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What is a Citator?
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What is a Legal Citator?

« "Legal citation services (citators) indicate how
and when a particular legal resource has been
cited ... Citation services — resources that
indicate the number and types of citations to
intellectual works — are not unique to the
discipline of law. But because our iegal system

is founded on the doctrine of precedent — the
idea that similar fact ations should iesult in
similar legal outcomes — and because we rely on
judicial and statutory precedent to ensure those
similar outcomes, citation services play a more
integral role in the legal environment ..." Mersky
and Dunn, Fundamentals of Legal Research
at 312.
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What does a citator do?

"A Catalogued list of cases, statutes, and
other legal sources showing the
subsequent history and current
precedential value of those sources.
Citators allow researchers to verify the
authority of a precedent and to find
additional sources relating to a given
subject." - Black’s Law Dictionary 8" ed.

Slide 6 Why Do | Need to Use
Citation Services?

« Case verification (Can the case be used
as precedent? Is it "good law"?)

« Assist in locating additional primary and
secondary sources

« Practical/ethical considerations
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“In that respect experienced counsel such as
Mazur's should know better than to cite Geise
v. Phoenix Co. of Chicago. -- and if they did
not know better to begin with, they should

have learned better by the simple act of
Shepardizing Geise (as_every lawyer should
do before citing any case).”

Horaiis v. Mazur, 2004 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 3066 (N.D. Ill. Feb. 24, 2004)
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Electronic symbols
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Getting Started with Shepard’s
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Citation Format in Lexis
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Focus
Function in
Shepard’s
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Getting Started with KeyCite
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« http://Iscontent.westlaw.com/research/ppts
/KeyCite%20Cases%20History.ppt
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Reading Beyond the
Signs and Flags

Negative treatment does not necessarily mean
a case may not be cited.

Lack of negative treatment doesn’t always
indicate a "good case".

— ABC, Implicit Citation, or Underpinning problems.
Alan Wolf and Lynn Wishart, Shepard’s® and
KeyCite® Are Flawed (or Maybe It's You), N.Y.
State Bar Ass’n J. , Sept. 2003, 24-31.

— Use the Table of Authorities to help overcome this
issue.
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A-B-C Problem
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Mincey — Appears to be Good

Slide 35 A-B-C Solution
Table of Authorities
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Mincey TOA
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Compare?

< William L. Taylor, Comparing KeyCite and Shepard'’s for
Completeness, Currency, and Accuracy 92 Law Libr. J
127 - 141 (2000)

e W. Morris, A Response to Tay!m 's Comparison of Shepard’s

and Keycne 92 Law Libr. J. 143

— Dan Dabney, Another Response to Tay/ors Compar/son of
KeyCite and Shepard’s 92 Law Libr. J. 381 — 3

Elizabeth M. McKenzie, Comparing KeyCite with
Shepard’s Online 17 (3) Leg. Ref. Q. 85— 99 (1999).

Tobe, Liebert, New Shepard'’s v. KeyCite: How Do We
Compare (1999). Available at
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Diane Murley, SIU Law Library - Comparison of Features of Shepard's on
LexisNexis and KeyCite on Westlaw at

http:/fwww.law.siu.edu/lawlib/guides/citatorcompare. htm#history

Task Shepard's on KeyCite on
LexisNexis Westlaw

«From anywhere in Lt
on the tan Sheppard
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Compare?
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Compare?

Shepard's on KeyCite on
LexisNexis Westlaw
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Compare?
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KeyCite on Westlaw
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Alert Functions - Westlaw




Slide 49

Alert Functions - Westlaw

Slide 50 Display/Function Preferences

(AKA - What | Like)

« Direct History - Graphic display in Keycite!
(A picture is worth a thousand words)
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Display/Function Preferences
(AKA - What | Like)

« Direct History - Graphic display in KeyCite!
» Summary Panel and Focus in Shepard's!

(While Keycite performs many of the same functions, it doesn't
provide the ease of use.)
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(AKA - What | Like)

« Direct History - Graphic display in
Keycite!

« Summary Panel and Focus in
Shepard's!

* Results Plus and ALR links in
Keycite.
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Display/Function Preferences
(AKA - What | Like)

« Direct History - Graphic display in
Keycite! (A picture is worth a thousand words)
Summary Panel and Focus in
Shepard's!

ResultsPlus and ALR links in Keycite.
Depth of Analysis Symbols in Keycite.
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Display/Function Preferences
(AKA - What | Like)

« Direct History - Graphic display in
Keycite! (A picture is worth a thousand words)

» Summary Panel and Focus in
Shepard's!

» ResultsPlus and ALR links in Keycite.

« Depth of Analysis Symbols in Keycite.

» West key numbers in KeyCite
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Conns of Acts

PPV

e e

What can | Shepardize?

Cases
US Code

uncodified laws and treaties
state codes

administrative law decisions
federal agency regulations
state regulations

Foreign cases: Canada

Patents
law review articles

restatements

At o oty
[r——

What can | KeyCite?
Cases
US Code

state codes

administrative law decisions
federal agency regulations

state regulation

Foreign cases: Canada, Australia,

Hong Kong, and the European
Union

Patents and patent applications
law review articles
restatements

What primary sources that
cite my case will | find?

Shepard’s

Reported and unreported Cases
Pleading and briefs

(new function in 2007)
Annotated codes

Administrative decisions
Attorney general opinions

KeyCite
Reported and unreported Cases
Dockets, pleading and briefings

Annotated Codes
(added since initial review)
Administrative decisions
Attorney general opinions
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cite my case will | find?

Shepard’s KeyCite
Restatements Restatements

ALR and Lawyer’s Ed Annotations ALR Annotations

Law reviews Law reviews

Treatises from Matthew Bender Treatises from West Group
CLE Materials CLE Materials
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Global Cite on LOISLaw

Tobe Liebert, GlobalCite: Is it a Third
Citator? Available at
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Oklahoma State Courts Network
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_Oklahoma State Courts Network

Slide 71
Fastcase
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Questions
7




