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Oklahoma City University’s Bass Music Center 

to Open April 1 and the Public’s Invited!
The Wanda L. Bass Music Center at Oklahoma City University will open its doors in a grand opening celebration April 1. The $38.5 million, 113,000-square-foot addition – more than 10 years in the planning -- will more than double the facilities of the Bass School of Music. 
Saturday’s 10 a.m. grand opening ceremonies are free to the public and will feature a ribbon-cutting, the sealing of a time capsule, self-led tours of the building with docents posted along the way and performances by the 300-member Oklahoma City University Festival Choir and Orchestra, comprised of every music student in the school. 


“The opening of the Bass Music Center place Oklahoma City University among the world’s finest music schools. Dr. Bass’s generosity and foresight are a gift not only to this university but to the city of Oklahoma City and the state of Oklahoma. This dedication is the culmination of OCU’s centennial celebration, which began two years ago with the opening of the Meinders School of Business and I can’t think of a better finale,” said OCU President Tom McDaniel. 
“The Bass Music Center is an unprecedented creative collaboration between musicians and acousticians, architects and network designers, craftsmen and visionaries,” said Mark Parker, dean of the music school. “This synergy has created a place inspired by a dream to build the world’s finest facility for teaching music. 
“The Bass Center is an inspiration built to inspire. It is a finely crafted instrument in its own right.”

The building contains more than 50 million pounds of concrete in seven separate structures under one roof. The exterior features 450,000 bricks and 3,000 pieces of cast stone. The sections were designed as free-standing units to help stop vibrations caused by music making from the school’s 300-plus majors. 
The heart of the Bass Center is the Great Glass Atrium, which will be used for opening night dinners, lectures and receptions. Balconies and walkways line two sides of the atrium, which will be illuminated by natural light from 75-foot, floor-to-ceiling windows and by three massive chandeliers suspended from gothic peaks six stories above the terrazzo tiles.
“I look at this not so much as a donation but as an investment,” Dr. Wanda L. Bass said of her gift at the Center’s 2002 groundbreaking. “This is an investment in the future of the school of music and in the future of Oklahoma City University.”

The dedication will include the world premiere of a fanfare for brass and percussion written by OCU composer-in-residence Edward Knight, highlighting the acoustics of the Great Glass Atrium.

Bass School corporate partners expected to attend include Bruce Stevens, president of Steinway & Sons; John Stoner, president of Conn-Selmer Instruments; and John Couch, vice president for education with Apple Computers.
Remarks will be made by Bishop Robert Hayes, McDaniel, Parker, Bass and Erik Lindbergh, grandson of Col. Charles Lindbergh. 

Over the past 3 ½ years, the hallmark of the Bass Center construction has been attention to detail. The architect is Beck Associates, the project’s general contractor is Manhattan Construction and the acoustics are by Kirkegaard Associates.

 “We still have tweaking to do, but we are holding the celebration on April 1 to include the entire Class of 2006,” Parker said. “Etched in all our memories are the students’ performances at the groundbreaking in 2002, when they were freshmen. To have the Class of 2006 perform and be an integral part of the celebration was part of our decision to cut the ribbon and throw open the doors as the finale to their OCU experience.”

In addition to its 60 practice rooms, the Bass Center has 38 new teaching studios, seven high-tech music labs, six ensemble rehearsal rooms and a black-box theater. Faculty and students will continue using the historic Kirkpatrick Fine Arts Center, home to the music school for more than 75 years, and home to the 1,200-seat Kirkpatrick Auditorium, 488-seat Petree Recital Hall, 260-seat Burg Theater and the intimate Wimberly Lecture Recital Hall for chamber performances.
The Bass School of Music at Oklahoma City University is an all-Steinway School, the nation’s first Conn-Selmer school, a member of the National Alliance for Music Theatre and winner of ASCAP’s national orchestral award for adventurous programming of contemporary music.
For more information visit www.okcu.edu/basscenter.  
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