A DECADE OF MILESTONES

BASS SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Oklahoma City University

2006 

· Wanda L. Bass Music Center opens April 1, doubling facilities of music school with 106,000-square-foot, $38.5 million addition. 

2005 
· Faculty musicians interpret OCU-created works on University’s first commercial CD: Where the Sunsets Bleed, distributed by Albany Records and featured in Tower Records Lincoln Center.

· Bass School appoints first endowed chairs.

· Kelli O’Hara (BM ’97) nominated for Tony Award.
2004
· Music school becomes Wanda L. Bass School of Music.
· OCU Symphony Orchestra represents United States at “Meet At Beijing” International Arts Festival, kicking off historic 18-day tour of China.
· Kristin Chenoweth (BM '91; MM '93), nominated for second Tony Award.

2003
· Ron Raines (BM ’75) receives first of two consecutive Emmy Awards nominations.

2002 
· School earns All-Steinway designation with record-breaking purchase of 105 Steinway pianos.

· Groundbreaking begins on Wanda L. Bass Music Center.
· Percussion Ensemble makes Civic Center debut, performing with Ballet Oklahoma and Canterbury Choral Society.
2001
· School hosts Summit on the Future of American Music Theater, featuring industry leaders and showcase for new works.
· School celebrates golden anniversary of Oklahoma Opera and Music Theater Company with commission of main stage musical, Night of the Comets.
· Sarah Coburn (MM ’01) is National Grand Finalist in the nationally broadcast Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions.

· OCU Flute Choir performs at National Flute Association Convention.
2000

· ASCAP and the American Symphony Orchestra League recognize OCU Symphony Orchestra’s commitment to new music with the National Adventurous Programming Award.

· Gerald Steichen (BM ’86) conducts grand finale 7,485th performance of CATS on Broadway.
· OCU alumni Barbara Fox DeMaio, Beverly Hoch, Kristin Chenoweth, Leona Mitchell, and Lara Teeter return for season-long Golden Recital Series.
1999
· Kristin Chenoweth (BM '91; MM '93), wins Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in a Musical.
1998
· BMI presents alumnus Mason Williams with Citation of Achievement as his composition, Classical Gas, becomes BMI’s top instrumental composition, logging over 3 million broadcast performances.

1997

· Project 21 – dedicated to the creation and performance of music for the 21st century – is founded. By 2005, group will premiere more than 350 OCU-created works.
1996
· Mark Parker is named Dean of Oklahoma City University School of Music.
