of
Nairobi, Kenya,
received it for
the past two
years. Jessica

McClelland, a nursing major from
Shawnee, OK, also received it last year.

The St. Anthony Hospital Volunteer
League usually offers five to six $1,000
scholarships annually. Recent recipi-
ents include Lori Bustamante, ’02
Bachelor of Science in nursing, of
Oklahoma City; Tiffany Kissee, ’02
Bachelor of Science in nursing cum
laude, of Dallas, TX; and Jane Mwangi.

For several years, the Presbyterian
Health Foundation has offered scholar-
ships to a senior nursing student at the
school: $4,000 awarded through an
application and interview process.
Jeffrey Melton, ’02 Bachelor of Science
in nursing, of Oklahoma City, received it
this past year. Melton was an excellent
student with family obligations, and the
scholarship made a big difference in his
ability to complete his education.

The Meinders Foundation has also
given the Office of the Dean scholarships
funds to award on an as-needed basis.

Endowment scholarships have been
established as the Elaine Masters
Leadership Scholarship and the
Richard Ayers Family Scholarship.
Masters is a former dean and founder
of the school. Ayers was associate to
the vice president for university-
church relations.

Area hospitals offer other financial
opportunities, including externships
that provide students experience in
their fields and tuition assistance.

Examples of new nursing students
on scholarship for the 2002-03 aca-
demic year:

$ Flavia  
Howard, 
nursing stu-
dent from 
Weatherford, 
OK – Transfer 
University

$ Emily Vestal, 
freshman 
nursing major 
from Yukon, 
OK – Opportunity

WIMBERLY SCHOOL 
OF RELIGION

The Office of University-Church
Relations manages scholarships for the
Wimberly School of Religion and
Graduate
Theological
Center. The
school inter-
views prospec-
tive recipients
of the Bishop
Scholarship, a
full tuition
scholarship for
exceptional reli-
gion majors. This
year’s freshman
recipients are
Melissa Martin,
of Enid, OK,
Miriam Mosburg,
of Weatherford, OK,
and Kendall Weimer,
of Fort Morgan, CO.

Students may be eligible for schol-
arships based on their membership in
the United Methodist Church. Also
available are Methodist Minister
Dependent Scholarships and scholar-
ships for students who plan to enter
the ministry.

The newly created Verde Dickey
Memorial Scholarship awards $7,500 to
United Methodist students through the
United Methodist Foundation.
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Sarah Neely

Celia Hall

Avery Thompson

Flavia Howard

Emily Vestal

Melissa Martin

Miriam
Mosburg

Kendal Weimer
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Examples of new religion students on scholarship for the 2002-03 aca-
demic year:

$ Todd Jones, freshman youth ministry major from Duncan, OK – Opportunity
$ Aaron Tiger, freshman religion major from Owasso, OK – OCULEADS, Religion, Trustee

LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION
One of the most important ways to support students at Oklahoma City

University is through contributions to scholarship endowments. There are
over 500 scholarships available through the university, many of which may be
enhanced through donations. To learn more about specific scholarships funds
seeking donations, contact Sue Hollenbeck, director of stewardship, at (405) 521-
5873 or shollenbeck@okcu.edu.

A SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR 
YOUNG LEADERS

OCULEADS Scholarships are a one-year only
$1,500 award for honor students who have
demonstrated leadership ability in high school
and are expected to show leadership on cam-
pus. Freshmen in the program meet weekly with
community leaders, who share what leadership
means to them.

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS PRODUCE 
LOCAL SUPPORT

Lacey Clabaugh, a graduate of Tonkawa High School in
Tonkawa, OK, will receive $7,500 in scholarships from the
university starting this fall (Arts and Sciences and University
scholarships). Clabaugh was all-state in softball and basket-
ball in the Native-American Athletic Association. “Lacey is
an exceptional student and athlete, and will be a great
asset to Oklahoma City University,” said Joseph Brining,

‘64 Bachelor of Science in business. Brining and fellow
alumnus Loren Laverne Laws, ‘52 Bachelor of Arts, are

both from Tonkawa and also graduated from Clabaugh’s high
school. Learning of her scholarships, they donated another $1,000 to her edu-

cation and plan to start a scholarship awareness program in Tonkawa.

FM

Clabaugh (with benefactors, Brining and Laws)

receives scholarship awards at May ceremony in

Tonkawa, OK.

Todd Jones

Aaron Tiger

OCULEADS students love visiting the president’s house.
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DR. LLOYD K. MUSSELMAN
Darbeth-Whitten Professor of History

“I am a teacher, 
professor, and colleague.

I have chosen to spend some thirty-four  years of my life here at this com-
plex, yet personal university. I have worked extremely hard over these
three decades to be worthy of this place. Still, not once have I left home in
the morning thinking that I am going to work. Always I am going to school.
This has never been a job. I have never considered myself an employee. I
know who I am and what I am about. I am a teacher, professor, and col-
league. And knowing that has made all the difference.” Lloyd Musselman

“As a teacher of American History, I try to engage the
students’ minds with two things: the ‘what’ and the ‘so what’ of our history.
The ‘what’ concerns what happened and why. It involves the describing of
past events, issues, and the like. The second thing we do is examine the ‘so
what’ of these same events and issues. Why should we be looking at this or
that? Why is it important? What consequences have stemmed from what
happened in the past? The ‘so what’ forces students to be analytical, to do
more than just memorize and regurgitate. They must become critical
thinkers – and writers. That’s what I do to them – and for them. And in the
process quite a few of them become pretty darned good ponderers of their
nation’s history.”

Dr. Musselman joined the Oklahoma City University faculty in 1969. In 2001, he
led the university’s successful re-certification effort, facilitating the report to the
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. This year, university President
Tom J. McDaniel appointed Musselman as faculty athletics representative, ensur-
ing that our Stars athletes are eligible to play.

FM
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Dr. Musselman encourages students like Matt Mullican (pictured) 
to think about history rather than “memorize and regurgitate.”



Focus  Fall 2002 11

Events
Groundbreakings

Wow!
University Celebrates 

Three Groundbreakings
in Three Months

2002 has been a banner year for bricks and mortar contributions to
Oklahoma City University. The university broke ground on an expansion to
the Norick Art Center in July, a new building for the Meinders School of
Business in August, and the Wanda L. Bass Music Center in September, 
representing a combined total of over $25 million in gifts.

“As the Oklahoma City University 
architect, we focus on everything to 
create places that are inspiring and 
functional while solving developmental
and environmental problems. With each
OCU design, we are trying to create a 
distinctive sense of place and identity,
one complete architectural thought.
Oklahoma City University always puts 
the needs of its students first and 
foremost, which is reflected in its 
commitment to quality represented by 
its three recent groundbreakings. 
Beck Associates Architects 
is honored to be a part of 
Oklahoma City University's 
commitment to and investment 
in quality education.”
Don Beck, Beck Associates Architects

Wanda L. Bass Music Center

Meinders School 
of Business

Norick Art Center expansion

N.W. 23rd Street

N. Blackw
elder



ON JULY 23, THE UNIVERSITY BROKE GROUND

for a 6,952-square-foot expansion of the
Norick Art Center, a project funded by half
of a $2 million joint gift from Marjorie J.
Norick and her sister, the late Frances
Norick Lilly.

The expanded center will include four
times the graphic design space, double the
ceramics studio space, a new sculpture
studio, a multipurpose room, a computer
technology center, an art storage vault,
eight private studios for advanced art stu-
dents, a new photography studio, and a
ten-station black and white photography
darkroom. The planned completion date is
fall 2003. Funds not used for construction
will establish an endowed fund for build-
ing maintenance.

This fall, the Art Department expanded its
degree tracks, adding a sixty-credit Bachelor
of Fine Arts in photography to the existing
B.F.A. degrees in graphic design and studio
art and the Bachelor of Arts in studio art.

As part of the groundbreaking celebra-
tion, the Art Department presented an
alumni art exhibition in the Nona Jean
Hulsey Gallery featuring the works of
Elizabeth McDonald Hahn, ’77 Bachelor
of Arts in art, Oklahoma State Senator Kelly
Haney (whose seventeen-foot bronze sculp-
ture, “The Guardian,” crowns the State
Capitol Building’s new dome), ’65 Bachelor
of Arts in art and ’93 honorary Doctor of
Law Letters, Louise Jones, Stephen L.
Mauldin, ’74 Bachelor of Arts in art, James
Meeks, ’90 Master of Liberal Arts, and Bert
Seabourn, ’63 undeclared and ’97 honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters. 

The other half of the $2 million gift
established an endowed scholarship fund.
Starting with the 2003-04 academic year,

scholarships will be awarded to the uni-
versity’s art students based on talent and
financial need.

In June, Madalynne Norick joined five
other artists in presenting “For the Love of
Art,” an exhibition in the Nona Jean Hulsey
Gallery. One-third of the proceeds from art-
work sold went to help the university’s art
students purchase supplies.

Events
Groundbreakings

Norick Art Center 
Expansion

“There is really no way to express how much we 
appreciate what the Noricks have done. They’ve been
so generous, and have backed us in every possible way.”

Dr. Jack Davis
Chairman, Art Department

From top: 

Petree College of Arts and
Sciences Dean Dr. Roberta
Olson shared the history of
the Art Department and the 
facility to be expanded.

University Trustee 
and former Oklahoma City
Mayor Ronald J. Norick
spoke of his 
family’s commitment to
the university.

(L-R) University
Trustee Ron Norick, 
Jim Norick, Madalynne
Norick, Kandy Norick,
President Tom J. McDaniel, Board of
Trustees Chairman William F. Shdeed Jr., Vicki Norick, Roberta
Olson, Wilbur Patton, Dorothy Norick Patton, Art Department
Chairman Jack Davis, Student Senate President Mandy Heaps,
and First Lady Brenda McDaniel.

“Since the Norick Art Center was
completed in 1985, it has had a
monumental impact on the
university and students pursu-
ing careers in art. We welcome the
opportunity to expand the facility
and the program through the 
generosity of the Norick family.”

University President Tom J. McDaniel
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ON AUGUST 20, OVER

200 PEOPLE, INCLUD-
ING Lt. Governor
Mary Fallin and
former Oklahoma
City University

presidents Dr. Jerald Walker and Dr. Willis
Wheat, turned out for the groundbreaking
for the 80,000-square-foot Meinders School
of Business building. The new building will
serve as a learning and technology hub for
the school, housing both its traditional

undergraduate and graduate programs
and its trend-setting accelerated
M.B.A. and new global executive M.B.A.
programs. A virtual business incubator
will provide on-campus internships.

“The single most important activity
of the Meinders School of Business is
fostering and assuring student suc-
cess,” said Meinders School of
Business Dean Bart Ward. “To func-
tion at the highest level at which we’re
capable, we needed capacities only
our new building can provide.”

In addition to classroom and office
space, the new three-story facility will
include a 2,500-square-foot auditori-
um capable of hosting business con-
ferences, a computer lab, a
student/faculty lounge to facilitate col-
laboration and mentoring, and break-
out rooms for small-group meetings.
Business students will have access to
an onsite learning center where they
can videotape then review mock inter-
views and presentations, as well as a
career center where they will be able
to take online self-assessment tests
and get career planning help.

The new building will also greatly facili-
tate the business school’s globalization
initiative. State-of-the-art technology,
including internet access and video con-
ferencing facilities will bring together stu-
dents from around the world in “virtual”
classroom environments, providing truly
global business education. The Meinders
School of Business is a pioneer in global
business education, graduating hundreds
of business executives from its
International Executive M.B.A. programs
in Canada, Hong Kong, Malaysia, the
People’s Republic of China, Singapore,
Taiwan, and the United Kingdom. The
People’s Republic of China’s central gov-
ernment has named our program in
Tianjin, China, that nation’s best joint
M.B.A. program.

The $15 million gift from Herman and
LaDonna Meinders, the largest in the his-
tory of Oklahoma City University, under-
scores their commitment to the institution.
Herman Meinders, ’89 honorary Doctor of
Commercial Science, serves on the univer-
sity’s Board of Trustees. LaDonna
Meinders, ’58 Bachelor of Music, ’86
Master of Business Administration, and ’96
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, is
active in the Societies of Oklahoma City
University, and was honored with the
Kirkpatrick-Petree Opera and Music
Theatre Award at the 1995 Societies Mardi
Gras Ball.

Events
Groundbreakings

Meinders School of 
Business building

“In the last ten years, Oklahoma City University’s
Meinders School of Business has produced over 6,500
MBA graduates. That kind of success can only be
achieved through the support of individuals
like Herman Meinders."  President Tom J. McDaniel

From top:

Lt. Governor Mary Fallin

Dr. Kevin Simmons spoke on behalf of
the Meinders School of Business faculty.

Former university President and
First Lady Dr. Jerald and Virginia
Walker with Dr. Herman Meinders

Meinders School of Business dean,
Dr. Bart Ward, and Dr. Herman Meinders

A capacity crowd turned out for the 
groundbreaking.
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MORE THAN 300 PEOPLE JOINED OVER 250
School of Music students in a gala celebra-
tion to break ground for the Wanda L. Bass
Music Center on September 28. Notable
alumni attended the festivities, including
opera star Leona Mitchell, ’71 Bachelor of
Music and ’79 Master of Music, and Jane
Jayroe Gamble, ’69 Bachelor of Music,
Oklahoma’s director of tourism, former
Miss America, and university trustee.

University President Tom J. McDaniel
presided over a ceremony with speakers
that included Board of Trustees Chairman
William F. Shdeed Jr., former Oklahoma
Governor George Nigh, Student Senate
President Amanda Heaps, Steven Hughes
(music education senior), instructor
Florence Birdwell, and School of Music
Dean Mark Parker. Erik Lindbergh, grand-

son of famed aviator Charles Lindbergh,
was the guest speaker for the ceremony,
held 75 years to the day after Charles
Lindbergh presided over groundbreaking
for the original School of Music Building
in 1927.

An unprecedented combined cho-
rus and orchestra of the entire
School of Music student body per-
formed the national anthem; a spe-
cial piece to honor Dr. Bass, Make
Our Garden Grow, from Leonard

Bernstein’s
Candide; and
the state
song,
Oklahoma!

Dr. Bass is a
banker in her

hometown of McAlester, OK, a philanthropist
who supports cultural and educational caus-
es statewide, and a trustee of the university.
She gave $8 million toward the building that
will bear her name and is the most generous
benefactor in the history of the School of
Music. Earlier this year, she gave the school
105 Steinway pianos, worth $2.1 million. The
purchase established the school as an all-
Steinway institution and made national news
as the largest single order in the 149-year
history of Steinway & Sons. She also donat-
ed $400,000 to create an endowment for the
maintenance of the pianos. 

Events
Groundbreakings

Bass Groundbreaking
“This is a place for dreamers, for people

who want to make a difference. It is a place my
grandfather would have appreciated: a place where hard
work and good training makes dreams come true.”

Erik Lindbergh

FM

Clockwise, from top:

Benefactor Dr. Wanda L. Bass and grandson, Noah 

Entrance to the Bass Center will be through a
three-story glass atrium, which will feature perform-
ance and reception areas. Plans call for high-tech
music labs for composition and sound recording;
forty-one teaching studios; sixty practice rooms; and
seven rehearsal spaces for ensembles. 

During the ceremony, Erik Lindbergh (right)
presided over the opening of a time capsule taken
from the cornerstone of the original School of Music
building. Its contents included a piece of preserved
sod with a note reading: “This is the soil that was
turned by Col. Charles A. Lindbergh, noted aeronaut;
Sept. 28, 1927.” 

Over 250 School of Music students performed
at the groundbreaking.

Shortly before the day of the groundbreaking, the
School of Music received a call from Lloyd Ferris of

Guthrie, OK, who had read in the Daily
Oklahoman about plans for the event. It
seems he had a shovel bearing the inscrip-
tion, "Lindbergh breaks ground for Fine
Arts Building. September 28, 1927." Ferris
could not attend the event, but donated
the shovel to the school; it played a
prominent role in September's event.

Charles A. Lindbergh breaking
ground for the original School of
Music building in 1927.
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Is your 
career 
in gear

Want to find a 
position with 
potential?

Try Oklahoma City University’s
Career Planning and 

Development Center.

Let Dr. Bill Granstaff help you establish a 
marketing plan and professional credentials.

Learn about interview and negotiation strategies.

Use our research resources to effectively 
target businesses and industries.

Set an appointment today.
(405) 521-5171 • bgranstaff@okcu.edu 

Services available to alumni as well as students.

Show your faith in the future of Oklahoma City University.
Talk to us about a planned gift today.

In November 2001, Dr. Ann Lacy gave what was at the time the largest
donation in the history of Oklahoma City University – a $12 million

planned gift. A patron of the arts, with a keen interest in music and music 
education, Lacy’s generosity comes from a strong ethical sense. 

Lacy has taken several courses at Oklahoma City University, and her husband,
Jim Alexander, is a former dean of the university’s Meinders School of Business.
Both feel a deep commitment to the future of the university.

A planned gift demonstrates vision and the spirit of community service we try to
instill in our students. Since Oklahoma City University competes with institutions
that receive public support, our benefactors are doubly important to us, and to the
students who attend here. A planned gift makes a statement of confidence in our
future, in our students, and in our community.

To learn more about planned giving, contact Patrick Alexander, 
executive director of institutional advancement, at (405) 521-5463 
or palexander@okcu.edu.

“If one has been blessed with wealth,
responsibility comes with it to do 
something for one’s family and for society.”

– Dr. Ann Lacy


