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Erik Lindbergh to Speak At Bass Center Opening 
            Erik Lindbergh will return to Oklahoma City University on April 1 to celebrate the opening of the $38.5 million Bass Music Center. The ceremony starts at 10 a.m. and is free to the public.

It is the third Lindbergh family visit to Oklahoma City University. On Sept. 28, 1927, Col. Charles Lindbergh helped break ground for the original music school building. He was in Oklahoma by serendipity, on a nationwide tour after his pioneering transatlantic flight in “Spirit of St. Louis.”

“We are thrilled to welcome Erik back to OCU,” said Mark Parker, dean of the Bass School of Music. “His participation in this historic event completes the circle started when his grandfather turned the first spade of earth in 1927 for the music school.” 

Exactly 75 years later, Erik Lindbergh continued his family’s Oklahoma City University legacy by helping break ground for the Wanda L. Bass Music Center.
“This is a place for dreamers, for people who want to make a difference,” he told a crowd of 600 at the Sept. 28, 2002, ceremony. “It is a place my grandfather would’ve appreciated, a place where hard work and good training makes dreams come true." He promised at the groundbreaking that he would return to see the project completed.
Lindbergh will be one of the featured speakers at the building’s dedication. Also scheduled to speak are Dr. Wanda L. Bass, Bishop Robert Hayes, OCU President Tom McDaniel, and Parker. The public is invited to attend the 10 a.m. Saturday celebration, to be held at NW 25th and Blackwelder.

Erik Lindbergh is a commercial pilot and flight instructor who is vice chairman and director of the Lindbergh Foundation. The non-profit organization is dedicated to furthering his grandparents' vision of balance between technological advancement and environmental preservation.

He is a member of the Board of Trustees of the X Prize Foundation, which develops competitions to encourage breakthroughs in aerospace technology. He works in public relations for Columbia Aircraft Manufacturing, is one of four founding X-Racer pilots in the Rocket Racing League and is a founding board member of the Aviation High School in Seattle. His sculptures and furniture design may be seen at www.LindberghGallery.com
For more information about the Bass Music Center and its grand opening, visit www.okcu.edu/basscenter. 
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