
B-1: Developing Foreign, Comparative and International Law Collections 
Lee Peoples, Head of Reference Services 
Oklahoma City University Law Library 

 
Mid-America Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting 

October 2, 2003 
 

Bibliography 
 

 
Collection Development Policy Examples – Separate FCIL Policies 
Law Library Collection Development Policies: Policy Documents and Resources – 
Acquisitions Committee Technical Services SIS of AALL, accessible at:  
http://www.aallnet.org/sis/tssis/committees/acquisitions/colldevpolicies  
(includes the FCIL policies of Boston University, Duke, and York University and a 
bibliography of resources useful in creating a policy including standards and articles)  
 
University of San Francisco, accessible at: 
http://www.usfca.edu/law_library/intcolldevguidelines.html  
 
Law Library of Congress Collection Overview, accessible at: 
http://www.loc.gov/acq/devpol/colloverviews/law.html (law) 
http://www.loc.gov/acq/devpol/colloverviews/law-intl.html (international organizations) 
 
Law Library of Congress Collection Policy Statements, accessible at: 
http://lcweb.loc.gov/acq/devpol/law.html (law) 
http://lcweb.loc.gov/acq/devpol/intlorgs.html (international organizations) 
 
Collection Development Policy for United Nations Documents, Bobst Library, New York 
University, accessible at: http://library.nyu.edu/collections/policies/undoc.html   
 
University of Pennsylvania Foreign and International Government Documents, accessible 
at: http://www.library.upenn.edu/collections/policies/foreigndocs.html  
 
 
Collection Development Policy Examples – FCIL Policy as an Appendix 
Law Library Collection Development Policies: Policy Documents and Resources – 
Acquisitions Committee Technical Services SIS of AALL.  The policies of New York 
University and the University of Houston are available from this website.  These policies 
are integrated into the library’s overall collection development policy, accessible at: 
http://www.aallnet.org/sis/tssis/committees/acquisitions/colldevpolicies  
 
State University of New York at Buffalo, accessible at: 
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/units/law/cdpol.html  
 
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  1



Florida State University Foreign Law, accessible at: 
http://www.law.fsu.edu/library/collection/sec5.php  
 
Widener, accessible at: http://www.law.widener.edu/Law-
Library/library/services/collection_categories.shtml  
 
University of Iowa, accessible at: http://www.law.uiowa.edu/library/intlcollect.php  
(description of FCIL Collection) 
 
 
Collection Development Policies – Format Selection - Electronic Resources 
Law Library Collection Development Policies: Policy Documents and Resources – 
Acquisitions Committee Technical Services SIS of AALL, accessible at: 
http://www.aallnet.org/sis/tssis/committees/acquisitions/colldevpolicies/mattype.htm  
(Boston University and the University of Michigan are excellent examples available at 
this site) 
 
Radu D. Popa, Foreign and International Law: Monographs and Serials, Vendors and 
Sources, 1997 American Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting (includes policy 
for selecting electronic sources) 
 
Berkley Sun Site Digital Library “The Berkley Principles,” accessible at: 
http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/Admin/collection.html  
 
OCLC’s page on the Persistent Uniform Resource Locator, accessible at: 
http://www.purl.org/ 
 
 
Treaty Collection Building – Basic Resources 
Marci Hoffman, “Researching U.S. Treaties and Agreements,” accessible at: 
http://www.llrx.com/features/ustreaty.htm  
 
John Strzynski, “Foreign and International Collections, Part 2: International,” in Law 
Librarianship: A Handbook for the Electronic Age, Patrick E. Kehoe, et. al., eds. 
(Littleton: Rothman, 1994).  For a discussion of building a treaty collection see pp. 321-
28. 
 
Jill McC. Watson, “Treaties,” accessible at: http://www.asil.org/resource/treaty1.htm  
 
Jeanne Rehberg, “Finding Treaties and Other International Agreements,” in Accidental 
Tourist on the New Frontier: An Introduction to Global Legal Research, Jeanne Rehberg 
and Radu D. Popa, eds. (Littleton: Rothman, 1998) 123-150. 
 
Stefanie Wiegmann, “Researching Non-U.S. Treaties,” accessible at: 
http://www.llrx.com/features/non_ustreaty.htm   
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  2



 
Documents of International Organizations – Basic Resources 
Directories of  IGOs, accessible at: 
http://www.library.nwu.edu/govpub/resource/internat/igo.html 
http://www.uia.org/website.htm  
 
Boston University guide to IGOs, accessible at: 
http://www.bu.edu/lawlibrary/research/int/guides/guide_igo.htm  
 
John Strzynski, “Foreign and International Collections, Part 2: International,” in Law 
Librarianship: A Handbook for the Electronic Age, Patrick E. Kehoe, et. al., eds. 
(Littleton: Rothman, 1994).  Discuss the basics elements of an IGO/NGO collection on 
pp 328 - 347. 
 
Lyonette Louis-Jacques and Jeanne S. Korman, Introduction to International 
Organizations (New York : Oceana, 1996).   
 
European World Yearbook (London: Europa Publications) Gives basic information about 
the major international organizations and identifies their major publications. 

 
Encyclopedia of Associations (Detroit: Gale) Lists contact information and the basic 
documents published by over ninety seven thousand international, non-governmental and 
private organizations. 
 
See the attached listing of MAALL FCIL collections for a listing of libraries serving as 
depositories for IGO’s. 
 
 
Documents of International Organizations - United Nations General Resources 
Jeanne Rehberg, “United Nations: Lawmaking Activities and Documentation,” in 
Accidental Tourist on the New Frontier: An Introduction to Global Legal Research, ed. 
Jeanne Rehberg and Radu D. Popa (Littleton: Rothman, 1998) 160-178. 
 
United Nations Documentation: Research Guide explains the UN documentation system 
and provides research tips, accessible at: http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/  
 
United Nations Pathfinder, accessible at: 
http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/pathfind/frame/start.htm  
 
UNBIS Thesaurus an online thesaurus containing terminology used in United Nations 
documents, accessible at: http://unhq-appspub-01.un.org/LIB/DHLUNBISThesaurus.nsf  
 
The United Nations website contains a variety of documents, accessible at: 
http://www.un.org/  
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  3



Documents of International Organizations – European Union General Resources 
Dr. Klaus-Dieter Borchardt, “The ABCs of Community Law,” accessible at:  
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/about/abc/index.html  
 
Marylin J. Raisch, “European Union: Basic Legal Sources,” in Accidental Tourist on the 
New Frontier: An Introduction to Global Legal Research, ed. Rehberg, Jeanne and Radu 
D. Popa (Littleton: Rothman, 1998): 187-206. 
 
Marylin J. Raisch, “European Union Law: An Integrated Guide to Electronic and Print 
Research,” accessible at: http://www.llrx.com/features/eulaw.htm 
 
Europa, the website of the European Union: http://europa.eu.int/index_en.htm.  It may be 
useful to begin with the page “How to Find Information on Europa” as the site is complex 
and can easily become overwhelming, accessible at: 
http://europa.eu.int/geninfo/info/guide/index_en.htm.    
 
Eur-Lux, a portal to EU law maintained by the EU.  It contains links to Treaties,  
Legislation, Legislation in Preparation, Case Law, Parliamentary Questions, and  
Documents of Interest, accessible at: http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/index.html   
 
 
Selection Tools – Collections of Free Resources 
Library of Congress Guide to Law Online, if FCIL law is available free online this site 
will lead you to it.  A great first stop for foreign law, accessible at: 
http://www.loc.gov/law/public/law-guide.html  
 
World Legal Information Institute was created by collaboration between various national 
library organizations and several universities.  It contains foreign and international law,   
including: case-law, legislation, treaties, law reform reports, law journals, and other 
materials, accessible at: http://www.worldlii.org/  
 
The American Society for International Law’s Electronic Information System for 
International Law (EISIL) is a portal organized around broad categories that aims to 
provide links to primary documents, accessible at: http://www.eisil.org/  
 
Hieros Gamos is a website that links to laws from governments around the world, 
accessible at: http://www.hg.org/1table.html  
 
The websites of NGO’s and IGO’s often contain links to the text of their primary 
documents.  For an exhaustive list see Lyonette Louis-Jacques’ list, accessible at: 
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/~llou/forintlaw.html#organizations  
 
 
Sites Sponsored by Educational Institutions 
Cornell’s Legal Information Institute is another first stop source of primary law from 
around the world, accessible at: http://www.law.cornell.edu/world/  

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  4



 
University of Minnesota Human Rights Library contains almost 15,000 primary 
documents relevant to international human rights research, accessible at: 
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/   
 
Pace Law School’s CISG Database is a project of Professor Kirgis and the Pace law 
librarians.  This website has the text of the agreement, translated cases from around the 
world, scholarly articles in full text, and other resources, accessible at: 
http://www.cisg.law.pace.edu/  
 
Two resources from Yale are the Avalon Project containing primary FCIL documents of 
historical significance: http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htm  and the Diana 
Project containing the text of international human rights materials, accessible at: 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/diana/index.html  
 
 
Selection Tools – Electronic Bibliographies and Research Guides  
American Society of International Law’s eGuides, accessible at: 
http://www.asil.org/resource/home.htm  
 
Foreign, Comparative and International Law Special Interest Section’s page with links to 
online research guides, accessible at: http://brkl.brooklaw.edu/screens/fcilsis.html  
 
Georgetown Legal Research Guides to international law subjects, accessible at: 
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/guides/index.cfm  
 
Law Librarians Resource Exchange, visit the specific pages listing hundreds of articles, 
research guides, and bibliographies in the areas of international, comparative, and foreign 
law, accessible at: http://www.llrx.com/resource_centers.htm  
 
Lyonette Louis-Jacques, Making the Connection to the Rest of the World, Mid American 
Association of Law Libraries, 2002 Annual Meeting, accessible at: 
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/~llou/maall-call.html See her listing of electronic resources.  
Her meta list of resources is exhaustive, accessible at:  
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/~llou/ The page “Legal Research on International Law 
Issues Using the Internet” is particularly informative. 
 
See the attached listing of MAALL FCIL collections for links to FCIL research guides 
placed online by MAALL institutions. 
 
 
Selection Tools - Bibliographies and Collection Development Tools  
Rudolf Berhardt, Encyclopedia of Public International Law (Amsterdam: North Holland 
Publishing, 1981 - ).  
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  5



Claire M. Germain, Germain’s Transnational Law Research: A Guide for Attorneys 
(New York: Transnational Publishers, Inc., 2002).   
 
Guide to International Legal Research, 4th  ed., The George Washington University 
Journal of International Law and Economics, eds.  (Newark, NJ: LexisNexis, 2002). 
 
Juergen Christoph Goedan, International Legal Bibliographies (New York: Transnational 
Publishers, Inc., 1992). 
 
International Encyclopedia of Comparative Law (Tubingen: JCB Mohr, 1971 - ).   
 
Timothy Kearley and John Strzynski, “Foreign and International Collections,” in Law 
Librarianship: A Handbook for the Electronic Age, Patrick E. Kehoe, et. al., eds. 
(Littleton: Rothman, 1994). 
 
Law Books Recommended for Law Libraries (Littleton: Rothman, 1967-1976) for the 
classics. 
 
Martindale Hubble International Law Digests (Summit, NJ: Martindale Hubble, 1990 - ).   
 
Thomas H. Reynolds and Arturo A. Flores, Foreign Law: Current Sources of Codes and 
Basic Legislation in Jurisdictions of the World (Littleton: Rothman, 1989 - ).   
 
Szladits’ Bibliography on Foreign and Comparative Law, Daniel L. Wade, S. Blair 
Kauffman, and Tracy L. Thompson, eds. (New York: Oceana, 2001).   
 
 
Selection Tools – Acquisitions Lists of Other Libraries 
Acqwebs resources for law librarians, accessible at: 
http://acqweb.library.vanderbilt.edu/acqweb/law.html (has lots of foreign acquisitions 
lists) 
 
New acquisitions at the Peace Palace Library, accessible at: http://www.ppl.nl/newtitles/  
 
Catalog of New Foreign and International Law Titles (Ann Arbor, MI: Ward and 
Associates, 1989-1998).  May be useful for retrospective collection development. 
 
See the attached listing of MAALL FCIL collections including any acquisitions lists 
accessible online. 
 
 
Selection Tools – Catalogs of Other Libraries 
Lyonette Louis-Jacques’ exhaustive listing of major FCIL library catalogs, accessible at: 
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/~llou/forintlaw.html#catalogs  
 
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  6



Law Library of Congress Multinational Collections Database, accessible at: 
http://www.loc.gov/mulp/  
 
Directory of Foreign Law Collections in Selected Law Libraries, Ellen G. Schaffer and 
Thomas R. Bruce, eds. (Littleton: Rothman, 1991)  
 
Daniel L. Wade, “Building a Medium-to-Large Foreign Law Collection,” in Introduction 
to Foreign Legal Systems, Richard A. Danner and Marie-Louise H. Bernal, eds. (New 
York: Oceana, 1994).  Lists law libraries well know for their FCIL collections. 
 
See the attached listing of MAALL FCIL collections including links to all MAALL 
institutions and descriptions of any unique FCIL collections. 
 
 
Selection Tools – FCIL Vendors 
Timothy Kearley, “Foreign and International Collections, Part 1: Foreign,” in Law 
Librarianship: A Handbook for the Electronic Age, Patrick E. Kehoe, et. al., eds. 
(Littleton: Rothman, 1994). Discussion of and citations to directories of foreign book 
dealers at pp. 265-67. 
 
Thomas H. Reynolds and Arturo A. Flores, Foreign Law: Current Sources of Codes and 
Basic Legislation in Jurisdictions of the World (Littleton: Rothman, 1989 - ). 
 
Julius J. Marke and Richard Sloan, Legal Research and Law Library Management (Law 
Journal Press: New York) See Chapter 30 “Transnational Enterprises” which briefly 
discusses the major publications of some of the publishers listed above. 
 
Vendors for Foreign Law Materials is an excellent guide with practical information 
designed for acquisitions librarians, accessible at: 
http://www.uiowa.edu/~lawlib/vendors/ 
 
 
Acquisitions Issues 
Timothy Kearley, “Foreign and International Collections, Part 1: Foreign,” in Law 
Librarianship: A Handbook for the Electronic Age, Patrick E. Kehoe, et. al., eds. 
(Littleton: Rothman, 1994).  Comments on common acquisitions problems (pp. 264) and 
special issues involved in processing FCIL materials (pp. 267-68). 
 
Stanford’s Acquiring International Documents page discusses the acquisition of 
documents from IGO’s, accessible at: 
http://www.stanford.edu/~ceckman/igoacq.html  
 
InfoWorks Acquisitions of Foreign Materials, accessible at: 
http://www.itcompany.com/inforetriever/acq_forg.htm  
 
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  7



Classification Issues 
Keep in mind that JX http://lcweb.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcco/lcco_j.pdf is obsolete and has 
been replaced with KZ http://lcweb.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcco/lcco_k.pdf  
However some libraries may not have made the switch yet.  Some materials from JX 
have also been classified into class K. 
 
Jolande E. Goldberg, Library of Congress Classes JZ and KZ: Historical Notes and 
Introduction to Application (Washington D.C.: Library of Congress, 1997) 
 
 
Scholarly Articles - Developing FCIL Collections 
Pamela Bluh, The Acquisition and Handling of Foreign Legal Serials: The Practical 
Aspects 79 Law Libr. J. 115-123 (1987). 
 
Christine A. Corcos, 87-I4 Latin American Documents: Access and Use, American 
Association of Law Libraries, 1987 Annual Meeting. 
 
Mary Cooper Gilliam, 93-H2 Foreign and International Law Collection Development on 
a Shoestring, American Association of Law Libraries, 1993 Annual Meeting. 
 
Mary Cooper Gilliam, Problems in Foreign Legal Acquisitions 79 Law Libr. J. 125-131 
(1987). 
 
Juergen Christoph Goedan, Important German Law Books Recommended for Law 
Libraries, 12 Int’l J. Legal Info. 215-230 (October & December 1984). 
 
Timothy Kearley and John Strzynski, “Foreign and International Collections” in Law 
Librarianship: A Handbook for the Electronic Age (Littleton: Rothman, 1994). 
 
Rosalee M. Long, et. al., “Acquisitions,” Law Librarianship: A Handbook, Heinz Peter 
Mueller and Patrick Kehoe, eds. (Littleton: Rothman, 1983) pp. 264, 278. 
 
M. Kathleen Price, 95-A1 Building the Global Law Library, American Association of 
Law Libraries, 1995 Annual Meeting.  No handouts.  
 
Thomas H. Reynolds, Foreign and International Law Collection Development on a 
Shoestring, American Association of Law Libraries, 1993 Annual Meeting. 
 
Joanne Scanlon, 85-G3 Long-Distance Relationships: Acquiring and Maintaining 
Foreign Material, American Association of Law Libraries, 1985 Annual Meeting. 
 
Kurt Schwerin, Foreign Law Selection and Acquisitions: Sources and Problems, 63 Law 
Libr. J. 70-82 (1970).  
 
Elka Tenner, 93-G2 The European Community in the Nineties: Materials and Vendors to 
Meet Information Needs, American Association of Law Libraries, 1993 Annual Meeting. 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  8



J. Orne, The Language of the Foreign Book Trade: Abbreviations, Terms, and Phrases, 
3rd ed. (American Library Association, 1976). 
 
Multilingual Dictionary of Publishing, Printing, and Bookselling (London: Cassell, 
1992). 
 
Yoko Beriault, NAFTA Resources: Collection Development for an Evolving Topic in a 
Diverse Information Environment, 21 Canadian Law Libraries 129-132 (Autumn 1996).  
 
Alex Noel-Tod, Collection Development in British Legal Materials, 81 Law Libr. J. 723-
731 (Fall 1989). 
  
David A. Thomas, The Role of Legal Bibliographies in Law Collection Development: An 
Overdue Debunking, 9 LRSQ 71-77 (November 1989). 
 
Tran Van Linh, Some Observations on the Acquisition of French Legal Materials, 10 
Int’l J. Legal Info. 2-14 (February 1982).  
 
Lyonette Louis-Jacques, F-5 How to Build an International Relations Collection, 
American Association of Law Libraries, 2002 Annual Meeting. 
 
AALL Summer Institute: The Contemporary Practice of Public International Law – 1996.  
Each day a session was held on collection development. 
 
Malcolm Smith, Building an Asian Law Collection 28 Int’l J. Legal Info. 362 (2000). 
 
Radu D. Popa, Bibliographic Checklist on International Law Research: Eastern 
European Countries 22 Int’l J. Legal Info. 119 (1994). 
 
Ellen G. Schaffer, Legal Materials from Latin America and the Caribbean: Some Ideas 
for Acquisition 12 Int’l J. Legal Info. 103 (Summer 1984). 
 
Daniel L. Wade, “Building a Medium-to-Large Foreign Law Collection,” in Introduction 
to Foreign Legal Systems, Richard A. Danner and Marie-Louise H. Bernal, eds. (New 
York: Oceana, 1994). 
 
Margareta Horiba, “Acquiring Foreign Legal Materials: Focus on Europe,” in 
Introduction to Foreign Legal Systems, Richard A. Danner and Marie-Louise H. Bernal, 
eds. (New York: Oceana, 1994). 
 
Nicholas Thorner, “Acquiring Materials from Difficult Jurisdictions: Eastern Europe adn 
the Former Soviet Union,” in Introduction to Foreign Legal Systems, Richard A. Danner 
and Marie-Louise H. Bernal, eds. (New York: Oceana, 1994). 
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  9



Amber Lee Smith, “Foreign Law in Translation: Problems and Sources,” in Introduction 
to Foreign Legal Systems, Richard A. Danner and Marie-Louise H. Bernal, eds. (New 
York: Oceana, 1994). 
 
Anne P. Pries-Heijke, Legal Sources in Eastern Europe, 24 IJLI 81 (1996). leave these 
kinds of articles out – because there are too many – but tell them how to find them 
 
 
Scholarly Articles - Developing Electronic FCIL Collections 
Marci Hoffman, Developing an Electronic Collection: The University of Minnesota 
Human Rights Library, 19 LRSQ 143-155 (Summer 2001).  
 
Mirela Roznovschi, Building an Electronic Law Library in a Foreign Country – The 
Internet Solution, 24 Int’l J. Legal Info. 161 (1996). 
 
Joan Liu, Beyond the Border: The Construction of Chinese Legal Information System in 
Cyberspace, 29 Int’l J. Legal Info. 120-144 (Spring, 2001). 
 
John McNeill, D-1 Networking to the Future: The CISG Database as a Paradigm of 
Scholarly Web Publishing, American Association of Law Libraries, 2003 Annual 
Meeting. 
 
 
Other Collections and Discussion of Other FCIL Collection Development Policies 
Directory of Foreign Law Collections in Selected Law Libraries, Ellen G. Schaffer and 
Thomas R. Bruce, eds. (Littleton: Rothman, 1991)  
 
Daniel L. Wade, “Building a Medium-to-Large Foreign Law Collection,” in Introduction 
to Foreign Legal Systems, Richard A. Danner and Marie-Louise H. Bernal, eds. (New 
York: Oceana, 1994).  See Appendix B for a list of libraries with primary collecting 
responsibilities and vigorous collecting responsibilities, pp. 223-227. 
 
Rosemary Bunnage, Access to Foreign and International Law Journals: Indexing, 
Scanning – Some Suggestions for the Harvard Collection 28 Int’l J. Legal Info. 483 
(2000). 
 
I.E. Aguolu, Factors Affecting the Development of Academic Law Libraries in Nigeria, 
24 Int’l J. Legal Info. 148-160 (Summer 1996). 
 
Yemisi Dina, Academic Law Library Collections in Africa: Comparative Notes on 
Nigeria and South Africa, 30 Int’l J. Legal Info. 454-465 (Winter 2002). 
 
Hammersmith and Fulham Public Libraries: Law Collection Policy Guidelines, 17 Law 
Librarian 37-38 (April 1986) 
 
David L. Jones, The House of Lords Library, 29 Law Librarian 105-107 (June 1998). 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  10



 
Ralph Lansky, Law Libraries in Germany, 19 Int’l J. Legal Info. 179 (1991). 
 
Margaret A. Leary, Building a Foreign Law Collection at the University of Michigan 
Law Library, 1910-1960 94 L. Lib. J. 395 (Summer, 2002). 
 
Nina K. Leneman, Collections Management Criteria of the United Nations and 
Specialized Agencies Collection in the Dag Hammarskjold Library, 12 Int’l J. Legal Info. 
195-214 (Oct – Dec 1984). 
 
Robert G. Logan, Law Libraries in Oxford, 20 Law Librarian 49-54 (August 1989). 
 
Jill Newell, The Public International Law Collection in the Library of the Institute of 
Advanced Studies, 26 Law Librarian 331-336 (June 1995).  
 
Machteld Nijsten, The European University Institute Library: Building an International 
and Comparative Law Collection for a Multinational Clientele, 27 Int’l J. Legal Info. 
213-223 (Summer 1999).  
 
M. Kathleen Price, Building a National Law Library to Serve the World Community, 83 
L. Lib. J. 225-233 (Spring 1991). 
 
Mordecai Rosenfeld, Brown’s Wheaton Collection of International Law, 212 N.Y.L.J. 2 
(November 9, 1994) 
 
Gerard C. Rowe and Rob Brian, Meeting the Needs of Comparative and International 
Legal Research in Australia: A Library Project – A Report and Proposal 20 Int’l J. Legal 
Info. 238 (1992). 
 
Ellen G. Schaffer, Georgetown University’s Developing Foreign Law Policy and Its 
Implications for Providing Reference Service 9 LRSQ 121 (1989). 
 
Amber Lee Smith Global Treasures: The L.A. County Law Library Offers a Wealth of 
Foreign Law Materials, 17 L.A. Law 15 (September 1994) 
 
M. Lesley Wilkins, Harvard Law School Library Collections & Services Related to the 
Law of the Islamic World, 31 Int’l J. Legal Info. 380-398 (Summer 2003). 
 
 
Weeding 
James S. Heller, Collection Development and Weeding a la Versace: Fashioning a Policy 
for Your Library, 6 AALL Spectrum 12 (February 2002). 
 
 
 
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  11



Collaborative Efforts 
Sara Robbins and Gregory E. Koster, New York Joint International Law Program 
Experience, 85 Law Libr. J. 783-799 (Fall 19993). 
 
Adolf Sprudz, Thirty-five Years of International Cooperation: The Case of the IALL, 26 
Law Librarian 321-326 (June 1995). 
 
Andrew Grossman, Towards Cooperation in Access to Foreign Primary Law, 30 Int’l J. 
Legal Info. 1-52 (Spring 2002). 
 
Peter Clinch and Steven Whittle, H-3, New Realities for Developing Global Collections: 
New Approaches and Cooperative Projects, American Association of Law Libraries, 
2001 Annual Meeting. 
 
FLAG – a collaborative internet gateway to FCIL holdings in UK law libraries, 
accessible at: http://ials.sas.ac.uk/library/flag/flag.htm (not a union catalog but a 
description of the contents of different collections). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copies of this bibliography, MAALL FCIL Collections Summary, and PowerPoint slides 
are accessible at: http://www.okcu.edu/law/library/peoples.asp  
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Oklahoma City University Law Library’s FCIL Collection 
Development Policy 

 
Appendix 6 Collection Development Guidelines: Foreign and 
International Law. 
 
The goal of the law library’s foreign and international collection is to support the 
curriculum, practical programs and law school faculty research interests.  To achieve this 
goal, development of the foreign and international collection will focus upon the areas 
listed below.  The library will selectively collect outside of the defined areas in order to 
develop and maintain a basic collection of materials in all subject and jurisdictional areas 
of foreign and international law. 
 
Curriculum: 
Comparative Law, Public International Law, International Business Transactions, 
International Aspects of United States Income Tax, Foreign and International Legal Research 
and Certificate in Business Law – Electronic Commerce. 
 
Practical Programs: 
Jessup Moot Court Competition 
 
Foreign Jurisdictions: 
Canada (with special emphasis on Quebec), Mexico, United Kingdom, Germany, France, 
Italy, Japan, China and Islamic Jurisdictions. 
 
International Materials on the following subjects: 
Public International Law, International Business Transactions, International Taxation, 
NAFTA, WTO, EU and UN. 
 
Scope 
The library endeavors to develop a collection in each of the above areas that is adequate 
to support the curriculum, practical programs and faculty research interests.  The scope of 
foreign legal materials collected includes introductory level materials providing a general 
overview of the jurisdiction and scholarly works and commentaries of a comparative 
nature.  The international collection will include the classic sources of international law 
defined by Article 38 (1) of the Statute of the International Court of Justice as: 
international conventions, international custom, general principles of law recognized by 
peace loving nations, judicial decisions and the teachings of highly qualified publicists.  
Introductory level materials will also be collected that provide an effective entrée to and 
overview of all jurisdictions and areas of foreign and international law. 
 
Format 
Refer to the criteria listed in sections 3d, 4 and Appendix 5 of the Collection 
Development Policy. 
 

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  13



Language 
The library currently only acquires materials in English.  Materials in other languages 
will be considered if the curriculum, practical programs or faculty research interests 
require them.    
 
Cooperation  
The collections of other local libraries with foreign and international holdings will be 
consulted before acquiring materials in an effort to reduce duplication and increase the 
variety of resources available in the region. 
 
Development of Internet Resources  
An increasing amount of primary foreign and international law is being made available 
free to the public by nation-states, IGOs and academic institutions.  In order to provide 
efficient access to information the reference department will develop a series of web-
pages linking to primary foreign and international legal material available on-line.  The 
reference librarian creating the pages will take appropriate steps to insure that selected 
resources are reliable and up to date before including them in web-pages.  
 
Overall Collection Review 
The current collection will be reviewed to determine how balanced the library’s 
collection is.  Retrospective acquisitions will be considered to balance the library’s 
collection in the focus areas indicated above.   
 
Reviewing Tools 
The Librarian responsible for the Foreign and International Collection will continue to 
develop the collection by monitoring foreign and international law listservs, reading book 
reviews in international legal periodicals, reviewing advertisements and when appropriate 
routing them to appropriate faculty members for consideration. 
 
Comparative Law 6-E   
 

Collection Level:  A minor collection Limited to materials in English with 
emphasis on publications in the following areas: 

 
A.   General  

 
1.   Comparison of civil law systems with common law systems. 

 
2. Comparison of non-civil law systems (Islamic, primitive, Eastern,  

etc.) with common and civil law systems. 
 

3. Comparison of Anglo-American systems and the British    
Commonwealth systems. 

 
4. Comparative historical legal development. 
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5. Comparative jurisprudence. 
 

B.   Specific 
 
 Acquired according to current Law School research needs. 
 

Ancient, Canon, Customary, Medieval, Religious, and Roman Law 6-G 
 

A. Ancient Law 
 

Ancient legal systems from beginning of civilization to the rise of Rome:   
A representative collection, in English, that would provide a user with an 
introduction to the system. 
 
B. Canon Law 
 
Basic Coverage, in English or Latin, sufficiently developed and possessing 
the primary source materials to meet the likely needs of the occasional 
researcher, the Anglo-American legal historian, or an entry level class in 
the field. 
 
C. Customary Law 

 
Restricted to jurisdictions collected in depth. 
 
D. Medieval Law 

 
Restricted to jurisdictions collected in depth. 
 
E. Religious Law 

 
Legal system derived from comprehensive religious theology, e.g. Hindu 
Law, Islamic Law, Jewish Law.  A representative collection that would 
provide user with an introduction to the system. 
 
F. Roman Law 

 
A good basic collection enabling a user to research most questions of law 
and practice in all periods of development.  Emphasis upon English 
language materials, but also selectively acquired in German and Latin. 
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Review of the Law Library’s Collection of Mexican Legal Materials 
 
The stated policy: 
 
We intend to expand our collection of Mexican legal materials according to the revised 
foreign, comparative and international collection development policy.  According to the 
policy we will only collect English language materials unless curriculum, practical 
programs or faculty research interests require materials in another language.  The scope 
we intend to collect at is defined by the policy as follows:   
 

The library endeavors to develop a collection in each of the above areas that is 
adequate to support the curriculum, practical programs and faculty research 
interests.  The scope of foreign legal materials collected includes introductory level 
materials providing a general overview of the jurisdiction, the primary law of the 
jurisdiction, scholarly works and commentaries.  The international collection will 
include the classic sources of international law defined by Article 38 (1) of the 
Statute of the International Court of Justice as: international conventions, 
international custom, general principles of law recognized by peace loving nations, 
judicial decisions and the teachings of highly qualified publicists.  Introductory 
level materials will also be collected that provide an effective entrée to and 
overview of all jurisdictions and areas of foreign and international law. 

 
Items we currently have:  
 
A listing of the titles we own is attached to the actual report but is too lengthy to be 
attached here. 
  
Evaluation of Collection: 
 
We have a very small core collection of Mexican legal materials.  Some of these titles 
include: several guides to the legal system including The Mexican Legal System, by 
Avalos, Mexican Law: A Treatise for Legal Practitioners, Cross Border Trade and 
Investment with Mexico, a Spanish/English legal dictionary, a 1996 edition of the 
Mexican civil code, a copy of the constitution, and a few other titles.  We should expand 
the collection by doing some retrospective purchasing and by purchasing titles in the 
future that meet the criteria defined in the policy.  
 
I consulted Szladits bibliography and found several titles worth considering which are 
listed below.  I contacted Francisco Avalos, Foreign and International Law Librarian at 
the University of New Mexico, by e-mail and informed him that we had a limited 
collection of Mexican legal materials and wished to expand it with the materials 
mentioned below.  He was kind enough to respond with his opinion that these titles 
would be good additions to our collection.   
 

Romanach, Mexican Law of Sales (44 libraries own and 13 Westlaw cites (’99 MR)  
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Mexican Customs Law and Regulation in Translation (11 libraries own (mostly acad. 
law) 0 Westlaw cites. 
 
Staudt, Free Trade? Informal Economies at the US-Mex. Border (434 libraries own 
incl. OU, 1 WL cite (’02) 
 
Nelson, Harmonization of the Secured Financing Laws of the Nafta (9 libs own, 8 
Westlaw cites (’01 MR). 
 
Weintraub, Nafta at Three. (267 libraries own, 4 westlaw cites (’99 MR). 
 
McKennirey, Plant Closings and Labor Rights ... (420 libraries own, 10 westlaw cites 
(’02 MR) 
 
Mexican Labor Law Summary (30 libraries own). 
 

A review of the University of New Mexico Law Library holdings revealed the following 
titles which may also be appropriate for our collection: 

 
Stuckey, Mark C., Environmental Management for Mexican Industry, 1994 (36 
libraries own not many law academics, 3 Westlaw cites (’02 MR) (may be 
duplicative of other environmental titles listed) 
 
Mexico: Environmental Laws and Norms, 1994 (32 libraries own not many law 
academics, 2 Westlaw cites (’97 MR)(may be duplicative of other environmental 
titles listed) 
 
Decentralization of Environmental Protection in Mexico, 1996 (24 libraries own 
about ½ are law academics, 2 Westlaw cites (’02 MR)(may be duplicative of 
other environmental titles listed) 
 
Armstrong, George M., Law and Market Society in Mexico, 1989 (234 libraries 
own mostly academics, 3 Westlaw cites (’00 MR) 
 
Torriente, Anna L., Mexican and U.S. Labor Law and Practice: A Practical 
Guide, 1997 (59 libraries own mostly law academics, 2 Westlaw cites ’01 MR, 
listed in Szlatits)(may be duplicative of the Mexican Labor Law Summary) 
 
Dennis, John, How to Buy Real Estate in Mexico, 1994 (25 libraries own mostly 
law academics, 1 Westlaw cite, ‘02) 
 
Weisbaum, Earl, Mexico: A Legal and Bibliographic Guide, 1990 (55 libraries 
own mostly law academics, 1 Westlaw cite ‘01) 

 
We should also take advantage of information available free online by possibly adding 
links to our web links page.  Mr. Avalos has written an excellent article about the 
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Mexican Legal System with links to free materials available from: 
http://www.llrx.com/features/mexican.htm .  A recent article in The Spectrum also 
outlined some sites.  They include: 

The civil code has been translated into English; it is not currently available on the 
Internet.  One website where it is available in Spanish is: 
www.solon.org/Statutes/Mexico/Spanish/cc-intro.html. 

The Mexican Constitution can be found in English at 
http://www.ilstu.edu/class/hist263/docs/1917const.html. 

In Civil Law tradition countries, all legal matters/legislation must be published in 
their “Official Gazette” before it can go into effect. The gazettes, which are legal 
newspapers, are know as “Diarios” or “Gacetas” are published on a daily basis by 
the government and are the official source for all new legislation.  Mexico’s 
gazette, the Diario Official, may be found at: http://dof.terra.com.mx/default.htm, 
for a fee but the text is in Spanish. These are available in English for a membership 
fee at: http://www.natlaw.com/mexico/diario/diario.htm.   

Precisa, http://www.precisa.gob.mx, the Mexican government’s official portal 
(Spanish only) 

The Supreme Court of Mexico has a database of case law available for free from: 
http://www.scjn.gob.mx/inicial.asp (Spanish only) 

The website of the Chamber of Deputies provides access to more than 220 federal 
codes and laws including the constitution. http://www.cddhcu.gob.mx/  

Governments on the WWW: Mexico - This is the most extensive collection of links 
to the Mexican Government that I have found on the net. The materials are mostly 
in Spanish 

Institute for Legal Studies (Instituto de Investigaciones Juridicas, UNAM). The 
Instituto de Investigaciones Juridicas@ is the foremost legal Institute in Mexico 
and Latin America. The site offers a comprehensive collection of not just primary 
materials, but also secondary materials. The materials are in Spanish and are 
updated on a regular basis. Mexican Federal and State legal materials are available. 
Avalos highly recommends this site for all Mexican legal research. Spanish and a 
basic knowledge of the Mexican legal system are required to make full use of this 
site. The site is free.  

Library of Congress: Global Legal Information Network. This is a very good 
starting point for the novice researcher of Mexican Law. The site provides links to 
more than legal information on Mexico (country reports, commerce guides, 
government guide, etc.). The value of this site is that many links lead to primary 
materials 
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British and Irish Legal Information Institute. This site is a collection of valuable 
links to Mexican legal materials. There are some links to Mexican primary 
materials in translation. The site indicates which linked databases have materials in 
English and have search engines. The links listed provide a very comprehensive 
look of Mexican legal materials. The emphasis is on federal materials over state 
materials.    

  © Lee F. Peoples 2003  19


