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World Premiere Fanfare

to Dedicate Oklahoma City University’s 
Wanda L. Bass Music Center

Spurred by the notion that architecture is frozen music, Edward Knight has composed a celebratory fanfare that explores the soaring spaces and musical overhangs of the new Bass Music Center at OCU. 

The five-minute work, featuring 30 percussionists and brass players, will premiere at the building’s April 1 dedication. The fanfare, available internationally through Subito Music, is dedicated to Dr. Wanda L. Bass. The dedication starts at 10 a.m. and is free to the public. It will be held in the Great Glass Atrium of the Bass Center.
“I’ve never seen a music school with such an inspiring entry,” said Knight, the school’s director of composition. “There is such a sense of light and possibility. The Bass Center is majestic, and this fanfare reflects that sense of theatricality and grandeur.”

The fanfare will make use of the new building’s 66-foot ceilings and finely tuned acoustics. Thirty percussionists and brass players will be positioned on the floor and surrounding walkways of the Great Glass Atrium.

Saturday’s grand opening ceremonies will also feature a ribbon-cutting, the sealing of a time capsule, self-guided tours of the building with docents posted throughout and performances by the 300-member Oklahoma City University Festival Choir and Orchestra, comprised of every music student in the school. The musicians will perform other works, including Knight’s orchestral and choral “Cradle of Dreams,” commissioned for Oklahoma City University’s centennial in 2004.
Knight has directed the composition program at Oklahoma City University’s Bass School of Music since 1997. His has been performed on five continents by groups ranging from the Netherlands-based American Voices chamber ensemble to the New York Philharmonic, in venues as varied as the "Meet in Beijing" Festival to the Hollywood Bowl. Reviewers call his music "suave and sinister" (Timothy Mangan, Los Angeles Times) and "inventive and melodic" (Wayne Lee Gay, Knight-Ridder). Three albums featuring Knight’s music were commercially released in 2005.

The Wanda L. Bass School of Music at Oklahoma City University is an all-Steinway school, the nation’s first Conn-Selmer school, a member of the National Alliance for Music Theatre, and winner of ASCAP’s national orchestral award for adventurous programming of contemporary music. 
For more information visit www.okcu.edu/basscenter. 

###

C:\Documents and Settings\cdillon\Desktop\Press Release Template.doc

