How to Get Around

The conference hotel is the Crowne Plaza Oklahoma City located at 2945 Northwest Expressway.  
(405)  848-4811
Directions to Oklahoma City University from the Crowne Plaza:

Start out going northwest on Northwest Expressway toward Mosteller Drive and drive 0.4 miles.  Make a u-turn at North Independence Avenue onto Northwest Expressway and drive 2.3 miles.  Turn right onto N. Classen Blvd. and drive 1.9 miles.  Turn right on NW 27th street.  End at N. McKinley and NW 27th street.  The Meinders School of Business will be on the southwest corner.  You may park on either the north or south side of the building.

Directions to the Omniplex from Oklahoma City University:

Drive east on NW 27th Street toward N. McKinley Avenue.  Turn sharp left onto N. Classen Blvd.  Drive 1.9 miles and turn right onto Northwest Expressway.  Merge onto I-44 E.  Drive 3.2 mile to the M.L.King Avenue exit (#129).  Turn right onto N. Martin Luther King Avenue.  Drive 0.8 mile and turn left onto NE 52nd St.  The Omniplex is the large building on the south side of the street.
Directions to the Omniplex from the Crowne Plaza:

Start out going northwest on Northwest Expressway toward Mosteller Drive and drive 0.4 miles.  Make a u-turn at North Independence Avenue onto Northwest Expressway.  Drive 1.9 miles and merge onto I-44 East toward Tulsa/Wichita.  Drive 4 miles and take the M.L. King Avenue exit (129).  Turn right onto N. Martin Luther King Avenue.  Drive 0.8 mile and turn left onto NE 52nd St.  The Omniplex is the large building on the south side of the street.

Transportation in Oklahoma City
►  Friday afternoon:  We will provide OCU van transportation round trip from the Crowne Plaza to the OCU campus on Friday afternoon for Honors directors and faculty only who wish to pick up their registration packets or attend the Consultants Center.  Since there are no student activities in the afternoon, we recommend that those students staying at the Crowne Plaza not come to OCU.

►  Friday evening:  For faculty and students arriving in Oklahoma City by air, we will provide bus transportation between the Crowne Plaza and the Omniplex.  We request that students and faculty who arrive by car or van provide their own transportation to the Omniplex.  The buses will pick up from the hotel at 5:45 and return at 9:00.

►  Saturday morning:  Buses will pick up at 8:00 from the Crowne Plaza for those students and faculty who arrived by air.

►  Saturday afternoon:  We will have two buses taking groups to the Oklahoma Bombing Memorial and the Oklahoma City Museum of Art and one bus going to the Oklahoma History Center.  These buses (approximately 48 persons each) will be limited to those who sign up for these excursions in advance.  Participants also can go on their own to these museums.  They will depart OCU at 2:15 and return at 4:00.

►  Saturday evening:  Bus transportation provided between OCU and Bricktown and returning from Bricktown to OCU and the Crowne Plaza.  The first bus will leave OCU at approximately 9 pm.  The last pickup from Bricktown will be at midnight.
Conference at a Glance

Friday, April 20, 2007

3:00 – 5:00 pm

Registration   (Meinders School of Business)
4:15 – 5:15 pm 

Consultants Center   (Meinders School of Business 202)
6:00 – 9:00 pm

Opening Dinner (Omniplex Science Museum)



Registration Packets will be available



Plenary Speaker:  Kent Buchanan, Ph.D.

Saturday, April 21, 2007

8:00 – 8:30 am

Coffee and Rolls

8:00 – 10:00 am

Registration   (Meinders School of Business)
8:00 am – 11:50 am
Oral paper presentations and workshops




All sessions will be held in the Meinders School of Business (MSB), 

Oklahoma City University

8:30 – 9:30 am

Session A




20 Minute Presentations

· Math and Science, MSB 107

· Health, MSB 202

· Visual Media, MSB 203

· Influences of Art,  MSB 206

· Literature,  MSB 207

· Literary Identities,  MSB 309

· Religious Influences,  MSB 313

· Texas History,  MSB 314

· American Culture,  MSB 117

50 Minute Workshop,  MSB 204

· Discussing Contentious Issues Without Yelling at Each Other

9:40 – 10:40 am 
Session B

20 Minute Presentations

· Literature,  MSB 107

· Christian Foundations,  MSB 202

· Recent History,  MSB 203

· British Romanticism,  MSB 204

· Popular Culture,  MSB 206

· Shakespeare,  MSB 207

· Cultural Influences,  MSB 313

· Global Connections,  MSB 314

· Current Events,  MSB 117

50 Minute Workshop,  MSB 309

· If the students come, will they build it?

10:50 – 11:50 am
Session C

20 Minute Presentations

· Characteristics of Cultures,  MSB 107

· Cultivating Honors Students and Programs,  MSB 203

· Ethics and Values,  MSB 206

· Health,  MSB 207

· Current Events,  MSB 309

· Computing and Technology,  MSB 313

· Honors Department,  MSB 314

· Contemporary Issues,  MSB 117

50 Minute Workshops
· Providing Excellent Honors Advising, MSB 202

· Regional & National Data Collection Project:  Update and Workshop, MSB 204

12:00 – 1:00 pm
Lunch   


Students will use vouchers to eat in the cafeteria located in the 

McDaniel Student-Faculty Center.

Honors administrators, faculty, and staff may pick up box lunches 

in MSB.  


GPHC Business Meeting, MSB 117

1:00 – 2:00 pm

Poster Presentations
Students must have their posters set up by 12:30.  After the session is completed, the students may claim their posters before departing for the afternoon City as Text™ explorations.  Posters not claimed by 2:15 will be stored in the Rotunda for students to pick up later in the day.  Please be sure to label the poster with the student’s name and school.

Texas Directors’ Meeting, MSB 117

2:15 - 4:30

Afternoon Explorations

Buses will leave from OCU at 2:15 to take those who have signed up to visit the Oklahoma Bombing Memorial, the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, and the Oklahoma History Center.  

5:00 - 7:00

Interactive Native American Dancing and Dinner




Meinders School of Business

7:30 - 9:00

Keynote Speaker:  Shannon Lucid, Ph.D.




Petree Recital Hall, Wanda L. Bass School of Music

9:00 - 12:00

Roundtrip transportation provided to Bricktown.

Sunday, April 22, 2007


8:30 - 9:00 am

Coffee and Rolls

9:00 – 10:00am

Session D

20 Minute Presentations

· Science,  MSB 107

· Science,  MSB 202

· History,  MSB 203

· Cultural Explorations,  MSB 204

· Current Events,  MSB 206

· Health,  MSB 309

· Human Behaviors,  MSB 313

· Religion,  MSB 314

· Environmentalism,  MSB 117

50 Minute Workshop

MSB 207

· Short Film Production

10:10 – 11:10 

Session E

20 Minute Presentations

· Perceptions of Women & Religions,  MSB 202

· Women's Issues
,  MSB 203
· Women's Roles,  MSB 206

· Science
,  MSB 207

· Music,  MSB 309

· History,  MSB 313

· Honors and Pedagogy,  MSB 314
· Religion,  MSB 117
50 Minute Workshops

· Ethical Dialogues in an Honors Capstone:  A Description and Demonstration,  MSB 107 

· Encouraging Creative Scholarship, Arts Integration, and Collaboration:  

The Discover... Project,  MSB 204

OPENING SESSIONS AND EVENTS

Friday, April 20, 2007

3:00 - 5:00 pm
Registration 




Oklahoma City University, Meinders School of Business

4:15 - 5:15
Consultants Center,  Meinders School of Business 202
Join Bob Spurrier, Oklahoma State University, Lisa Collins, Southeastern Oklahoma  State University, David Lawless, Tulsa Community College, and Virginia McCombs, Oklahoma City University for questions and informal conversation about Honors.

6:00 - 9:00
Opening Dinner  (Omniplex Science Museum)



Plenary Speaker:  Kent Buchanan, Ph.D.

Dr. Buchanan joined the Department of Biology at Oklahoma City University as an Associate Professor in 2006 following seven years as an Assistant and Associate Professor in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology at Tulane University Health Sciences Center in New Orleans. Dr. Buchanan is one of four investigators on a grant from NASA to characterize changes in gene usage and virulence of four organisms during spaceflight.

Saturday, April 21
8:30 - 9:30 a.m.  
Meinders School of Business, Oklahoma City University

Session A-01


Math and Science


Meinders School of Business 107


8:30 - 8:50
Jennifer D. Trejo, San Jacinto College

Mapping a Path to the Solar System and Beyond


8:50 - 9:10
Aaron Blake Mitchell, Lamar University

Knot Theory and Knot Energies


9:10 - 9:30
Penelope Pierce, West Texas A & M University

A Neural Network Technique to Model Moon Phase Data

Session A-02


Health



Meinders School of Business 202


8:30 - 8:50
Samuel Mathis, San Jacinto College

Stem Cell Research and Political Controversy

8:50 - 9:10
Jacqueline DeVaney,  North Harris College
The Role of the Nurse and Cancer Literature

9:10 - 9:30
Shatrina Wolf and Melissa Haddad,  North Harris College
Obesity and Children

Session A-03


Visual Media


Meinders School of Business 203

8:30 - 8:50
Jeremy Garrett, Lee College
The Elephant Man: Themes of the Industrial Revolution

8:50 - 9:10
David Daniel,  Montgomery College
Laughing All The Way Home: The Sitcom and the American Man Crisis

9:10 - 9:30
Desiree Frederickson, Texas Woman's University

The Phantom of the Opera: The Colors Make All the Difference

Session A-04


50 Minute Workshop

Meinders School of Business 204


8:30 - 9:20
Reed Welch, Kathey Walker,  West Texas A&M University

Regional and National Data Collection Project:  Update and Workshop

Session A-05


Influences of Art


Meinders School of Business 206


8:30 - 8:50
Sara Nasab, San Jacinto College

Benny Goodman:  The King of Swing


8:50 - 9:10
Hannah Lee, Lee College

Marxist Implications in Rene Magritte's Artwork


9:10 - 9:30
Amanda Buchanan, Abilene Christian University

Romeo, O Romeo (Where Art Thou, Sheep?)
Session A-06


Literature


Meinders School of Business 207


8:30 - 8:50
David Sweeten, Sam Houston State University

Truth, Justice and the Homeric Way: Reading Mark Waid 

and Alex Ross's Kingdom Come as a Modern American Epic

8:50 - 9:10
Oscar Villanueva, Lamar University

Slaughterhouse-Five: A Critique of Christianity

9:10 - 9:30
Michelle Anderson,  Montgomery College
Archetypal Shadows of Beowulf and Grendel: A Teaching Tool

Session A-07


Literary Identities


Meinders School of Business 309


8:30 - 8:50
Jolie Scott, Texas Tech University

Issues of Translation in Cervantes's Don Quixote de la Mancha

8:50 - 9:10
Matt Mellema,  John Brown University




Our Fair Ladies


9:10 - 9:30
Allyson Walker, University of Missouri-Kansas City

Walt Whitman's American Identity - A United Chasm

Session A-08


Religious Influences

Meinders School of Business 313


8:30 - 8:50
Marie Sward,  McMurry University

The Women of John Wesley's Movement

8:50 - 9:10
Annie Christensen, John Brown University


The Role of the Church in Trauma Healing

9:10 - 9:30
Aimee Wong, Texas Woman's University

Religious Tradition and Procreation in Marriage 

Session A-09


Texas History


Meinders School of Business 314


8:30 - 8:50
Justin Krudop,  San Jacinto College

And There was a Rainbow: The Story of the Battle For the 

Construction of the Rainbow Bridge


8:50 - 9:10
Erin Bodiford,  McMurry University

"Riding like Arabs, Fighting like devils": Terry's Texas Rangers 

involvement in the battle of Shiloh


9:10 - 9:30
Kipi Wiley-Holcomb,  Brazosport College

Portrait of Self Destruction

Session A-10


American Culture


Meinders School of Business 117

8:30 - 8:50
Lydia Stansill, Tulsa Community College
Defining Arts Education Today: An Elevation of Standards

8:50 - 9:10
Courtney Moore,  John Brown University


An Augustinian Perspective:  America's Culture of Death
9:40 – 10:40
Meinders School of Business, Oklahoma City University
Session B-01


Literature


Meinders School of Business 107

9:40 – 10:00 am
Andrew Husband,  Sam Houston State University

"I yearn for the darkness": Epicurean Thoughts on Death in McCarthy's 

Recent Fiction

10:00 – 10:20
Andrea Sanchez, Lee College

Learning About a Cruel World

10:20 – 10:40 
Deidra Dallas, Texas Tech University

Marketing Gertrude Stein in Postmodern Literature

Session B-02


Christian Foundations

Meinders School of Business 202

9:40 – 10:00
Drew Thomason,  John Brown University

History and Culture of Thessalonica, and How that Plays into 

What Paul Wrote in His Two Letters to Them

10:00 – 10:20
Jessica Barnes,  McMurry University

The Sacramentologies of John Calvin and John Wesley

10:20 – 10:40 
Allison Redfearn, McMurry University

Love and Violence in Song of Songs

Session B-03


Recent History


Meinders School of Business 203

9:40 – 10:00
Adam Hernandez, San Jacinto College

Hurricane Katrina: A Natural and Bureaucratic Disaster

10:00 – 10:20
Rachel Bader and Juanita Parker, McMurry University

The Essence of Style

10:20 – 10:40 
Enrique Sebastian Arduengo, University of North Texas
Hail Mary: The effect of the 1972 linebacker bombings on the Paris Peace Accords

Session B-04


British Romanticism

Meinders School of Business 204

9:40 – 10:00
Cassie Myatt, Texas Tech University

Legalization of Domestic Space and Marital Relationships in British Romantic Novels and Plays

10:00 – 10:20
Trey Downer, Texas Tech University

The Living Dead in British Romantic Drama

10:20 – 10:40 
Ashley May, Texas Tech University

Class-Bending in British Romantic Drama

Session B-05


Popular Culture


Meinders School of Business 206

9:40 – 10:00
Preston Fassel,  Montgomery College
A Collective Projected Resentment: The Mafia Movie as a Reflection of the American Collective Subconscious

10:00 – 10:20
Catherine Hagar,  Tulsa Community College
Ju-on: Structure and Meaning

10:20 – 10:40 
Liz Kellam,  Southeastern Oklahoma State University

The Cinderella Effect

Session B-06


Shakespeare


Meinders School of Business 207

9:40 – 10:00
Laura Witzel,  Lee College

Romeo and Juliet: An Inferno of Violence and Passion

10:00 – 10:20
Joshua Alkire, Abilene Christian University

One Honors Student Converts to Bardolatry

10:20 – 10:40 
John Rucker,  Lubbock Christian University

Hamlet's Selfish Tragedy

Session B-07


50 Minute Workshop

Meinders School of Business 309

9:40 – 10:40
Dr. Nick Flynn,  Angelo State University
If the students come, will they build it?


Session B-08


Cultural Influences

Meinders School of Business 313

9:40 – 10:00
Sarah Sonnen

The Covenant:  The Relationship between Religion and Politics in 

Puritan New England

10:00 – 10:20
Lisa Luff

The Platonic and Neo-Platonic Idea of 'Forms' in the Works of Jonathan Edwards.

10:20 – 10:40 
Bernice Quach,  San Jacinto College

Vietnamese Weddings in the West

Session B-09


Global Connections

Meinders School of Business 314

9:40 – 10:00
Rebekah LeBlanc,  Lubbock Christian University

Analysis of the Impacts of Job Outsourcing

10:00 – 10:20
Harpreet Kaur,  Lee College

A Legacy Rekindled: The Vision of a Philanthropist and Community Builder

10:20 – 10:40 
Stephen Cortiaus, San Jacinto College

The Role of Innovation in the Rise of Dell Computers

Session B-10


Current Events


Meinders School of Business 117

9:40 – 10:00
Meredith Ghrist, John Brown University
Skyscrapers and Slums: A Look at the Difficulty and Importance of Contextualization in Community Development
10:00 – 10:20
Jenna Ledford, University of North Texas

A Socio-Cultural Analysis of the "Heroin Chic" Fashion Phase of the 1990's

10:20 – 10:40  
Linda Hudson, Tulsa Community College
College Tuition and the Undocumented Immigrant
10:50 – 11:50
Meinders School of Business, Oklahoma City University
Session C-01


Characteristics of Cultures

Meinders School of Business 107

10:50 – 11:10
Elaine Jones,  North Harris College

Interpersonal Communication in Korea

11:10 – 11:30
Annie Tran, San Jacinto College

Vietnamese Folklore and Food Customs

11:30 – 11:50
Joshua Luedicke, Lee College

A Marxian Critique of Rebecca Harding Davis "Life in the Iron-Mills"

Session C-02


50 Minute Workshop

Meinders School of Business 202

10:50 – 11:50
Bob Spurrier and Jessica Roark,  Oklahoma State University
Providing Excellent Honors Advising

Session C-03

Cultivating Honors Students and Programs
Meinders School of Business 203

10:50 – 11:10
Nikki Hanneman and Camille Robinson with Michael Harrington-

Texas Tech University

Connecting Freshmen to the Honors Community and Beyond

11:10 – 11:30
William Lee, William Nutting, Daniel Graham, Texas A&M University

Everything I needed to know about Honors recruiting, I learned in Kindergarten.

11:30 – 11:50
Stacy Brown,  University of Central Missouri

Reinvigorate Your Honors Social Programming!

Session C-04


50 Minute Workshop

Meinders School of Business 204

10:50 – 11:50
Joel Walker,  Undergraduate Research Fellowship Coordinator, 

Texas Tech Honors College

Discussing Contentious Issues Without Yelling at Each Other
Session C-05


Ethics and Values

Meinders School of Business 206

10:50 – 11:10
Mary Isaacs,  Brazosport College

Environmental Ethics & Social Suicide

11:10 – 11:30
Gerry Ralcheva,  McMurry University

Broken Windows Theory: Does Shattered Glass Hold The Truth?

11:30 – 11:50
Melissa Aguilar,  San Jacinto College

Ethical Relativism v. Ethical Absolutism

Session C-06


Health



Meinders School of Business 207

10:50 – 11:10
Christie Gardner,  University of North Texas
A Look at College Students with Insomnia and Mental Health Symptomology

11:10 – 11:30
Heather Soltau,  University of North Texas
Get Up and Move: Independence and Maneuverability Related to Regular Exercise Among Non-Institutionalized Elderly Adults

11:30 – 11:50
Virginia Cannon,  Tulsa Community College
Service Dogs

Session C-07


Current Events


Meinders School of Business 309

10:50 – 11:10
Amy Chester, University of Central Missouri

Facebook: The good, the bad, and the ugly

11:10 – 11:30
Jason Lovins,  North Harris College
Math and Science: Crisis in America

11:30 – 11:50
Lada Nathan,  Montgomery College
Immigration Nation

Session C-08


Computing and Technology
Meinders School of Business 313

10:50 – 11:10
Nelson Carter, San Jacinto College

Game Theory:  The Game of Life?

11:10 – 11:30
Paul R. Dorasil,  University of Texas at Arlington

The Luck of the Texan:  An Empirical Analysis of Texas Lottery Games

11:30 – 11:50
Jonathan Swinney, Abilene Christian University

Your Bank Account, My Money: The Science that Keeps Information Private

Session C-09


Honors Department

Meinders School of Business 314

10:50 – 11:10
Erin Smith, Christina Causey, Brandon Williamson, Texas A&M University

A Week of Honors Celebration 

11:10 – 11:30
Rachel Wilkins, Amy Lindsey, Ben Williamson, Doug Dawson, Texas 

A&M University

Creating an Honors Course Guide

11:30 – 11:50
Katherine McElhany, Christina Panousieris, Jillian Arizpe, Texas A&M University

When Honors Students are Being Recruited, What is the Ideal Role of Parents?
Session C-10


Contemporary Issues

Meinders School of Business 117

10:50 – 11:10
Huma M. Hameed,  University of North Texas

Muslim Countries as They Diverge or Converge with Democratic Ideals

11:10 – 11:30
Daniel Green,  University of Missouri Kansas City
Facebook and Aristotle: Ethics of Online Relationships

11:30 – 11:50
Rose Lynch,  Tulsa Community College
To Abstain or Not to Abstain-Is That Really the Question?

12:00 - 1:00 pm
Lunch 

Students will use vouchers to eat in the cafeteria located in the McDaniel Student-Faculty Center.

Honors administrators, faculty, and staff may pick up box lunches in MSB.  

GPHC Business Meeting, MSB 117

1:00 - 2:00
Poster Presentations, MSB Rotunda

Students must have their posters set up by 12:30.  After the session is completed, the students may claim their posters before departing for the afternoon City as Text explorations.  Posters not claimed by 2:15 will be stored in the Rotunda for students to pick up later in the day.  Please be sure to label the poster with the student’s name and school.

Texas Directors’ Meeting, MSB 117

2:15 - 4:30
Afternoon Explorations

City as Text™ and Oklahoma City Explorations, including Oklahoma City Bombing Memorial Museum, Oklahoma City Museum of Art, Oklahoma History Center, Western Heritage Center and Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Buses will leave from OCU at 2:15 to take those who have signed up to visit the Oklahoma Bombing Memorial, the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, and the Oklahoma History Center.  If you are not signed up, you may want to visit any of the above museums on your own.  In addition, you might want to visit the Western Heritage Center and Cowboy Hall of Fame, the Paseo Arts district, or the Asian district.

5:00 - 7:00
Interactive Native American Dancing and Dinner

The OCU Native American Society will lead us all in Native American traditional dance and afterward feed us a delicious Indian taco dinner.  Meet at the Meinders School of Business

7:30 - 9:00
Keynote Speaker:  Shannon Lucid, Ph.D.

Born in Shanghai, China, in 1943, Dr. Lucid considers Bethany, Oklahoma her hometown. She is an astronaut and veteran of five space missions. Qualified as a mission specialist on Space Shuttle flight crews, she holds the international record for the most flight hours in orbit by any non-Russian, and holds the record for the most flight hours in orbit by any woman in the world. From February 2002 until September 2003, Dr. Lucid served as NASA’s Chief Scientist stationed at NASA Headquarters, Washington D.C., with responsibility for developing and communicating the agency’s science and research objectives to the outside world.

9:00 - 12:00
Bricktown!

Transportation will be provided for those who wish to visit Oklahoma City’s hot entertainment spot that includes many restaurants, great music, a cinema multiplex, and water taxi.  Buses will leave from the OCU campus to Bricktown beginning at 9:00.  The last bus returning from Bricktown will leave at midnight.

Sunday, April 22

8:30-9:00
Coffee and Rolls, Meinders School of Business

Session D-01


Science



Meinders School of Business 107

9:00 – 9:20
Mary Pat Kleineck, University of North Texas
Can you hear me now? Benefits of Frequency-Modulated (FM) Systems for Adults and Children Using Cochlear Implants: A Meta-Analytic Approach

9:20 – 9:40 
Rebekah Campbell,  University of Texas at Arlington

How to Tame a Maverick: Molecular Evolution of Mammalian C-Integrases

9:40 – 10:00
Gemma Daly,  Midwestern State University

Natural Selection in the Human Genome: HIV Resistance

Session D-02


Science



Meinders School of Business 202

9:00 – 9:20
Sara Alspaugh, Tulsa Community College
Lupus: Becoming Better Acquainted with an Autoimmune Disease
9:20 – 9:40
Abby Pennington, Oral Roberts University

Mechanisms of Chloroform Induced Hepatotoxicity: Role of Oxygen and Nitrogen Stress in Mouse Hepatocytes

9:40 – 10:00
Stephanie Sbong,  University of North Texas
Respiratory and Cardiovascular Interactions in Internally Pipped Chicken Embryos

Session D-03


History



Meinders School of Business 203

9:00 – 9:20
Jonathan Abel,  Midwestern State University

Band of Brothers: The Battle of Agincourt

9:20 – 9:40
Mike Jones, Laney Monsey, Nora Hall,  Oklahoma City University
Recording History: The Use of Video in Research & Memorial

9:40 – 10:00
Cydni Vandiver, Texas Women's University

Right Down to the Squeal:  The Plight of the American Rural Woman in the Depression Era Kitchen
Session D-04


Cultural Explorations

Meinders School of Business 204

9:00 – 9:20
Stacey Kniatt,  University of North Texas
Machiavelli's The Prince as a Satire: An Exploratory look at Machiavelli's Works to Determine His True Political Inclinations
9:20 – 9:40
Esther Matthew,  Midwestern State University

Cultural Relief for East Side Youth

9:40 – 10:00
Tina Jakubowski, Tulsa Community College

The Most Sensational, Inspirational Jim Henson

Session D-05


Current Events


Meinders School of Business 206

9:00 – 9:20
Deborah DeGrate, Park University

What the Food Network Hasn't Explained Yet!

How Does the Menu Influence the Commercial Kitchen Design?

9:20 – 9:40
Carly Hallman,  Texas Woman's University

What Every Honors Student Needs to Know about China

9:40 – 10:00
Tricia Hager,  University of Central Missouri

Producing an Effective Honors Bulletin for Fun and Profit
Session D-06


50 Minute Workshop

Meinders School of Business 207

9:00 – 10:00
Stephen Griffin, University of North Texas

Short Film Production
Session D-07


Health



Meinders School of Business 309

9:00 – 9:20
John Maddoux, Texas Woman's University

Homosexuality in Males is a Specific Risk Factor for Eating Disorders

9:20 – 9:40
Afshan Kamrudin, University of North Texas
 Barriers of Accessing Healthcare Among the Vietnamese Population in Tarrant County: An Assessment of Language Concordance between Doctors and Patients

9:40 – 10:00
Lisa Tran,  Park University

Childhood Obesity

Session D-08


Human Behaviors

Meinders School of Business 313

9:00 – 9:20
Jennifer Borgman, Texas Woman's University

Dropping Signs in a Simultaneous Communication Environment
9:20 – 9:40
Jennifer Milani, University of Texas at Arlington

Comparative Analysis of Art Motifs in Three Hunter-Gatherer Societies
Session D-09


Religion



Meinders School of Business 314

9:00 – 9:20
Joseph Buck,  John Brown University

I Would Have You Know: Paul's View of Knowledge and Learning

9:20 – 9:40
Amber Dennison, John Brown University

Muslims, Prayer, and Christianity
9:40 – 10:00
Austin Halliday, Alan Swinford, and Christopher Hall, Lubbock Christian University

Revelations on Revelation
Session D-10


Environmentalism

Meinders School of Business 117

9:00 – 9:20
Ashley Rogers,  Tulsa Community College
The Value of Bats in Our Environment

9:20 – 9:40
Nicole Obregon, University of North Texas

Future Consumer Generations Weigh in on Hybrid Vehicles

9:40 – 10:00
Jason York,  Midwestern State University

Environmental Secular Humanism as a Universal Lifestance

10:10 – 11:10
Meinders School of Business, Oklahoma City University
Session E-01


50 Minute Workshop

Meinders School of Business 107

10:10 – 11:00
Lynn Davison, Casey Greer, Charity Holder, Sheridan Irick, Jaime Jones, and Kevin Davis,  East Central University

Ethical Dialogues in an Honors Capstone:  A Description and Demonstration 

Session E-02

Perceptions of Women & Religions

Meinders School of Business 202

10:10 – 10:30
Clara Duer, Texas Woman's University

Two Women: Same Names, Different Purposes

10:30 – 10:50
Blake Hartung, John Brown University




Empires of the East- Byzantine and Islamic Relations and the Development 
of Muslim and Christian Interaction

10:50 – 11:10
Selena Baxter,  Oklahoma City University
Women in State Legislatures

Session E-03


Women's Issues


Meinders School of Business 203

10:10 – 10:30
Jillianne Alabastro, Texas Woman's University

The Formation of a Religious Identity and Gender Effects throughout Childhood 
and Adolescence

10:30 – 10:50
Alison R. Chapman, Texas Woman's University

African Ritual Traditions and Western Procedures of Female Genital Cutting:  Similarities Between Practices

10:50 – 11:10
Jessica Meisner, Texas Woman's University

Women in the Public Sphere

Session E-04


50 Minute Workshop

Meinders School of Business 204

10:10 – 11:00 
Julie Cowgill, Andi Dema, Martha Gonzales, Brandon Kyle, Amanda Lautermilch, Kaitlin Lory, Pedro Martinez-Velasco, Trami Nguyen, James Richardson, and Matthew Schultz, Oklahoma City University

Encouraging Creative Scholarship, Arts Integration, and Collaboration:  The Discover... Project
Session E-05


Women's Roles


Meinders School of Business 206

10:10 – 10:30
Jaclyn Reep, Texas Woman's University

Working Mothers: Balancing Work and Personal Responsibilities

10:30 – 10:50
Amie Savanah Kirk, Texas Woman's University

First Ladies: Public and Private

10:50 – 11:10
Sandy Diep, Texas Woman's University

Representations of Asian Women in a Culturally Dependent Context

Session E-06


Science



Meinders School of Business 207

10:10 – 10:30
Jacob M. Williams, Dr. Daniel Taylor, Kruti P. Patel, & Christie Gardner, 
University of North Texas
Measuring Sleep in College Students with Insomnia

10:30 – 10:50
Emily Wilbins,  Tulsa Community College
Scoliosis: The Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment

10:50 – 11:10
Lauren Castilla,  University of North Texas
The Role of Apoptosis in the Ductus Arteriosi of Chicken and Emu Hatchlings

Session E-07


Music



Meinders School of Business 309

10:10 – 10:30
Victor Lazado, University of North Texas

The Letters of Benjamin Britten's War Requiem
10:30 – 10:50
Spencer Brown,  Tulsa Community College
Composers, Performers, Audience: What Keeps the Light on at the End of the Tunnel?

10:50 – 11:10
Jaime Jones,  East Central University

Schumann - Reflections of the Past, Music of the Future

Session E-08


History



Meinders School of Business 313

10:10 – 10:30
Joshua Sooter, John Brown University

Socrates In His Own Day

10:30 – 10:50
Christina Graves, Oklahoma City University

Mestizaje Theology of Mission in the Oklahoma United Methodist 
Annual Conference

Session E-09


Honors and Pedagogy

Meinders School of Business 314

10:10 – 10:30
Dr. Kay Meyers, Dr. Gweth Holzmann, and Michael Gewecke,
 Oral Roberts University

Assessment of Honors Students and Programs

10:30 – 10:50
Daniel Wennersten,  University of Texas at Arlington

Engage, Discover, Formalize, Apply:  Integrating Successful Teaching Strategies into a Coherent Teaching Method

10:50 – 11:10
Jill Loethen, University of Central Missouri

An Honors First Year Experience Course
Session E-10


Religion



Meinders School of Business 117


10:10 – 10:30
Krystal and Nikole Michaelson,  Oral Roberts University

From Abraham to the Second Adam: Christianity and Its Jewish Roots


10:30 – 10:50
Daniel Ostendorff, John Brown University

A Church of Blood:  Genocide in the “Most Christian Nation in Africa”

Poster Presentations

Saturday, April 21, 2007         1:00 – 2:00 pm

Meinders School of Business Rotunda

Students must have their posters set up by 12:30.  After the session is completed, the students may claim their posters before departing for the afternoon City as Text ™ Explorations.  Posters not claimed by 2:15 will be stored in the Rotunda for students to pick up later in the day.   Please be sure to label the poster with the student's name and school.

P – 01

Brandon Baker,  Lubbock Christian University

Analysis of Free Trade and Free Trade Agreements

P – 02
Erich Spoor,  University of North Texas
Developing new genetic markers to aid in identifying the NIP locus 
in Medicago truncatula

P- 03

David Choi,  Oral Roberts University

The Metamorphosis of Crisis: Links Between Loss of the Assumptive World, 
the Reconstruction of Meaning, and Adversarial Growth

P – 04
Jared Bird,  Angelo State University
One for Honors and One for the Public


P – 05

Eric Braden, Matt Wisnewski and Kathleen Sutherland, Texas Tech

Passport Program: Opportunities for Freshman Involvement on Campus and in 
the Community

P – 06

Derek Smith and Wil Ramsey, Lubbock Christian University

Who is the One King?

P – 07

Beth Carta, Lubbock Christian University

Voices of the Alamo: A Fourth Grade One Week Unit

P – 08
Sherry Bethune,  University of North Texas
Fracture Mark Identification on Stretched and Pulled Materials
P – 09

Kendyll Castles, Texas Woman's University

A Close Investigation: The Portraiture of Chuck Close

P – 10

Hannah Collins,  Lubbock Christian University

Immigration Innovations

P – 11
Brittani Teague,  Angelo State University
Presidential War Power

P – 12

Kyle Ingram,  East Central University

Auditory Pathways of Urodeles

P – 13

Bethany Evins, University of North Texas

Market Evolution: Advertising to the Mexican-American Consumer

P – 14

Casie Fruin, Texas Tech University

Jealousy's Presentation at 9-Months Predicts Attachment Status at 12-Months

P – 15

Monique Chabot, University of North Texas

Assistive technology use by students with disabilities at UNT

P – 16

Megan E. Glenn, Texas Woman's University

The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful:  What All Expectant Parents Should Know

P – 17
Brian Stair,  University of North Texas
Computational Epidemiology
P – 18

Danielle Flanagan, West Texas A&M University

Beltway Sniper

P – 19
Helena Jordao,  University of North Texas
Hereditary Factors in the Development of Myopia
P – 20

Jessica Holman, Austin Halliday, Alan Swinford,  Lubbock Christian University

Stress Management

P – 21

Bradley K. Horn II,  East Central University

Inter- and Intra- Specific Comparison of Drosophila melanogaster and 
Drosophila virilis Using Reciprocal Crosses

P – 22
Jared Kinyon,  Angelo State University
Synthesis of an Enzyme Mimic for Cloud Seeding


P – 23

Brittanie L. Lassiter, Lubbock Christian University

Ethics and Morality: Determining Right and Wrong

P – 24
Jacqulyn Fleming, University of North Texas
An Unofficial Guide to Writing a College Town Guidebook

P – 25

Taylor Lassiter,  Lubbock Christian University

Christianity and Terrorism

P – 26

Geoffrey Lowe, Texas Tech University

Motivation for Exercise: Testing the Revised Social-Cognitive Model of 
Achievement Motivation

P – 27

Stephanie McCarty, East Central University

Analysis of Zinc Using Spectrophotometric Methods

P – 28

Jessica McIntire, Oklahoma City University

Symbolism, Ritualism and Peacemaking

P – 29

Audrey Myers,  East Central University

Thermodynamics of the Zinc - Oxygen - Hydrogen System

P – 30

Nichole Redington, University of Central Missouri

Do I have to do a Research Paper?

P – 31

Amanda Norman, East Central University

Inter- and Intra- Specific Comparison of Drosophila melanogaster and 
Drosophila virilis using Isozymes

P – 32

Jaclyn Bender and Chelsey Clarke,  Lubbock Christian University

Battered Woman Syndrome
P – 33

Laura Pendleton, Texas Woman's University

Preventative Health Measures: Exercise and Sleep Habits among College Students

P – 34

Wil Ramsey and Derek Smith,  Lubbock Christian University

The Trinitarian Phenomena

P – 35

Camille Robinson, Texas Tech University

Site-Directed Mutagenesis and the Activity of Yeast Sterol Methyl Transferase

P – 36

Richard Roper,  Lubbock Christian University

A Study on the Affects of Moisture on the Storage of Peanut Crops in West Texas.
P – 37
Adina Schultz, Angelo State University
A Student's Experience with The Washington Center in Washington D.C.


P – 38

Derek Smith and Wil Ramsey, Lubbock Christian University

Who is the One King?


ABSTRACTS OF ORAL PRESENTATIONS AND POSTERS

The abstracts below are reproduced as submitted.  No attempt has been made to correct or edit them.

20 – Minute Oral Presentations

Jonathan Abel,  Midwestern State University

Band of Brothers: The Battle of Agincourt

The Battle of Agincourt was the climax of the Hundred Years War, the single battle that united the kingdoms of France and England under a single man.  The story of the Band of Brothers who fought on the plain of Agincourt became one of legend: a story of triumph and loss, a story of the few conquering the many, a story of heroism and valor in the face of terrifying odds.  

Melissa Aguilar,  San Jacinto College

Ethical Relativism v. Ethical Absolutism

In our society, we live under the impression that relativism is the way that we accept our principles and those of others without prejudice. While ethical relativism is the way we acknowledge accepting that there is not a moral right or wrong, there is often the belief that what is seen as correct in society may not be right for all of humanity. Philosophers in the past have come up with several theories as to why people live and choose a certain way, often without regret. Two of the most popular and most discussed theories are ethical relativism and ethical absolutism, which are contrasted against each other. These contrasts are what make the controversy - the split between our society and philosophers themselves - and will probably never be solved. However, questioning the contrasts and the theories themselves is what allows our society to be able to make the best possible choice when it comes to how we live and knowing the reason why we live that way. 

Jillianne Alabastro, Texas Woman's University

The Formation of a Religious Identity and Gender Effects throughout Childhood and Adolescence

This presentation includes research based on the formation of a religious identity throughout childhood and adolescence and the effect of gender on how we translate our religious beliefs into action.  Research was done on how, as children and adolescents, our religious identity manifests itself throughout our development and what role gender plays in that manifestation and the degree with which religion permeates our identity.  The questions addressed are whether people think about religion differently based on their gender, what role gender has when it comes to the expression of our religious beliefs, and how we develop our religious identity throughout our childhood and adolescence.

Joshua Alkire, Abilene Christian University

One Honors Student Converts to Bardolatry

Since the late 17th century, Shakespeare has been idolized by many but ignored by the masses. Both groups will find interest in this presentation, which discusses how Shakespeare's deification can cause resentment in students and how an appreciation of modern works of literary merit can earn respect for their archaic foundations.

My paper demonstrates how the Honors Program seeped into both of my majors and helped me overcome my bias against antiquated literature. I call upon Harold Bloom and time-honored literary critics to synthesize the rare genius of the Old with the fresh relevance of the New.

Sara Alspaugh, Tulsa Community College
Lupus: Becoming Better Acquainted with an Autoimmune Disease
Though lupus affects many people, there are still those who have no knowledge of this disease or its effects.  It is important for people to be aware of lupus: what the symptoms are, what causes it, how to manage it, and how to go about diagnosing it.  The research addresses not only the disease but the treatment, focusing on alternative methods of managing lupus.

Michelle Anderson,  Montgomery College
Archetypal Shadows of Beowulf and Grendel: A Teaching Tool
Carl Gustav Jung, the foremost Archetypal theorist once wrote that, "The shadow is a living part of the personality and therefore wants to live with it in some form. It cannot be argued out of existence or rationalized into harmlessness" (The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious 20). Due to interaction and description of the characters Beowulf and Grendel, this mentality transcends into a literary analysis of archetypal shadowing in the ancient British epic Beowulf.  The project addresses the foundation of Jungian theory, the element of the participation mystic, and the indicators of archetypal shadowing between the protagonist Beowulf and the antagonist Grendel. Because of personal interest in both the topic and education, the information is comprised into a teachable instruction manual.  Both the context and content of the manual, along with the research regarding archetypal shadowing of Beowulf and Grendel will be addressed.

Enrique Sebastian Arduengo, University of North Texas
Hail Mary: The effect of the 1972 linebacker bombings on the Paris Peace Accords
Did the "linebacker" bombings of Spring-Winter 1972 affect the willingness of the North Vietnamese to come to a negotiated settlement with the United States? To complete this project I will conduct library research, starting with the broad concepts of the US involvement in Vietnam, and Strategic Air Power Doctrine. As my research becomes more focused I will visit specialized libraries and finally, near the conclusion of my research, I will conduct interviews with veterans to gather their views on the subject and their role in it.

Rachel Bader and Juanita Parker, McMurry University

The Essence of Style

Joan DeJean has written a provocative book, The Essence of Style.  In this work, DeJean not only tells us how the French created high fashion, fine food and cafes, the desire for diamonds, and celebrating with champagne, but she transports us back in time to experience the beginnings of modern day style and luxury.  She creatively unveils the beginnings of elegance under the meticulous direction of Louis XIV, the Sun King.  The intent of this workshop is to present a panel discussion of DeJean's conclusions.  There are three students in our group who will present various facets of DeJean's argument and discuss the implications of French influence on western culture.  If time allows, questions from the audience will be entertained.
Jessica Barnes,  McMurry University

The Sacramentologies of John Calvin and John Wesley
John Calvin and John Wesley were commonly considered to be extremely different theologians but, surprisingly, their sacramentologies were very much alike.  There was really only one major difference in their sacramentologies and this led to the difference that separated their sotierologies to such an extreme.  In order to present a better understanding of this issue, I will cover the overall view of sacraments held by both Calvin and Wesley, Wesley and Calvin's beliefs on Baptism, Wesley and Calvin's beliefs on the Euchraist, and how this is all connected to their sotierologies.

Selena Baxter,  Oklahoma City University
Women in State Legislatures
For decades, women at all levels of political office have been working for social, economic, and political equality. Despite the many political accomplishments of women all over the United States, women are still underrepresented in politics. In the 2005 session, 22.5% of state legislators were female, compared to 51% of the population of the United States. Female candidates face many obstacles when running for office, some very different than those that men face. Gender and sex stereotypes contribute to the gap in representation and help shape policy decisions. This paper reviews factors that influence the underrepresentation of women in state legislatures.

Erin Bodiford,  McMurry University

"Riding like Arabs, Fighting like devils": Terry's Texas Rangers involvement in the battle of Shiloh
Formed in late March,1861, Terry's Texas Rangers hold the distinction of firing the first and last shots at the battle of Shiloh. Drawing upon the letters of Ranger K.K. Rector and recollections from his other comrades in arms, this paper argues that the battle of Shiloh not only provided the Rangers with the opportunity for valor, but also demonstrated the reality of war. The Rangers found the enemy's reserve, won the last skirmish, and perpetuated the reputation created by the Texas Rangers of the previous generation. At Shiloh, however, they learned war was not glorious.
Annie Christensen Bollinger,  John Brown University

The Role of the Church in Trauma Healing: Implications for Post-Genocide Rwanda

Over 800,000 Rwandans were brutally massacred in the nation-wide genocide of 1994.  Today, thousands of survivors are searching for healing, reconciliation, and justice.  This study examined the process of trauma healing in order to ascertain the role the Anglican Church of Rwanda might play in that process.  Considering previous research, theories of counseling, and a survey of counselors in Rwanda, further recommendations for the Anglican Church’s work were postulated.

Jennifer Borgman, Texas Woman's University

Dropping Signs in a Simultaneous Communication Environment

This case study examines the dropping, or omitting, of signs in a home environment where the simultaneous use of speech and Signed Exact English II are expected. Children were observed in group and one-on-one settings. Patterns in the frequency of dropped signs were studied as well as the classification of the signs dropped. In the hearing children, a relationship was then sought between the data and normal language development. The linguistic interactions of the deaf child were examined for a correlation between dropped signs and the understanding of the developmental level of the communication partner.

Spencer Brown,  Tulsa Community College
Composers, Performers, Audience: What Keeps the Light on at the End of the Tunnel?
To truly appreciate music, it is necessary to have a firm understanding of imagination, conceptualization, and psychology as they relate to music.  This presentation will delve into the psychological depths of music: its composers, its performers, and its audience.  This presenter will hopefully give his audience a chance to appreciate the music to which they already listen, to appreciate music that they have not yet been introduced to, and to flex their imaginations when listening to music.

Stacy Brown,  University of Central Missouri

Reinvigorate Your Honors Social Programming!

This presentation is designed to give students in honors an easy way to create fun and interesting social programs. The presentation will explain and demonstrate several creative ideas that have been used by the Honors College Students' Association at the University of Central Missouri.  In addition, the audience will be introduced to a fun and easy activity that can generate some of the most interesting programs your honors program has ever seen!  Social committee and programming chairs will come away with some great ideas for their honors programs.

Amanda Buchanan, Abilene Christian University

Romeo, O Romeo (Where Art Thou, Sheep?)

Picture honors students on their hands and knees pretending to be sheep, and you have been transported to our performance of medieval drama in Honors Seminar in Fine Arts. The first part of the course focused on Romeo and Juliet, comparing the original play with four movie versions. Then we studied and performed sections of Handel's Messiah. Finally we gave a Christmas performance of the medieval Second Shepherds' Play and incorporated Handel's music. In this cross-genre, hands-on course, we experienced different fusions of literature, music, theatre, and film. This presentation will include photos of our production.

Joseph Buck,  John Brown University

I Would Have You Know: Paul's View of Knowledge and Learning

Some Christians oppose faith to knowledge and reason, often using certain passages from the apostle Paul's writings to defend their position. For example, Paul warns against deceptive philosophy in one passage, and in another place, he emphasizes God's Spirit and power against human wisdom. This paper addresses both of those passages and sets them within their respective contexts so that Paul's message becomes clear: Christians should value the knowledge of Christ above all else, but they can learn everything in relation to Christ. Paul criticizes the wrong use of knowledge, not knowledge itself.

Rebekah Campbell,  University of Texas at Arlington

How to Tame a Maverick: Molecular Evolution of Mammalian C-Integrases

Mavericks define a class of mobile genetic elements recently identified in various organisms, excluding mammals. We propose that mammalian c-integrases have become domesticated from Mavericks.  We identified c-integrases in 16 species of placental mammals, and also in opossum, representing marsupials. This suggests domestication prior to the placental and marsupial divergence.  We found two copies of c-integrases in most placental species examined.  However in some species one copy degenerated while the other was intact, and in others only one pseudogene remained.  Selection analyses show that both genes are evolving under evolutionary constraints, implying important, but perhaps distinct cellular functions.

Virginia Cannon,  Tulsa Community College
Service Dogs
The Americans with Disabilities Act guarantees the rights of disabled individuals to utilize the skills of service dogs in public facilities.  First, this presentation will explore the service dogs' qualifications, such as breed, age, ability, and health.  Second, this presentation will educate the audience on the national law concerning service dog accessibility.

Nelson Carter, San Jacinto College

Game Theory:  The Game of Life?
Game theory is a system of strategic thinking and a branch of mathematics, using probability as a tool to objectively choose a course of action best suited to address a given situation.  One could ask, "Will I win more by buying one ten-dollar scratch ticket or ten one-dollar tickets?” Or one could ask, "A presidential candidate needs four of seven swing states but has less advertising dollars than his or her opponent; how can he or she ensure victory?"  Game theory is designed to answer these types of questions. We will discuss basic concepts and will apply them to various disciplines.  

Lauren Castilla,  University of North Texas
The Role of Apoptosis in the Ductus Arteriosi of Chicken and Emu Hatchlings
The ductus arteriosus has been the focus of numerous experiments involving the development of the cardiovascular system in animals. However, while several research endeavors have yielded results concerning the presence of hypoxia in the embryo and neonatal stages of life, few have touched upon the physical reconstruction of the ductus arteriosus, other than trying to trigger its commencement. Therefore, I would like to look for the presence of apoptosis in the remodeling phase of the ductus arteriosus, construct a hypothesis that might explain the cause of the cell death, and then compare these findings between chicken hatchlings and emu hatchlings.

Alison R. Chapman, Texas Woman's University

African Ritual Traditions and Western Procedures of Female Genital Cutting:  Similarities Between Practices

In this presentation, African ritual traditions which are commonly known as "female genital mutilation" (FGM) or "female genital cutting" are compared to 19th century gynecological surgeries and contemporary cosmetic surgeries (including vaginal reconstruction and male circumcision).  Westerners who have little knowledge of these rituals and procedures will be shown the similarities between these seemingly diverse practices.  This knowledge is a significant step toward recognizing the fact that Westerners demonize those rituals associated with Africa and condone and respect those practices associated with the West.

Amy Chester, University of Central Missouri

Facebook: The good, the bad, and the ugly

Facebook is all around us, and it can be all of these things: good, bad, and ugly.  The Honors College at the University of Central Missouri teaches students how to protect themselves on Facebook in the Honors sections of AE 1400, Freshman Seminar.  The Honors College also uses the social networking site to advertise events and to stay connected with the students.  This presentation will explore the dangers of Facebook, the benefits of Facebook, and the ways Honors programs can use Facebook effectively in their own program.  
Stephen Cortiaus, San Jacinto College
The Role of Innovation in the Rise of Dell Computers
This paper provides an overview of the history of Dell Computers, and how Dell's continual innovation in the way they conduct business has helped them rise to become one of, if not the, largest distributor of personal computer systems in the world. 

Deidra Dallas, Texas Tech University

Marketing Gertrude Stein in Postmodern Literature

Gertrude Stein had many difficulties attempting to publish her works. She had to rely on her eccentric personality to sell her pieces. Because of hers and others struggles, Postmodern authors such as Mark Z. Danielewski do not suffer the same trials. It is my assertion that without the efforts of Gertrude Stein, eccentric authors of today would have no market whatsoever to publish their works.

Gemma Daly,  Midwestern State University

Natural Selection in the Human Genome: HIV Resistance

HIV exploits a receptor on the T cell membrane called CCR5, but a mutation that deletes 32 DNA base pairs has been shown to confer resistance by removing these receptors. The mutation is young, but has reached high frequencies in Europe, indicating intense positive selection. However, HIV is too young to have exerted this selective pressure by itself.  This presentation focuses on the debate over the historical selective pressure acting on CCR5-?32, inferences that can be drawn from the allele's distribution, and the effect that genetic treatments at the CCR5 locus could have in the future treatment of HIV.

David Daniel,  Montgomery College
Laughing All The Way Home: The Sitcom and the American Man Crisis
 Since its rise in popularity from the close of World War II, television has served as one of the primary sources of social instruction for the American family.  From dramas, such as the Sopranos, to reality television programming, such as Survivor, TV has captured the hearts and minds of America for generations.  But since its inception, one type of show has remained constant; the Sitcom.  In the past fifty years television's portrayal of the American family, in this comedic form, has changed dramatically.  Yet no where else is this change seen more dramatically, or more disturbingly, than in the analysis of the American Sitcom Dad.  This study discusses the alarming degeneration of character that has occurred in the media's portrayal of American men.

Deborah DeGrate, Park University

What the Food Network Hasn't Explained Yet!

How Does the Menu Influence the Commercial Kitchen Design?

Everyone has to eat. Enjoying meals prepared away from the home has moved far beyond fad and trend. It has become an integral part of our everyday life worldwide. After deciding on the type of restaurant, how do food producers determine the space, the equipment, and the layout required to create their own successful marketing niche? What are the relationships between the types of food served, the commercial kitchen equipment and layout chosen to produce it?  My research focuses on the relationship between the particular food product, timing, preparation, sanitation and safety, equipment used and design layout.

Amber Dennison, John Brown University

Muslims, Prayer, and Christianity
Have you ever wondered about Islam? What are some of the key components of Islam? Muslims pray five times a day - why? Prayer is integral in both Christianity and Islam - two of the world's largest religions.  Although there are many similarities between the two types of prayer, when a person converts to the other religion, the action of prayer in their life drastically changes.  What are the differences in both belief and practice between the religions, and how can they be coped with?

Jacqueline DeVaney,  North Harris College
The Role of the Nurse and Cancer Literature

Oncology, the study of cancer, became a specialization in 1972. The American Cancer Society estimates that 1,399,790 people will have cancer in 2006. However, there are methods available to prevent cancer or to detect cancer early in the disease process so that damage from cancer is minimized. This information can be found in pamphlets designed by the American Cancer Society. Nurses can utilize these pamphlets to educate the population on cancer prevention and detection to possibly reduce the prevalence of cancer in American society.

Sandy Diep, Texas Woman's University

Representations of Asian Women in a Culturally Dependent Context

With sufficient data, I plan to prove that the cultural influence from within Asian groups and influence from Western culture has only continued to increase body dissatisfaction among Asian females. Resources for the topic include books, articles taken from various journals, websites, and especially Dove's global Campaign for Real Beauty. The globalization of the concept of beauty challenges the social values of Asian women. This presentation will explore how Asian women's body perception has become increasingly distorted.

Paul R. Dorasil,  University of Texas at Arlington

The Luck of the Texan:  An Empirical Analysis of Texas Lottery Games

This paper undertakes an empirical analysis of the relationship between three popular lottery games in the state of Texas: Lotto Texas, Texas Two Step, and the multi-state Mega Millions game.  The analysis suggests complementarity between the Texas Lotto and Mega Millions.  Therefore, running both games simultaneously benefits the state of Texas.  The results also suggest that Lotto Texas tends to have more habitual players while Mega Millions and Texas Two Step players tend to be more spontaneous.  The initial results are used to simulate those prices at which consumers prefer one game over another.

Trey Downer, Texas Tech University

The Living Dead in British Romantic Drama

In order to satisfy cultural preoccupation with ghosts during the British Romantic period, Joanna Baillie, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and P.B. Shelley wrote "living ghosts" into their plays DE MONFORT, REMORSE, and THE CENCI.  This dramatic strategy enabled playwrights to stage ghosts and to haunt both their plays' characters and their audiences with characters who should be dead but who continue to walk the earth until they conclude their unfinished business.  In other words, these plays feature "the living dead" in ways my presentation will examine.

Clara Duer, Texas Woman's University

Two Women: Same Names, Different Purposes

Women throughout history have played a significant role in the development of the United States. This presentation will outline the stories of two women: Clara Driscoll and Clara Barton. Clara Driscoll is known primarily for her work in keeping the Alamo intact. Clara Barton became famous through her involvement in the Civil War as a nurse and the founding of the Red Cross chapter in America. Research will come from various biographies, articles, and archives and outline the accomplishments of these women.

Preston Fassel,  Montgomery College
A Collective Projected Resentment: The Mafia Movie as a Reflection of the American Collective Subconscious
Ever since James Cagney smashed a grapefruit into his girlfriend’s face in The Public Enemy (1931), Mafia movies have been an entertainment phenomenon. Today, the influence of Mafia movies can be seen in virtually every aspect of American pop culture, with the lines "He made him an offer he couldn't refuse" and "Say hello to my little friend" being quoted almost as much as some verses of the Bible. Yet, in all of the fervor, in the midst of all of this adulation, the question remains: Why? Why are these movies about a clandestine, macho organization of killers and crooks so popular? Why do they resonate so with the American people? As this presentation will demonstrate, the popularity of Mafia movies is not simply a cultural phenomenon; it is a reflection of the American condition itself.

Desiree Frederickson, Texas Woman's University

The Phantom of the Opera: The Colors Make All the Difference

In The Phantom of the Opera, the phantom may be intriguing, but the colors are amazing. The colors are symbolic and carefully chosen not only to entertain the eyes, but also to captivate the mind. Therefore, this presentation will investigate the importance of black, red, and white in the film. An explanation of how these colors develop characters, influence props, and determine scene settings will be included. As Robert Delaunay stated, "The eye is the most refined of our senses, the one which communicates most directly with our mind, our consciousness."
Christie Gardner,  University of North Texas
A Look at College Students with Insomnia and Mental Health Symptomology
We performed the current study to examine the relationships between insomnia and mental health problems in college students. To date, 365 undergraduate students have been assessed cross-sectionally in the spring of 2006 and will be assessed again at a 1-year follow up. Insomnia was assessed with self-report diaries. Mental health problems were assessed with Symptom Check List (SCL-90). This study confirms that college students with insomnia have significantly more mental health problems than college students without insomnia. Further analyses would examine if insomnia is a risk factor for development of these mental health problems over the course of the year.

Jeremy Garrett, Lee College
The Elephant Man: Themes of the Industrial Revolution
"Life! Is full of surprises!" commands Mr.Bytes, the cruel proprietor of a traveling freak show in which John Merrick, the "Elephant Man," is the star attraction. Indeed, for John Merrick, surprises are the circumstances under which he has lived his entire life. Although Merrick suffers from a disease which will unlikely strike any of us, many likenesses can be seen between the story of Merrick, as it is in the film (The Elephant Man), and the everyday conditions of the workers of the Industrial Revolution in England.

Meredith Ghrist, John Brown University
Skyscrapers and Slums: A Look at the Difficulty and Importance of Contextualization in Community Development
This paper starts by explaining the terms "contextualization" and "community development" and giving a brief history of the growth of the two as important ideas with international interaction. It then moves into a more involved discussion of whether or not contextualization is a positive thing and why it is often difficult to practice and promote contextualization in development work. 
Christina Graves, Oklahoma City University

Mestizaje Theology of Mission in the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference

Issues of social justice are everywhere! This paper looks at the treatment of the mestizaje (the generation of a new people from two disparate parent peoples) from the Mexican tradition within the Oklahoma United Methodist Church Annual Conference through: 1) defining the mestizaje by looking at Elizondo's Galilean Concept, their history, solidarity; 2) defining God through Father, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, popular religiosity (Virgin Mary, Lady of Guadelupe, Crucified Christ) as seen by theologians and local pastors; and 3) defining the mestizaje theology of mission by looking at church stances, doctrine, the Bible, and interviews with preachers.

Daniel Green,  University of Missouri Kansas City
Facebook and Aristotle: Ethics of Online Relationships
Online social networking may have a gilded sheen of modernity, but beneath the surface remains the key question of friendship discussed by Aristotle in the Nicomachean Ethics: What is true friendship? 
More specifically, is it possible to participate in a friendship online, with out direct person-to-person contact? 
"Facebook and Aristotle: Ethics of Online Relationships" explores the possibility of friendship via the World Wide Web, and brings to the forefront serious discussion of what it means to be friends in the cyber world.

Catherine Hagar,  Tulsa Community College
Ju-on: Structure and Meaning
The Japanese film, Ju-on, was a cult success for Eastern audiences.  The film was first released straight to video, and then recreated by the same director for the theater.  Following its popularity in Japan, director Takashi Shimizu created an American version of his film-The Grudge.  Roger Ebert's review of The Grudge was, "The movie may have some subterranean level on which the story strands connect and make sense, but it eluded me.  The fragmented time structure is a nuisance, not a style."  I will not argue against Roger Ebert's review, but explain why he and other Americans did not enjoy the film. 
There are several reasons why Americans did not accept Shimizu's American movie:
        The differences in Japanese and American folklores.
        The narrative structure and use of orality.
        The focus switch from the community to the individual.
These issues explain Shimizu's failure to Americanize his film.

Tricia Hager,  University of Central Missouri

Producing an Effective Honors Bulletin for Fun and Profit

Producing a monthly honors bulletin can be a challenge, but it is also an opportunity to engender fun and excitement in your program as well as profit!  A monthly bulletin can provide an effective direct line of communication with honors members but it can also produce "profitable" results in terms of political support, alumni support, and recruitment of new members.  This presentation will focus on how we produce our bulletin at the University of Central Missouri and the challenges we face.  Sample issues will be available.
Austin Halliday, Alan Swinford, and Christopher Hall, Lubbock Christian University

Revelations on Revelation

The project will be a spoken presentation, assisted with multimedia (powerpoint, etc.) concerning the book of Revelation.  The project seeks to answer the question of whether the occurences of Revelation have already occurred, will occur, or both, with emphasis specifically on the Roman Empire and the Second World War.  Through research into the book of Revelation itself and into various historical references and commentaries, such as those of Barclay, the project hopes to provide a definitive answer to these questions.

Carly Hallman,  Texas Woman's University

What Every Honors Student Needs to Know about China

This presentation is about the personal experiences of a foreign student and Gilman scholar in China. Personal experiences in the country will be used, as well as knowledge acquired through classes at Nanjing University to address the changing political, social, and economic conditions in China, and how such changes will affect this generation. Throughout the presentation, the importance of Chinese education (language, history, economics, culture) in American universities will be stressed, and opportunities for students to pursue these areas of study overseas will be discussed.
Huma M. Hameed,  University of North Texas

Muslim Countries as They Diverge or Converge with Democratic Ideals

There has been much focus on the Middle East especially since the terrorist attacks that occurred on 9-11.  Many political scientists have equated the lack of democracy in the Middle East with the incompatibility of the predominant religion, Islam, and the ideology of the people with democracy.  The focus of my paper is to show that it is not the incompatibility of a particular religion but the absence of a constitution that reflects the rights of the citizen, the balanced duties of the government, and the protection of the people from the government.

Nikki Hanneman and Camille Robinson with Michael Harrington-Texas Tech University

Connecting Freshmen to the Honors Community and Beyond

Honors programs, such as community service, cultural events, and interactive presentations, facilitate student involvement while broadening intellectual and personal horizons. This can boost enthusiamsm and build a foundation for lifelong participation in these areas. The presentation will address how to organize programs with the use of student mentors.
Blake Hartung, John Brown University

Empires of the East- Byzantine and Islamic Relations and the Development of Muslim and Christian Interaction

In this day and age, Christian and Muslim relations are becoming increasingly important in both the religous and political spheres. For many people, this level of Chistian and Muslim confrontation may seem unprecedented in world history; however, the truth about Christian and Muslim relations is that there was a Christian entity that began a long and complicated relationship with Muslims only a few years after Islam’s founding: the Orthodox Christian Byzantine Empire, the continuation of the Roman Empire in the East. When Islam arose in the early seventh century, the Byzantines found themselves taken off guard and very nearly destroyed by the Arab Muslim invaders, and when the smoke cleared, these two empires, and their respective religions, had a relationship to work out. To understand their interactions, one must consider the rocky historical and religious relationship between the two civilizations, and how it has affected Muslim and Christian interactions to this day. 
Adam Hernandez, San Jacinto College

Hurricane Katrina: A Natural and Bureaucratic Disaster
This paper explores the bureaucratic mess surrounding the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and its impact on our nation, told from a personal perspective. Katrina brought to the nation's eyes the failures of a bureaucratic system of natural disaster response, and how several agencies of the US Government were ill-prepared. As a Katrina survivor, the effects it has had on my life will be felt for year to come.  

Linda Hudson, Tulsa Community College
College Tuition and the Undocumented Immigrant
Although controversial, this presentation will show that the benefits of granting in-state tuition for undocumented immigrants outweigh the disadvantages.  First, we will explore what might happen if we do not reach out to the undocumented immigrant.  Next, we will consider the requirements for in-state tuition as set forth in Oklahoma House Bill 1559.  Finally, we will examine the overall positive impact of undocumented immigrant education for every resident of our state.

Andrew Husband,  Sam Houston State University

"I yearn for the darkness": Epicurean Thoughts on Death in McCarthy's Recent Fiction

American novelist Cormac McCarthy is considered by many to be one of the greatest living writers of our time. During the past forty years he has written a screen play, two plays, and ten novels, including the National Book Award winner All The Pretty Horses. His most recent works, the post-apocalyptic novel The Road and the dramatic novel The Sunset Limited, concern an issue admittedly important to the reclusive author: death. Following the atomist philosophy of Epicurus and the work of James Warren, I will develop an interpretation of McCarthy's treatment of death in these new works.
Mary Isaacs,  Brazosport College

Environmental Ethics & Social Suicide

The environment is a concern in American society, yet there are surprisingly few ardent supporters.  What are the drawbacks or obstacles that inhibit increased participation in the environmental movement?  A sociological perspective is explored: constraints of social status, cultural norms, and American values.  Environmental destruction becomes a status symbol as well as a consequence, thus a legacy of cyclic destruction is left.  The role that convenience plays is considered.  Its influence in daily life and effect on social values and norms contributes to the overall cycle.  This PowerPoint enhanced presentation will explore why society's patterns are detrimental to the environment.

Tina Jakubowski, Tulsa Community College

The Most Sensational, Inspirational Jim Henson

Explore Jim Henson:  Muppet creator, master illusionist, visionary, and inspiration.  Jim Henson's message imparts the importance of following our dreams, collaborating, strong work ethics, and positive actions,  His life, his body of work and his fantastic creations bestow upon the world a legacy of values and role models for all age groups.  Through an exposition and lively PowerPoint presentation, the life lessons Jim Henson imparted to the world will be examined.  Experience the lasting impacts of his legacy.
Elaine Jones,  North Harris College

Interpersonal Communication in Korea
This exposition examines several aspects of Korean culture which include: how Koreans prioritize relationships, how they tolerate diversity, and how they deal with conflict.  This analysis was conducted in order to facilitate a better understanding of the culture of a country that currently has significant impact on the world today.  Although Korea was separated into North and South Korea in 1945, it was clear from study that South Koreans have not significantly deviated from the Confucian roots that the country originally was established in despite modernization.

Jaime Jones,  East Central University

Schumann - Reflections of the Past, Music of the Future

His music sounds visionary, but what about the content of his life and compositions? Robert Schumann's life, including his music and his actions outside of music, was one of Romantic craziness. Many of Schumann's compositions contain extramusical associations and imaginary characters to portray different aspects of himself. His original musical elements push him out of the simplistic Classical era, and as a performer, he went to extremes to perfect his technique, eventually causing injury. In this session, I will discuss how love, literature, and intellect combined to rule this composer's existence.

Mike Jones, Laney Monsey, Nora Hall,  Oklahoma City University
Recording History: The Use of Video in Research & Memorial
This presentation will cover the use of video and other visual tools in recording history, especially the creation of memorials. In creating our memorial project we accomplished three additional tasks.
First, theorizing the future of memorial research in collegiate work.
Second, helping to create and define a new service-learning project for Oklahoma City University.

And third, defining the do's and don'ts of using video for research.
We will cover all three in our presentation.

Afshan Kamrudin, University of North Texas
 Barriers of Accessing Healthcare Among the Vietnamese Population in Tarrant County: An Assessment of Language Concordance between Doctors and Patients
The Healthcare realm faces many criticisms for not meeting the needs of patients and creating difficult barriers. To explain the impact of the varying degrees of language concordance between Vietnamese patients and their healthcare providers in comparison to the perception of care that they received, the Health Belief Model (HBM) will be used. The goal is to understand the factors that go into the perception of barriers for the Vietnamese population of Tarrant County, as well as a consideration of other barriers. This will strictly be a data analysis of survey participant information of 100 Vietnamese patients.

Harpreet Kaur,  Lee College

A Legacy Rekindled: The Vision of a Philanthropist and Community Builder

Indian philanthropist, Sardar Mohan Singh Sambih, the child of an underprivileged family, turned himself into a business magnate and contributed generously to society and education in his native land. Retiring at the age of thirty-nine, he dedicated the remainder of his life to humanitarian issues.  He also sat on several university boards and was honored with two prestigious Praman Patra Humanitarian Awards. Known for his enthusiasm and hard work, his memory is enshrined in The Sardar Mohan Singh Sambih Trust Fund that is dedicated to keeping his vision alive, not just in India, but in the United States as well.

Liz Kellam,  Southeastern Oklahoma State University

The Cinderella Effect

My presentation explores Ovid's Pygmalion and how it has inspired numerous cultural objects in modern culture. My focus is on George Bernard Shaw's play Pygmalion and his take on the fantasy of "transformation" that he drew from the myth of Pygmalion. I will also discuss my idea of the "Cinderella Effect," which is how our modern Pygmalion myth, Cinderella, has greatly influenced literature and media throughout history.

Amie Savanah Kirk, Texas Woman's University

First Ladies: Public and Private

First Ladies of America take on a great deal as wives of the President. I am exploring the public and private lives of these remarkable women and the incredible burden they bear. Some of the following questions will be addressed: How do they cope with the pressure of being a world leader's wife? What is required of First Ladies? How are their families affected? Have First Ladies influenced the President and consequently the United States and the World?  If so, how? Who may be considered the best First Lady? The worst?

Mary Pat Kleineck, University of North Texas
Can you hear me now? Benefits of Frequency-Modulated (FM) Systems for Adults and Children Using Cochlear Implants: A Meta-Analytic Approach
Cochlear implants (CI) significantly improve hearing for people with severe to profound hearing losses, but these devices do not restore hearing in noise. With a frequency modulated (FM) system, a CI user can hear a louder speech signal from the transmitter. This project will compare the improvements in speech recognition in noise for CI users when using classroom sound-field, desktop sound-field, and direct-audio input (DAI) FM systems. The methodology includes gathering data for all listening conditions, from 8 studies. A meta-analysis will be run to determine the FM benefit and whether one system is more efficient than others.

Stacey Kniatt,  University of North Texas
Machiavelli's The Prince as a Satire: An Exploratory look at Machiavelli's Works to Determine His True Political Inclinations
For centuries, scholars have seen The Prince as a work representative of Machiavelli's shift in political ideology; however, this work may not accurately reflect Machiavelli's true opinions. Scholars have reexamined the work and started to doubt the seriousness of Machiavelli's message. Now scholars also believe that Machiavelli possibly wrote The Prince before Discourses and always believed that a republic was the ideal government.  The Prince challenges all of Machiavelli's other works and what we know of his life; this inconsistency and the knowledge of Machiavelli's real opinions give evidence that The Prince is a satire.

Justin Krudop,  San Jacinto College

"And There was a Rainbow: The Story of the Battle For the Construction of the Rainbow Bridge"

Not long after the turn of the nineteenth century Captain Anthony Lucas discovered oil in a lonely field in southeast Texas.  That oil derrick, Lucas #1, became responsible for the birth of Port Arthur and Orange, as well as Beaumont becoming a boomtown.   After the oil boom in 1901, the rivers were dredged and the old marshlands were filled in, making room for the advancement of small towns around Orange and Jefferson Counties.  While capitalization on black gold increased travel and shipping, the Neches River was paramount to navigation.   The ships could sail to and from Beaumont by way of the Neches, while an automobile could not travel from Port Arthur to Orange without crossing the ferry at the Dryden crossing, in Port Arthur.  With increased travel and development of new towns, the dream of a bridge became real and, over time, the battle between Orange and Jefferson counties would delay for more than a decade the bridge's completion in 1938.

Victor Lazado, University of North Texas

The Letters of Benjamin Britten's War Requiem
The purpose of this project is to find any mention of intent while Britten was composing the War Requiem with an emphasis on homosexuality. The researcher gathered letters from secondary resources and primary resources at the Britten-Pears Library in England. The conclusions found indicate that more research needs to be done. Many thanks to Professor Gibbons for his guidance throughout the project and to Dean Gloria Cox of the Honors College and Dean James Scott of the College of Music for their financial support.

Rebekah LeBlanc,  Lubbock Christian University

Analysis of the Impacts of Job Outsourcing

This is an analysis of the major aspect of job outsourcing from the United States point of view. Does job outsourcing really hurt the United States economy as well as the people in the countries we outsource to? Is outsourcing contributing negatively to our trade deficit? This detailed analysis will provide thorough and conclusive research of both sides of this argument as well as my opinion.

Jenna Ledford, University of North Texas

A Socio-Cultural Analysis of the "Heroin Chic" Fashion Phase of the 1990's

The purpose of this analysis is to better understand how fashion fads can be indicators of larger cultural issues. The heroin chic phase is of particular interest due to its controversial themes of violence, self-destruction, and victimization. This paper looks at how heroin chic found an audience and why, how various groups reacted, what the fad hinted at on a larger cultural level, and how it affected and continues to affect Western culture today.

Hannah Lee, Lee College

Marxist Implications in Rene Magritte's Artwork

I intend to discuss an interpretation of anti-capitalism in several of the Belgian Surrealist painter Rene Magritte's works, particularly The Great War, The Survivor, Personal Values, and The Forbidden Reproduction. I will especially focus on his themes of violence and war in The Great War and The Survivor to evaluate current implications of human-caused destruction, considering the political turmoil affecting the world.
William Lee, William Nutting, Daniel Graham, Texas A&M University

Everything I needed to know about Honors recruiting, I learned in Kindergarten.

Recruiting Honors students is all about making connections. Oftentimes we forget that the most important factor in Honors recruiting is relating to potential honors students on a personal level. Honors students are one of the most diverse groups of people that you can have in a small setting, but they are all united by their childhood experiences. At Texas A&M University, we’ve learned the success of appealing to basic childhood pleasures and discovered that the most effective recruiting tools are often the simplest. Our presentation will draw connections between successful Honors recruiting techniques and the most basic childhood impulses.

Jill Loethen, University of Central Missouri

An Honors First Year Experience Course

The transition from high school to college can be quite an adjustment for many incoming honors freshmen.  From homesickness to collegiate-level homework to time management, many students have difficulty coping with this new lifestyle.  The University of Central Missouri has designed a First-Year Seminar to cater specifically to the special needs of honors students.  At this presentation, worksheets and lesson plans will be available for your use.  If you are thinking of creating an Honors First-Year Seminar or are looking for ways to improve a current course, this presentation is the one for you!  

Jason Lovins,  North Harris College
Math and Science: Crisis in America
In science & math, our students rank behind "developing nations" in Asia who spend LESS per capita on education than we do.  I volunteered at a group that runs robotics competitions for High School students to raise interest.  My presentation will discuss other ideas to raise interest in math & science.

Joshua Luedicke, Lee College

A Marxian Critique of Rebecca Harding Davis "Life in the Iron-Mills"

Karl Marx's theory of alienation argues that capitalism frustrates human development by estranging people from their work, their products, and the relationships they have with others in the world.  Rebecca Harding Davis incorporates the aforementioned sociological theme into her short story "Life in the Iron-Mills."  The internal evolution of Davis's protagonist, Hugh Wolfe, functions as a symbol of a self-actualizing person of the lower class in opposition with the economy in which he lives.  Hugh Wolfe's anguish illustrates the misery tolerated by proletarian workers in a capitalist society, which ultimately leads to the loss of health and human intellectual potential.

Lisa Luff, John Brown University

The Platonic and Neo-Platonic Idea of 'Forms' in the Works of Jonathan Edwards.

The effect of Platonic philosophy has been felt throughout much of American literature, from the Pilgrims to the present.  American authors have used Plato’s idea of “forms” in radically different ways.  In many works, this idea is expressed through a Christian worldview, such as through the writing of Jonathan Edwards.  Specific characteristics of Christian doctrine and theology influence the unique slant that Edwards gives to traditional Platonic and Neo-Platonic thought.  Though Jonathan Edwards touts a clearly Christian worldview throughout all of his writing, Platonic philosophy has undoubtedly left its mark on Edwards’ thought processes and value systems, much as it did for early Christian apologists and continues to do for more modern Christian writers as well.
Rose Lynch,  Tulsa Community College
To Abstain or Not to Abstain-Is That Really the Question?
In the early 1980s, during the administration of President Ronald Reagan, the federal government began granting funds to several faith-based initiatives and organizations to promote abstinence-only sexual education among teenagers.  Several abstinence programs were put into place with these federal funds. This presentation will examine several key issues important to teen sexual activity. Are abstinence-only programs effective in preventing risky adolescent sexual behavior?  If not, how should sexual education classes adjust? 

John Maddoux, Texas Woman's University

Homosexuality in Males is a Specific Risk Factor for Eating Disorders

This presentation will discuss the relationship between eating disorders in males and homosexuality. Specifically it looks at many factors that contribute to the correlation, including, but not limited to, masculinity vs. femininity in hetero- and homosexual males; the ideal body, body image, body dissatisfaction of homosexual males compared to their heterosexual counterparts; self-esteem of homosexual males; and, the double standards and societal pressures that are specific to only homosexual males.

     The majority of the research comes from scientific journals and other psychological sources; however, some anecdotal personal observations have also been included.

Samuel Mathis,  San Jacinto College
Stem Cell Research and Political Controversy

Stem cell research is one of the most hotly debated issues in the United States Congress today.  Stem cells are one of the greatest advances medically that have been made this century.  Unfortunately, the issue of  stem cell  research has been distorted by the media.  Scientists are seen as killing innocent beings for the cause of science.  This negative image and lack of firm understanding has caused a rift between not only opposing political parties but also between members of the same party.

Esther Matthew,  Midwestern State University

Cultural Relief for East Side Youth

"Vandalism! Crime! Unrest!" is the lament of concerned residents on the East Side. The many institutions in the area are unable to channel the energies of such a belligerent group. Hence the outcry of the East Side Neighborhood Watch to develop more challenging, gripping, soul-searching activities for the youth of the neighborhood. Therefore, research is underway to write a play about the 1969 closing of the Booker T. Washington High School, as a result of the Civil Rights Movement. The play will foster cultural awareness, as well as moral responsibility among the youth.

Ashley May, Texas Tech University

Class-Bending in British Romantic Drama

In Hannah Cowley's A BOLD STROKE FOR A HUSBAND and Joanna Baillie's DE MONFORT, we discover a kind of "class-bending" that destabilizes British social hierarchies at the end of the eighteenth century.  In these plays, lower class characters are given higher class positions even though they retain the economic restraints of their lower rank, resulting in a performance of tensions between waning aristocrats and the growing bourgeoisie.  My presentation will explore these class anxieties and the playwrights' stragegy of class-bending.

Katherine McElhany, Christina Panousieris, Jillian Arizpe, Texas A&M University

When Honors Students are Being Recruited, What is the Ideal Role of Parents?

Parents of high-achieving students can be more involved and often have high expectations regarding their students' achievements. There is no doubt that parental influence is an important part in the decisions made by Honors students. How do we ensure that the wishes of students are taking precedence, instead of the expectations of the parents? Our presentation, drawn from experience working with students and parents at a summer Honors program for Texas A&M University, will address these questions and others regarding the role of Honors parents in recruiting.

Jessica Meisner, Texas Woman's University

Women in the Public Sphere

Social construction of the "appropriate" roles of females has historically condemned women to a life at home. Women in the public sphere have been labeled as fragile and sensitive, but what gives society the right to label women with these characteristics? Is there proof to back up the "weakness" of women? This discussion will focus on three main areas where women participate in the public sphere and try and determine whether or not women are truly incapable of what society has told us. Specifically the presentation will focus on athletics, the workforce, and politics, stressing anatomical and psychological differences between men and women.

Matt Mellema,  John Brown University

Our Fair Ladies
This paper compares F. Scott Fitzgerald's Winter Dreams with Henry James' Daisy Miller: a Study.  Both of these short stories feature enigmatic women, perplexed men, and social commentary.  When viewed together, they reveal a message that extends far beyond simple romantic relationships.
Dr. Kay Meyers, Dr. Gweth Holzmann, and Michael Gewecke, Oral Roberts University

Assessment of Honors Students and Programs

Oral Roberts University has been on the forefront of academic assessment with its implementation of a campus-wide ePortfolio assessment system. The panel will discuss the impact this tool has had on the ORU Honors Program from the viewpoint of an administrator, faculty member, and student.  Topics will include the benefits of using this type of assessment system as a supplement to traditional assessment methods, the challenges encountered by the implementation of the system, and the implications for the honors student as he/she progresses into the workplace or graduate/professional education, and the implications for the Honors Program as a whole.

Krystal and Nikole Michaelson,  Oral Roberts University

From Abraham to the Second Adam: Christianity and Its Jewish Roots

Some erect a pseudo-dichotomy between Judaism and Christianity when in fact Christianity cannot exist without Judaism. Paul, a Jew before a Christian, saw Jesus as the fulfillment of all of his Jewish Messianic hopes. Without Judaism there is no Christianity yet many Christians do not embrace their Jewish heritage and instead mark it as foreign. From Abraham to the second Adam, Judaism has played a significant role in the shaping of Christianity and therefore should not be neglected in understanding Christianity. Most New Testament writers used their Jewish background to validate and affirm their Christian experience. Christians also unconsciously use Semitic block logic as opposed to Western Greek logic when validating their faith or when reconciling seemingly contradictory elements of their belief system.

Jennifer Milani, University of Texas at Arlington

Comparative Analysis of Art Motifs in Three Hunter-Gatherer Societies

The appearance of art by hunter-gatherer societies has long captivated scholars, as it represents significant advances in human symbolic expression.    In this thesis, I will address the question of why there are repeated patterns seen among different cultures. To what extent of the images and motifs are epiphenomenal and how many are patterned from the natural environment, religion, play, leisure, or a number of other possibilities?  I will employ an inter-disciplinary approach with a data set that includes: Paleolithic sites in France, which consists of Lascaux, Les Combarelles, Les Trois Freres and others in addition to the Aboriginal art of Australia and to the San Bushmen of Southern Africa.  Whether functional or simply epiphenomenal, this form of symbolic expression serves a practical purpose among its user to form a social value and help them through their battle for existence.

Aaron Blake Mitchell, Lamar University

Knot Theory and Knot Energies
An intuitive description of mathematical knot theory and knot energies is given for the non-mathematically oriented audience.  Knot theory is a budding research area with applications to areas such as DNA research and polymer science.
The crossing probability energy $E_{cp}$ is defined and properties are explored.  The energy is based upon the probability that non-adjacent edge pairings of a polygonal knot do not cross.
For the mathematically oriented audience, $E_{cp}$ is found to be asymptotically finite, but not asymptotically smooth.  An algorithm is presented to compute $E_{cp}$ as well as minimize the energy using a gradient flow.  Through the development we find that $U_{cp}$ is essentially the crossing number expressed as a knot energy.

Courtney Moore,  John Brown University

An Augustinian Perspective:  America's Culture of Death

In my essay I will discuss Saint Augustine's view on death, particularly regarding the current culture of the United States.  It is the stance of the essay that Augustine's personal position on death ought to stand as a model for society at large.  While current culture fights death in every capacity from healthcare to physical appearance, Augustine would contend that society is, in fact, racing towards that very thing which it fears.  Furthermore, my essay will discuss the experiences of Augustine which eventually led him to his final position on death and dying.

Cassie Myatt, Texas Tech University

Legalization of Domestic Space and Marital Relationships in British Romantic Novels and Plays

This presentation will examine two plays by women, Hannah Cowley's A BOLD STROKE FOR A HUSBAND, Joanna Baillie's THE TRYAL, and two novels by Mary Hays, THE VICTIM OF PREJUDICE and MEMOIRS OF EMMA COURTNEY, in the context of British Romantic legal culture, particularly its impact on marital relationships depicted in the literature, and the ways these pieces integrate, reflect, and critique the legalization of domestic space.     

Sara Nasab, San Jacinto College

Benny Goodman:  The King of Swing
This presentation explores the life and music of Benny Goodman, one of the most influential musicians in American popular music.  Goodman was a clarinetist and bandleader of the late 1930s, who started the swing and the big band style of music.  He was an inspiration to other jazz musicians such as Glen Miller and Count Basie.  He also won an All Time Jazz Hall of Fame and Lifetime Achievement award.  

Lada Nathan,  Montgomery College
Immigration Nation
Immigration has been one of the mot discussed topics of today's politics and many consider it one of the top problems facing the nation. This presentation examines the political struggle of lawmakers searching for a comprehensive reform of the current immigration law. In 2006, the House of Representatives proposed building a fence along the U.S. - Mexico border to prevent illegal immigrants from entering the country, taking American jobs and putting excessive strains on public education and the health care system. President Bush signed this Bill into a law, however appropriate funds weren't allocated. Besides the political struggle, this presentation looks at the causes and effects of illegal immigration and offers an economic perspective on how the United States might reduce the numbers of illegal immigrants crossing the border, but still allow the economy to benefit from immigration.

Nicole Obregon, University of North Texas

Future Consumer Generations Weigh in on Hybrid Vehicles

The future of our economic markets and the fate of our planet rests in the hands of those who are currently in college. They will be the ones who solve our energy problems or put us in a worse condition than we find ourselves facing now. For these reasons, they are the perfect case study for gathering opinions on alternative energy sources. I plan to gather research from surveys handed out at the University of North Texas that ask several questions concerning hybrid vehicles and what college students think about them.

Daniel Ostendorff, John Brown University

A Church of Blood:  Genocide in the “Most Christian Nation in Africa”

Rwanda, a small country located in central Africa, has been described as both "the most Christian nation in Africa" as well as host to the "most efficient genocide ever".  This paper seeks to understand the influence of the Christian Church in Rwanda before, during, and after the 1994 Rwandan genocide.

Abby Pennington, Oral Roberts University

Mechanisms of Chloroform Induced Hepatotoxicity: Role of Oxygen and Nitrogen Stress in Mouse Hepatocytes

Chloroform is a colorless, volatile liquid that may come into contact with humans through drinking water, dermal contact, and inhalation causing cell death particularly in the liver; however, the mechanism of toxicity is unknown. The function of nitrogen and oxygen stress in chloroform toxicity of hepatocytes (liver cells) was studied in freshly isolated mouse hepatocytes. It is hypothesized that chloroform metabolism leads to glutathione (GSH) depletion and covalent binding, causing toxicity through mitochondrial permeability transition (MPT). Several chemicals were added to chloroform treated cells to inhibit these toxic events. The data presented in this study support the claim that chloroform produces toxicity in hepatocytes primarily through oxidative and nitrogen stress, leading to MPT and toxicity.

Penelope Pierce, West Texas A & M University

A Neural Network Technique to Model Moon Phase Data

Moon view data is an important set of time series data dealing with phases of the moon.  The back-propagation algorithm is central to much of the recent work on learning in neural networks, but it has only recently been applied to learn a particular function.  This work aims to analyze the moon phase data and develop a computer program using a multilayered feedforward network and the backward propagation of errors algorithm to learn the data and predict the future moon phase values.  The work will provide a better understanding of moon phase data using a neural networks technique.
Bernice Quach,  San Jacinto College

Vietnamese Weddings in the West
"Vietnamese Weddings in the West" is about Vietnamese wedding traditions in America. The comparison between traditional versus modern Vietnamese weddings are told throughout this essay. Some of these comparisons include an analysis of food, ceremonies, and dress. Pictures will be used in the presentation to illustrate the traditions.

Gerry Ralcheva,  McMurry University

Broken Windows Theory: Does Shattered Glass Hold The Truth?

The extent of crime has always been a subject of interest, because it forces a society to create ways "to control and limit intolerable behavior" (Friedman 1993:8). This statement is quite evident in the United States during the 1960s and beyond when crime rates increased to levels inexperienced before. This same period was marked by the establishment of strategic programs such as: "zero tolerance, community policing, and quality of life policing" (Ruth and Reitz 2003:137). This literary review consists of a brief overview of the broken windows theory, which influenced these approaches, and some of their benefits and drawbacks.

Allison Redfearn, McMurry University

Love and Violence in Song of Songs

The Song of Songs is unique in the Hebrew Bible: a love poem that attributes equal passion to both male and female speakers. One finds in Song of Songs 5:6-8, however, an unexplained and disturbing description of violence suffered by the female speaker: "They beat me, they bruised me; they took away my cloak, those watchmen of the walls!" Employing the feminist exegetical methods of Pardes, Schüssler Fiorenza, and Ruether, the present study examines the violence in this text as evidence of the patriarchal context of this seemingly egalitarian love poem.

Jaclyn Reep, Texas Woman's University

Working Mothers: Balancing Work and Personal Responsibilities

This presentation will examine the struggle mothers have when balancing their career aspirations and personal lives. Working mothers typically put in a forty hour work week, then go home and take care of their families. They are often forced to choose between things that will help them achieve success in the workplace and their families. The presentation will also discuss the "second shift," a phrase used to describe the job working mothers have at home.

Ashley Rogers,  Tulsa Community College
The Value of Bats in Our Environment
Bats are important to our environment. Unfortunately, there are many misconceptions and myths regarding bats which can influence public opinion of the bat species. Human activity has significantly impacted the bat population; therefore, public awareness of the value of bats and our impact on their environment is important to the future preservation of the bat species.     

John Rucker,  Lubbock Christian University

Hamlet's Selfish Tragedy

I will explore the motives for Hamlet's actions as he learns of his father's betrayal and moves against his uncle and mother.  Although loyalty to his father and revenge for the murder may seem to be why Hamlet conspires, he is actually working as a selfish figure, trying to dethrone his uncle and debunk his mother.  Hamlet has much to gain by doing so, and the situation presents an opportunity that Hamlet attempts to use.

This research will be formatted, finally, as a formal paper, and will be accompanied by either a poster or PowerPoint presentation to display [cause>effect] relationships.

Andrea Sanchez, Lee College

Learning About a Cruel World

Plato's "Allegory of the Cave" explains the importance of escaping the illusory "prison" and discovering the harsh reality of the world and truth. One work that examines a harsh reality is Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird. In this novel, Scout undertakes a complete realization of discrimination in a highly prejudiced town. Her child-like inquisitiveness to learn more gradually develops into an immense compassion for all people. Scout's struggle to discern the world with an open mind suggests that one's journey out of the illusory prison is necessary for one to value all people, regardless of who they are.

Stephanie Sbong,  University of North Texas
Respiratory and Cardiovascular Interactions in Internally Pipped Chicken Embryos
During the internal pipping stage of hatching, oxygen exchange between the environment and developing embryo occurs at the chorioallantoic membrane (CAM) and lungs. At this point, oxygen uptake at the lungs (Vo2lung) accounts for 27% of the total oxygen uptake of the egg (Vo2total).  The internally pipped embryo ventilates its lungs with hypoxic (12% O2) and hypercapnic (5% CO2) air.  Employing dual gas exchangers at this stage should allow the internally pipped embryo to alter the lungs and CAM contribution to oxygen uptake.  

Jolie Scott, Texas Tech University

Issues of Translation in Cervantes's Don Quixote de la Mancha
I will discuss Don Quixote as translation in three contexts: as translation of sociological and historical factors surrounding Cervantes's life, as translation and satire of traditional knights' tales of chivalry, and finally as translation into English language and paradigm. However, any translation of Don Quixote inevitably reveals the universality of Cervantes's work.

Erin Smith, Christina Causey, Brandon Williamson, Texas A&M University

A Week of Honors Celebration 

Each year, Texas A&M's Honors Student Council organizes a weeklong series of programs called Honors Week to celebrate honors students and our Honors Program.  Honors Week is unique in that honors students, via membership in HSC, develop campus-wide programming virtually on their own. This programming aims to facilitate a sense of community among honors students within a large and decentralized Honors Program. In this presentation, we will discuss the evolution of Honors Week as a whole, as well as the planning, marketing and delivery of particular programs. We will also address how this event can be adapted for other institutions.

Heather Soltau,  University of North Texas
Get Up and Move: Independence and Maneuverability Related to Regular Exercise Among Non-Institutionalized Elderly Adults
I will examine the effects of regular exercise among elderly adults. Using data from the National Health Interview Survey with adults over the age of 65, I will explore any correlation between regular exercise and the difficulty experienced performing different everyday mobility tasks. The use of logistic regression analysis is predicted to show that adults over the age of 65, who regularly exercise will experience less difficulty walking, standing, and manipulating objects. The results of this study could be helpful in discerning which adults would benefit from exercise intervention and if there are any health benefits from regular exercise.

Sarah Sonnen

The Covenant:  The Relationship between Religion and Politics in Puritan New England

Puritan influence has generally been centered in New England, thus creating a close-knit relationship between all levels of society:  religiously, socially, and politically.  Using the diaries and journals, as well as other sources, of two prominent Puritan leaders, John Winthrop and Cotton Mather, I will show they agree that a religious covenant is a necessary foundation for a political covenant.  Both view that a sacred covenant is the secular state of present-day America, these leaders believed it was essential to for religion and politics to be closely related.

Joshua Sooter, John Brown University

Socrates In His Own Day

Today, Socrates' name is synonymous with reason and the human desire to learn.  He is often cited throughout everyday life.  But how was he viewed by his contemporaries?  What did the Greeks think of him?  This paper discusses two different ways that Socrates was portrayed through literature of the time.
Lydia Stansill, Tulsa Community College
Defining Arts Education Today: An Elevation of Standards
Overwhelming evidence suggests that at-risk students in grades 5 through 8 can achieve vital academic and social development through integrated arts curriculum.  The Arts Education Perception Survey (TAEPS) provides compelling support for the movement to advance arts education in Oklahoma schools.  The success of a program is contingent upon effective educator training, adequate funding, and, ultimately, public support.   Therefore, a collaborative understanding of contemporary objectives and standards proposed by leading experts in arts education is essential to further local efforts to integrate "High Arts" curriculum in mainstream public education.

Marie Sward,  McMurry University

The Women of John Wesley's Movement

For the majority of Christian history women have been excluded from major roles in the ministry of the church. The most common records show very minor participation by women in the vocation of preacher or public minister. However, certain movements within the history of Christianity have shown a unique acceptance of women in these principal roles. For our purpose we may deal exclusively with a single historical development of Christianity: the rise of the Methodists. Evidence shows that in early Methodism, women were significant and held substantial ministerial roles that John Wesley both supported and encouraged. We will examine first the various roles of Methodist women in a general sense; secondly we will regard the extraordinary ministry of three specific influential women. Throughout, we shall see the developing view of John Wesley towards women in the public ministry.

David Sweeten, Sam Houston State University

Truth, Justice and the Homeric Way: Reading Mark Waid and Alex Ross's Kingdom Come as a Modern American Epic

Both through its common adjectival use and as a genre, the meaning of epic is unclear. The literary definition of epic describes superficial tendencies rather than that which makes up its essence. Likewise, in literary discussions of epic, many critics maintain that there can be no American epic. Utilizing the theoretical framework offered by narratology theorist Tzetvan Todorov to examine classical western examples of epic, this presentation will seek to define the essence of epic and purpose of its design, and, this essence defined, discuss the function of Mark Waid and Alex Ross's Kingdom Come as a modern American epic.

Jonathan Swinney, Abilene Christian University

Your Bank Account, My Money: The Science that Keeps Information Private

Have you ever questioned online banking or purchasing?  Have you considered that you might not be the only one reading your email?  Learn more about the technology that keeps your banking information safe and your private records from prying eyes. Technologies mentioned will include hash functions, public key cryptography (i.e. RSA), symmetric algorithms (i.e. Blowfish), and substitution ciphers.  An XOR-based encryption algorithm and an MD5 hashing authentication scheme will be demonstrated.

Drew Thomason,  John Brown University

History and Culture of Thessalonica, and How that Plays into What Paul Wrote in His Two Letters to Them
In this presentation I will take the audience through a full but brief history of Thessalonica up until the time of Paul's letters to the Thessalonians.  I will relate this history to the culture of the city.  Then, I will show how the culture influences many different things about his letters.  I will explain much of what is meant in I and II Thessalonians by explaining the culture behind the passages.   I will go through everything from the idolatry and immorality in the city to why the Jewish Christians were being persecuted to why Paul was frustrated with them.  
Annie Tran, San Jacinto College

Vietnamese Folklore and Food Customs
The paper focuses on the food customs of Vietnamese people in Vietnam and how it has evolved in America. Exploring superstitions about the food and utensils we use to eat, the paper explains how table etiquette, manners, and taboos play roles in everyday life. I will also briefly explore common food stereotypes about Asian peoples, such as "dog-eating," and I also describe various influences on Vietnamese culture.

Lisa Tran,  Park University

Childhood Obesity

Childhood obesity is a problem that is more common now than ever. Technology and products meant to improve life may actually be harming it. This unhealthy lifestyle is like a silent plague that we are unknowingly or even knowingly passing onto our children. This research focuses on two major factors that have been theorized to be associated with childhood obesity: nutrition and physical activity. After surveying middle school students, data was collected and analyzed to determine if lifestyles of today's children are in fact mocking the dangerous lifestyles found in current literature that ultimately leads to complications of childhood obesity.

Jennifer D. Trejo, San Jacinto College

Mapping a Path to the Solar System and Beyond
Our present day chemical rockets have been sufficient enough to get us to the moon and back.  For future trips beyond the moon there is a need for a rocket that is more powerful. One of the main purposes of a plasma rocket is to get mankind to these distant places quickly.  The engines on these new plasma rockets would still be positioned on the back of the rocket and would eject ionized plasma. The plasma rocket is still just an experimental rocket, but the technology is moving forward at a very fast pace.  Sometime in the near future Ad Astra Rocket Company and Dr. Franklin Chang Diaz hope to be able to bring these rockets out of the theoretical and experimental stages and into the production and employment stage.  

Cydni Vandiver, Texas Women's University

Right Down to the Squeal:  The Plight of the American Rural Woman in the Depression Era Kitchen

This presentation demonstrates how rural homemakers in the 1930's confronted hardships almost every working moment of their lives.  Rural women faced starvation, drought, sandstorms, ancient appliances, back-breaking work, and disease.  To cope with the difficulties the Depression offered, families became essential support systems, and no one played a more important role than the mother.  Rural women served as the backbone of the family, providing both support and comfort.  They could be found cleaning, doing laundry, sewing, working in the fields, and most importantly, providing food.  Exertion, ingenuity, thrift, and the assistance offered from the government, popular media, and private companies enabled rural women to maintain their food supply and sustain their family's morale during a period of shortage, deprivation, and despair.

Oscar Villanueva, Lamar University

Slaughterhouse-Five: A Critique of Christianity

In Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five, one encounters the displaced and tumultuous feelings of a man trying to become reconciled with the horrific events he witnessed in his war experience. When looking at atrocities in history, many assign their causes and results to a passive Christian notion of predetermined fate. Through the life and experiences of the novel's protagonist, Billy Pilgrim, Vonnegut presents his own versions of familiar Christian stories. Thus, Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five is his alternate interpretation of Christian thought, in order to assign a humanistic admonition to events that would otherwise be dismissed as God's will.

Allyson Walker, University of Missouri-Kansas City

Walt Whitman's American Identity - A United Chasm

Walt Whitman self-appointed a task of developing national identity. The challenge grew as personalities clashed in Civil War.  Whitman's poetry expressed friction between free and enslaved as American character, reflecting both stations creating America's essence: self versus self, different components of identity.  America's future rested on a conflicted yet unified foundation.  Whitman created today's controversial America through Civil War poetry containing one personality of liberated and unliberated.  Imagery developed from Whitman's experiences, connection to Americans, and conceiving Lincoln as man and power resulted in one national identity containing the chasm between free and enslaved reflecting America today: conflicted, robust, unified.

Daniel Wennersten,  University of Texas at Arlington

Engage, Discover, Formalize, Apply:  Integrating Successful Teaching Strategies into a Coherent Teaching Method

A recent international study, PISA 2003, shows that United States students are outperformed by students in other countries on tests requiring the application of mathematical knowledge.  Despite state adoptions of stricter standards and recommendations by national organizations for a greater focus on application, PISA 2003 shows that U.S. mathematics education still needs improvement.  While educational research proves that collaboration, motivation, discovery, communication, and technology improve student ability to apply and comprehend mathematics, these learning strategies lack an integrated method of implementation.  This paper suggests integrating these strategies into a new learning system: engage, discover, formalize, and apply.

Emily Wilbins,  Tulsa Community College
Scoliosis: The Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment
Scoliosis is a spinal condition that is increasingly affecting children, teens, and adults.  It is estimated that approximately six million people in the United States experience difficulty from this condition.  The causes and symptoms of scoliosis are varied and are still being researched to find the best methods of treatment and prevention.  Although treatment is available, a cure for this condition that affects so many people has not yet been found.  This presentation will discuss the known causes of scoliosis, its symptoms, and the current treatment for this condition.

Kipi Wiley-Holcomb,  Brazosport College

Portrait of Self Destruction

This verbal summary is of the ill-fated 1684 expedition of Rene-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle. Missing the mouth of the Mississippi River by a couple of hundred miles, La Salle attempted to establish his colony known as Fort St. Louis near present-day Port Lavaca, Texas. Two of his ships sank and he was later murdered by his own colonists. The PowerPoint presentation is enhanced by photographs of artifacts from the seven museums of the La Salle Odyssey stretching the Texas coastline.
Rachel Wilkins, Amy Lindsey, Ben Williamson, Doug Dawson, Texas A&M University

Creating an Honors Course Guide 

Each semester, Texas A&M's Honors Student Council distributes course evaluations to every honors class. We then compile the results in an online course guide available to current and prospective honors students. At a university with a large and decentralized Honors Program, the Honors Course Guide is an invaluable resource for honors students to learn about our many honors classes and determine which will best fulfill their academic and personal needs. This presentation will describe how we develop and distribute the course evaluations, how we transform them into a cohesive guide, and how this service can be adapted for other institutions.

Jacob M. Williams, Dr. Daniel Taylor, Kruti P. Patel, & Christie Gardner, University of North Texas
Measuring Sleep in College Students with Insomnia
Actigraphy, a wrist worn activity sensor, is an inexpensive and objective way of measuring sleep.  This study sought to validate actigraphy for college students with insomnia.  A single night of data from actigraphy recordings and self-report sleep diaries were compared to data from an ambulatory polysomnograph (PSG) recording. The results concur with previous studies showing actigraphy is effective in measuring wake after sleep onset (WASO) and sleep efficiency (SE).  We are in the process of collecting data on 50 more subjects, which should improve the power and generalizability of the study, and expect to have this completed by the conference.
Laura Witzel,  Lee College

Romeo and Juliet: An Inferno of Violence and Passion

Critics of William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet have focused extensively on the romantic elements of the play while overlooking the deep undercurrents of revenge that drive its action. Consequently, the senseless acts of violence perpetuated by the young Capulet and Montague males are dismissed as being products of a disintegrating chivalric code. However, the fires of revenge that fuel the Montague and Capulet conflict result from the boys' glorification of bravado and subsequent condemnation of emotion and reasoning, demonstrating that men will be destroyed by choosing to follow what the author William Pollack describes as the self-destructive "boy code."

Shatrina Wolf and Melissa Haddad,  North Harris College
Obesity and Children
This presentation focuses on the preparation, implementation and evaluation of a teaching plan provided to teach and reinforce healthy living practices in an effort to reduce the incidence of obesity and other comorbid conditions.

Aimee Wong, Texas Woman's University

Religious Tradition and Procreation in Marriage 

Same-sex marriage cannot be banned because of religious or cultural bias. As long as the state retains legal control, marriage must be made available to all American citizens, regardless of race, gender, or sexual preference.

Texas recently passed a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage. This act strengthens the existing marriage law against future court rulings and blocks the creation of a same-sex civil union. 

Separating the rights and civil practices of a minority group from those of the rest of the citizens is inherently damaging. Marriage is central to our nation's social structure and concept of family. Even if traditional religious doctrine clashes with same-sex marriage, our Constitution forbids it from deciding the rights of its citizens. 

This discussion explores a current civil rights issue that many are uninformed about and explains both sides of the argument as well as its historical significance.

Jason York,  Midwestern State University

Environmental Secular Humanism as a Universal Lifestance

Environmental secular humanism will become the only viable lifestance for humanity within the next century. Escalating climate changes, increased political and economic globalization, and the collapse of humanity's faith in abstract concepts will precipitate the need for a universal system which will allow humanity to adapt to new global paradigms.


No current mainstream religious or political system gaining supremacy over all others but the acceptance and adoption of a universal system will offer any hope of survival. Environmental secular humanism elevates humanity and allows the species to survive the challenges it will face in the global century.

50 – MINUTE SESSIONS
Julie Cowgill, Andi Dema, Martha Gonzales, Brandon Kyle, Amanda Lautermilch, Kaitlin Lory, Pedro Martinez-Velasco, Trami Nguyen, James Richardson, and Matthew Schultz, Oklahoma City University

Encouraging Creative Scholarship, Arts Integration, and Collaboration:  The Discover... Project

Our presentation focuses on the efforts of an Introduction to Sociology honors class to develop, organize and implement the Discover. events.  Discover. was designed to  promote creative scholarship, develop cross campus and community connections, embrace arts integration, and support local and international organizations.   Our workshop presents a model for developing a "marketplace" for creative and intellectual scholarship.  We discuss our experiences with the Discover. events, and offer suggestions for institutionalizing programs and developing interdisciplinary relationships.  

Lynn Davison, Casey Greer, Charity Holder, Sheridan Irick, Jaime Jones, and Kevin Davis,  East Central University

Ethical Dialogues in an Honors Capstone:  A Description and Demonstration 

The Honors Capstone at East Central University is designed to provide students several opportunities: to study philosophical ethics; to apply those theories to contemporary ethical problems from their major fields of interest; to practice reading, writing, speaking, listening, and interactive skills; to understand diverse views of the world.  In this session, we begin by describing the nature and goals of our course, after which we will demonstrate a typical class discussion centered around the reading of an ethical dialogue.  Audience participation is encouraged.  

Dr. Nick Flynn,  Angelo State University
If the students come, will they build it?
A common issue that Honors Program directors face on an annual basis is the issue of "how much should we try to grow this year?" As simple as this question sounds, it does carry with it some important considerations. These considerations include budget allocation, resource management, scholarships, advising load and community development within the program. This workshop will provide participants with a forum to discuss growth issues in the context of these and other considerations that are brought up during the workshop.

Stephen Griffin, University of North Texas

Short Film Production

Over the course of the semester I produced a narrative short film originally based on the Graham Greene short story The Destructors. During the last few months the story has taken on several different incarnations, and the story we are now shooting involves a black son's isolation from his white father. It is an extremely difficult endeavor to produce a film.  Along with my director I wrote the script, obtained locations, hired crewmembers, auditioned actors, helped build the set, trained crewmembers, held production meetings, created or purchased props and sets, and oversaw the entire production of a 35mm film.

James R. Hallmark, Reed Welch, Kathey Walker,  West Texas A&M University

Regional and National Data Collection Project:  Update and Workshop
Abstract: Honors directors routinely request comparative data on Honors programs for purposes of program evaluation and advancement.  Currently, this type of  information is not easily accessible. West Texas A&M University has taken on this project. A format for such data collection must be friendly, and to be useful, collected annually, allow for trend analysis, and be generalizable.   During this workshop, participants will review the data collection instrument developed (in draft form), have the opportunity to make suggestions, and brainstorm on additional data needs that are not covered in the instrument.

Bob Spurrier and Jessica Roark,  Oklahoma State University
Providing Excellent Honors Advising
NCHC's Basic Characteristics of a Fully Developed Honors Program indicate that there should be "provisions for special academic counseling of honors students by uniquely qualified faculty and/or staff personnel."  This session will include a brief presentation about Oklahoma State University's parallel honors advising system followed by an open-forum discussion of the way in which honors advising is approached at the institutions represented in the audience.  As is typical of GPHC conferences, the goal of this session is to foster the sharing of experiences in order to strengthen our honors programs and honors colleges for the benefit of our students. 

Joel Walker,  Undergraduate Research Fellowship Coordinator, Texas Tech Honors College

Discussing Contentious Issue Without Yelling at Each Other

Much of the political discourse we see in the media today involves loud voices, interruptions, condescension, and an "Us vs. Them" mindset.  I'll make the case that there is a more effective way to discuss contentious issues, one that is more helpful to democracy.  The Texas Tech Honors College holds a weekly discussion on current events which is unusually civil and has strong student attendance and participation.  We'll discuss the nuts and bolts of creating and maintaining a healthy environment for student discourse on contentious issues.  

Poster Presentations
Brandon Baker,  Lubbock Christian University

Analysis of Free Trade and Free Trade Agreements

The presentation will cover the topic of free trade agreements.  An overview of free trade will be presented and include information of what free trade is and how it differs from other forms of trade.  The body of the presentation will include an overview of free trade agreements that have taken place in recent history: NAFTA, WTO (GATT), MERCOSUR, and CAFTA. An analysis will be made of the progress that the free trade agreements have made.

Jaclyn Bender and Chelsey Clarke,  Lubbock Christian University

Battered Woman Syndrome

The purpose of this presentation is to explore the recurrence of abuse in the lives of women who have been victims of intimate partner violence and diagnosed with Battered Woman Syndrome.  The term Battered Woman Syndrome (BWS) is used to describe the violence pattern in abusive relationships and the psychological impact this has on women.  There are three key components of BWS: the types of violence, learned helplessness and the cycle of violence.   This presentation will not only look into exactly what occurs with BWS, but also the various treatments available and how it relates to forensic psychology.
Sherry Bethune,  University of North Texas
Fracture Mark Identification on Stretched and Pulled Materials
When a material is broken or cut, distinct marks and patterns are left on the two halves that are known as fracture marks. The nature of the separation creates individual patterns that, when examined, allow for a conclusion to be made that the two pieces were once a whole. This research is on fracture mark identification in materials that have been pulled or stretched to the point of separation. This research contains examination of different materials to see if they still hold the unique patterns within the fracture break even when they are stretched or pulled apart.  

Jared Bird,  Angelo State University
One for Honors and One for the Public
Human society revolves around the creation of class systems and conventionalized groups. Stereotyping an Honors Program at a university is no exception. Discover a way to break down these barriers by the creation of a social organization that will help show others what an Honors Program is truly about.

Eric Braden, Matt Wisnewski and Kathleen Sutherland, Texas Tech

Passport Program: Opportunities for Freshman Involvement on Campus and in the Community

The Passport Program rewards second semester freshmen for continued participation in the Honors College. Students choose between a Community Service track or an Arts and Academics track. Students write monthly reflection papers, which serve as a basis for awarding scholarships to the most outstanding students.

Beth Carta, Lubbock Christian University

Voices of the Alamo: A Fourth Grade One Week Unit

My poster is based on a one-week unit I taught my senior year.  The unit was based on a book entitled Voices of the Alamo, which goes many years of the land around the Alamo, spanning from the 1500's through today.  My unit incorporated many different activities, including bio-poems, riddle poems, knowledge raters, Venn diagrams, R-A-F-Ts, K-W-L's, and making our own "Come and Take It" flags.  The poster will look at the wide variety of activities used, and highlight the successes and failures of the week.
Kendyll Castles, Texas Woman's University

A Close Investigation: The Portraiture of Chuck Close

Chuck Close's methods of portraiture are original and innovative. As a contemporary artist and artist of the 20th century, he is historically significant. His style and technique of transferring the image of a photograph into the realm of painting will be explored and adapted. Typical of the Chuck Close style are large, intimate portraits derived from photographs and translated into another medium via gridded Marquette. This style and its influence on the art world will be researched and critically applied. A large drawing will be presented along with information on the steps, processes and artistic significance of Chuck Close's work.

Monique Chabot, University of North Texas

Assistive technology use by students with disabilities at UNT

This study will examine the topics in the of assistive technology by students with disabilities, including hearing impairments and visual impairments, at the University of North Texas. These topics include frequency of use, types of devices in use on campus, services rendered by the university, ability of students to use the devices independently, and the quality of training of the students in the use of assistive technology devices prior to postsecondary institution enrollment. The study will use the professional opinions of the students with disabilities and assistive technology, collected through structured interviews lasting approximately 60 minutes in length.

David Choi,  Oral Roberts University

The Metamorphosis of Crisis: Links Between Loss of the Assumptive World, the Reconstruction of Meaning, and Adversarial Growth

Psychology has recently begun investigating the positive transformational potential of trauma, a phenomenon known as adversarial growth. Adversarial growth research is enlightened by theories of the assumptive world, the fundamental beliefs about life through which people interpret their experiences and understand their world. When trauma disrupts the assumptive world, it can shatter people's most basic understanding of life. To experience adversarial growth, victims of trauma must engage in meaning reconstruction, an attempt to redefine the world as a meaningful place in spite of trauma. This review identifies relationships between the assumptive world, meaning reconstruction, and adversarial growth.

Hannah Collins,  Lubbock Christian University

Immigration Innovations

My presentation will contain a poster and paper for visual aids. It will be based on research and personal creative solutions to help abolish harsh United States immigration policies by slowing the causes for immigration themselves.  The best way to solve a problem is by getting to the heart of it, not just grazing the surface.   The reason I have chosen this topic and believe that the research is worthwhile is because finding resourceful solutions for immigration policies has pragmatic goals in mind that can be put to use in the future.

Bethany Evins, University of North Texas

Market Evolution: Advertising to the Mexican-American Consumer

This research will examine the effectiveness of advertising techniques used in print magazines that target Mexican-American consumers. The link between the preference of the Mexican-American consumer toward a set of advertisements based on the subject's level of acculturation will be investigated. This research will help business firms develop more effective advertisement campaigns toward Mexican-Americans. Three separate focus groups will be assembled with members categorized in three different levels of acculturation based on the subjects' language preference and proficiency: those that are fluent in Spanish only, those fluent in Spanish and only slightly familiar with English, and those fluent in both English and Spanish.

Danielle Flanagan, West Texas A&M University

Beltway Sniper

From October 3rd to October 25th 2002, the people of Virginia and Maryland were held under siege by a killer called the Beltway Sniper. 

The FBI profilers profiled an individual for law enforcement.  They were wrong; this was the work of two individuals, and one of them was John Allen Muhammad.


Who is Muhammad and what caused him to become a killer?  How was he able to influence the mind of a seventeen year old boy into helping him?  Was life so hard for him he decided to kill?  These questions and others are addressed in this paper focusing on the life of John Allen Muhammad.
Jacqulyn Fleming, University of North Texas
An Unofficial Guide to Writing a College Town Guidebook
My thesis will explore the idea of how to write a student guidebook of their university's hometown.  To do this, I will create a guide to the City of Denton for students at the University of North Texas.  I will explain the process by which I created the guide, and I will concentrate particularly on the steps taken in collecting information and researching the City of Denton and what it can offer to students.  I will also explore why I chose to include and exclude certain aspects of the city. 

Casie Fruin, Texas Tech University

Jealousy's Presentation at 9-Months Predicts Attachment Status at 12-Months

This study explores the linkages between jealousy and attachment security in infants. N=40 mother-infant dyads were observed first when infants were 9.5 months old in a 10 minute, seven-episode, jealousy evocation procedure and again when the infants were 12.5 months old in the Strange Situation procedure.

Megan E. Glenn, Texas Woman's University

The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful:  What All Expectant Parents Should Know

This poster shows that while couples expecting a new baby worry and hope that their child will be born healthy and beautiful, some birth defects occur because of their actions.  Many birth defects that affect babies' lives each year are preventable just through the parents' behavior before and during the pregnancy.  Mothers and fathers alike should know the impact their lifestyles have on the healthy development of their baby.  Some things have been heard for years:  "Don't smoke" or "Don't drink alcohol" . . . but there are also several lesser known but just as serious risk factors for mothers and their unborn babies.  Every parent deserves the opportunity to raise a beautiful, thriving baby; ignorance should not harm any more young lives than it already has.

Jessica Holman, Austin Halliday, Alan Swinford,  Lubbock Christian University

Stress Management

This poster seeks to explore how stress affects our lives and how we can better manage the stress that we have. The poster defines stress, outlines the adverse physical effects of stress, and shows three different ways of managing stress which are taught by experts in the field. Handouts will be provided containing exercises and resources for stress management, and a short test will be given to volunteers to assess the possibility of burnout by their stress levels.

Bradley K. Horn II,  East Central University

Inter- and Intra- Specific Comparison of Drosophila melanogaster and Drosophila virilis Using Reciprocal Crosses

Drosophila melanogaster and D. virilis were ordered from biological supply houses. Local populations were sampled in Ada, OK. Reciprocal crosses were performed using a classical genetic approach with populations identified as being the same species if viable, fertile offspring were produced.

Kyle Ingram,  East Central University

Auditory Pathways of Urodeles

Salamanders are capable of detecting soundwaves via two separate passageways: direct airborne soundwaves and ground vibrations through the axial skeleton.  Both stimuli are received by the same stapes within the ear canal. 

My research will attempt to determine if and how Urodeles distinguish one stimulus from the other.  

Helena Jordao,  University of North Texas
Hereditary Factors in the Development of Myopia
Myopia, or near-sightedness, is a common problem in the United States, and is caused not only by environmental factors, but also by hereditary factors. The purpose of my research is to identify a connection beyond environmental factors, leading to the support of hereditary factors in the development of myopia in a sample of myopic children. I will administer a survey for the parent to fill about the myopic child, asking questions about possible environmental and hereditary factors. From this data, I will graph the causes of myopia of those children and support the hereditary factors that likely caused the myopia.

Jared Kinyon,  Angelo State University
Synthesis of an Enzyme Mimic for Cloud Seeding
Dimethyl sulfide (DMS) plays an important role in cloud seeding.  Before it is available for the clouds, it must be reduced from its oxidized form, dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO).  This reaction requires a specialized enzyme to occur at an appreciable rate.  Some bacteria in the ocean have this class of enzyme, which are called reductase enzymes.  This research focuses on mimicking the reductase enzyme created by the bacteria Rhodobacter sphaeroides.  The enzyme mimic is a tetrathiophene macrocycle with a molybdenum center.

Brittanie L. Lassiter, Lubbock Christian University

Ethics and Morality: Determining Right and Wrong

Ethics and morality.  Two words that can cause controversy wherever they appear.  But where do our ideas of what is moral or ethical come from?  On what basis do we decide what is right or wrong?  This poster compares and contrasts three of the main classifications of ethical systems: deontological, teleological, and relativist.  By defining each system and describing areas wherein they are commonly found, this poster attempts to illustrate bases from which we determine our own ethical systems.  In addition, the poster's contents attempt to help us understand each other's idea of morality.

Taylor Lassiter,  Lubbock Christian University

Christianity and Terrorism

Terrorism is a 21st Century reality forcing governments to reconsider traditional approaches to warfare. Yet how should a Christian react to terrorism? Should a pacifist stance be taken, or must the historical criteria for Just War theory be invoked to spread freedom? Can the results of non-violent protests be applied to form national policy, or should Christians place government's role to ensure national security above all else? This presentation examines arguments from pacifism and Just War, church history, and current international situations to suggest a solution that is both reasonable and practical for Christians responding to terrorism.

Geoffrey Lowe, Texas Tech University

Motivation for Exercise: Testing the Revised Social-Cognitive Model of Achievement Motivation

Nearly 60% of adults do not regularly exercise. Understanding exercise motivation is of great importance. Two studies were conducted to examine the utility of the revised social-cognitive model of achievement motivation to explain physical activity motivation, thereby, enhancing the understanding of the lack of participation in physical activities within our country.

Stephanie McCarty, East Central University

Analysis of Zinc Using Spectrophotometric Methods

As part of an honor's component of a quantitative analysis class, I am currently undertaking a literature survey of spectrophotometric methods for determining zinc quantities in the milligram range. My project thus far has included a literature survey and checking for possible interference from other ions and compounds. Upon finding a suitable spectrophotometric method, I will use it to analyze samples of zinc deposited from the vapor phase in another student's research project. Results to date will be presented.

Jessica McIntire, Oklahoma City University

Symbolism, Ritualism and Peacemaking

This is a new course dedicated to the realization of symbols, ritualism and peacemaking among society.  Throughout this course, an OCU student, like myself, is paired with a Douglas high school student.  The students coexist among each other as people from different backgrounds trying to know each other.  The difference between the students is presented through a photo essay.  In a poster presentation, I will highlight the success of the course, as well as the knowledge gained in this course.

Audrey Myers,  East Central University
Thermodynamics of the Zinc - Oxygen - Hydrogen System

Metal oxides are important materials in combustion environments such as jet engines, and in the semiconductor industry. I am using the transpiration method to study the system involving zinc, oxygen, and hydrogen at temperatures ranging from 600° - 900° Celsius. Zinc oxide is placed in the transpiration apparatus, and inert gas is passed over it. Water can also be injected into the system. In all cases, the deposits and the water collected are analyzed for zinc content. This should make it possible to determine which chemical species and reactions are important in this system. Findings so far will be discussed.

Amanda Norman, East Central University

Inter- and Intra- Specific Comparison of Drosophila melanogaster and Drosophila virilis using Isozymes

Drosophila melanogaster and Drosophila virilis populations were ordered from biological supply houses. Local populations were sampled in Ada in Pontotoc County, Oklahoma and what appeared to be Drosophila melanogaster and Drosophila virilis in the field were raised as local populations of each species.  In addition to crosses performed to identify species using a classical approach, analysis of isozymes among the four populations could provide a mechanism for differentiating between populations and/or between species.  In my research I have been trying to identify whether it is possible or not to differentiate between populations and species by mean of their isozymes.

Laura Pendleton, Texas Woman's University

Preventative Health Measures: Exercise and Sleep Habits among College Students

Due to the unique schedules and demands placed upon college students, they are at an increased risk for not receiving adequate sleep and exercise, placing their health at immediate and future danger. This presentation analyses the causes, implications and solutions to sleep deprivation and inactivity amongst college students. Conclusions about future health risks and repercussions will be addressed.

Wil Ramsey and Derek Smith,  Lubbock Christian University

The Trinitarian Phenomena

The poster we will present will deal with the phenomenon of the trinity.  The number three has proved to be a symbolic number to many religions and cultures, and our poster will begin a discussion on the relation of varying Trinitarian views in different religions.  The trinity can be seen most fundamentally in the Christian belief of the Godhead or Freud's psycho-analytic concepts, with multifarious trinities in other beliefs.  It is our contention that there is a connection to be found in these Trinitarian beliefs, and divergences, which reveal crucial differences in the belief systems of the world.

Nichole Redington, University of Central Missouri

Do I have to do a Research Paper?

This presentation focuses on alternative ways an honors student can satisfy an honors project requirement without necessarily writing a research paper.  While an honors project is required of all students in The Honors College at the University of Central Missouri, students have a number of ways to satisfy this requirement.  Examples of creative projects will be displayed along with one example of how the project can be completed. This presentation will show students that they can be creative and have fun at the same time while completing their honors project.  

Camille Robinson, Texas Tech University

Site-Directed Mutagenesis and the Activity of Yeast Sterol Methyl Transferase

Site-directed mutagenesis, or the introduction of a specific mutation, shows how changing certain amino acids can affect the enzyme activity. The poster will address the details of the procedure, results with the enzyme Sterol Methyl Transferase, and practical applications of the data.

Richard Roper,  Lubbock Christian University

A Study on the Affects of Moisture on the Storage of Peanut Crops in West Texas.

This is a study of the effects of moisture on the release of oil content in peanuts. More specifically, the study is of the impact moisture has on the process of converting peanuts into peanut butter. The partitioning of oil to water in the peanut is a major determinant in the quality of the end product. Also, the moisture content of the environment in which peanuts are stored prior to and during processing is one of the main factors influencing the shelf life of peanuts and peanut butter. Preliminary findings and charts/figures will be represented in this presentation.

Adina Schultz, Angelo State University
A Student's Experience with The Washington Center in Washington D.C.
My experience with The Washington Center was a new and exciting one.  I really enjoyed my time in Washington D.C., interning 36 hours a week, sightseeing, attending a mandatory class through The Washington Center, and volunteering with different organizations for various events throughout the semester.  This poster will present some general information about The Washington Center and encourage everyone to consider applying and attending during their college career.  It will turn into a challenging but fun semester!

Derek Smith and Wil Ramsey, Lubbock Christian University

Who is the One King?

The choice presented to Achilles by his mother, Thetis, in the Iliad can not be read without comparing it to Odysseus' choice on Kalypso's island in the Odyssey.  The choice for Achilles is this: stay and die with glory, or go home and die an old man devoid of glory; while Odysseus will become immortal provided he remains on Skheria.  One hero chooses immortality the other chooses death.  It is the purpose of this poster to investigate the esoteric meaning of these two comparable passages and to rise with the answer to the question "Who is the one king?"

Erich Spoor,  University of North Texas
Developing new genetic markers to aid in identifying the NIP locus in Medicago truncatula
Atmospheric nitrogen can used in metabolic pathways creating amino and nucleic acids if converted into accessible forms of ammonium and nitrate ions. Organisms that fix atmospheric nitrogen to ammonium of nitrate ions are some prokaryotes, which are either free living or symbiotic. My interest is nitrogen-fixing root nodules that develop when the bacterium Sinorhizobium meliloti enters an intimate symbiosis with the model legume Medicago truncatula. Mutant forms (numerous infections and polyphenolics), forms abnormal lateral roots and small root nodules that are blocked at an early developmental stage. The mutation was at a locus, designated NIP. Genetic markers must be developed.

Brittani Teague,  Angelo State University
Presidential War Power
Since the founding of our country, the Presidents of the United States have evolved a great deal. Certain Presidents paved the way for future Presidents by acting in an assertive way, otherwise known as an Imperial President. This study set out to find out if President Bush could be considered an Imperial President. After defining this term and then citing examples of other Imperial Presidents throughout history, the study was able to finally came to a conclusion about President Bush and his term as President. Overall, this was a very enlightening and thought-provoking project.
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