[image: image1.png]’n‘

OKLAHOMA CITY UNIVERSITY




For immediate release

March 21, 2006
Contact: Christine Dillon
Assistant Director of Communications 

for Editorial Services

(405) 208-5898 or cdillon@okcu.edu 
High-Tech Features, Exacting Acoustics Hallmarks of 

Oklahoma City University’s Bass Music Center

It came together like a symphony.

Inspiration for the soaring architecture of the Bass Music Center flowed from a variety of sources: musicians and acousticians, architects and network designers, craftsmen and visionaries.  

The goal, articulated by Dean Mark Parker, was simple: “to build the world’s finest facility for teaching music.”
Parker worked closely with the architecture firm of Beck Associates to design the building from a musician’s point of view. He conducted tours of leading music schools across the nation, accompanied by chief architect Don Beck, Dr. Wanda L. Bass and Oklahoma City University officials.

“We learned what works and what doesn’t and have composed a building that combines classic lines with forward-thinking technology,” Parker said. “Our emphasis has been to create the best possible environment for students to learn the art of music.”

An attention to detail is reflected in each of the 60 practice rooms built for sound isolation. The building’s acoustics were designed by Kirkegaard Associates. The Chicago-based firm specializes in creating environments for artistic performance. In addition to the Bass Center, recent projects include renovations of London’s Barbican Concert Hall, the Isaac Stern Auditorium at Carnegie Hall and Tanglewood Music Center.

The Bass Center’s practice rooms range in size from 100 square feet to large enough to house two 6-foot Steinway grand pianos. Kirkegaard’s was specific. Each has its own ventilation system and features double-wall construction – a room within a room – as well as eight layers of gypsum board, a 4-inch air buffer and insulation to isolate it from the adjoining room. Three mock-up rooms were constructed, tested and torn apart several times before they passed inspection.

The project’s general contractor is Manhattan Construction, founded in Oklahoma Territory in 1896. Manhattan Construction built the original Oklahoma State Capitol Building in 1907 in Guthrie, the relocated capitol in 1919 in Oklahoma City and the Oklahoma State Capitol Dome in 2002. The firm is teaming with Beck Associates, which also designed the Ronald J. Norick Downtown Library, on the restoration of Oklahoma City’s landmark Colcord Hotel. 

At the Bass Center, attention to detail involved both the building’s physical construction and its capabilities for technology of the 21st century and beyond.

Oklahoma City University announced its partnership with Apple Computer in 2005 with a pilot program in the Bass School. Beginning in August 2006, students and faculty will use Apple Computer's PowerBook line of laptops – widely used in the performing arts, graphic arts and video production industries – as well as iPods and Apple's iSight streaming video camera as part of their coursework. 

“With OCU being an Apple Digital Campus, this marks the first time a music school is working at this level to create new applications of music-learning technology,” Parker said. “We are inventing new ways to think and learn about music and technology that soon the country and, yes, the world will follow.”

Other technological and features at the Bass Center include:

· 17,000 gigabytes (17 terabytes) of storage, which will allow students to archive their musical progress from their freshman year through graduate school, creating a digital portfolio of audio and video of their musical careers.

· High-speed fiber data transmission, which enables each practice room to offer both wired and wireless access with a 1 gigabyte ethernet connection, allowing large amounts of high-intensity audio files to be moved quickly. 

· The recording capabilities of 11 Bass Center venues will be completed by June. “We’ve had inquires from as far away as Europe about the building’s sophisticated recording set up,” said Parker, who plans to make the technology available to professional groups. 

The Wanda L. Bass Music Center at Oklahoma City University will open its doors on April 1. The $38.5 million, 113,000-square-foot addition – more than 10 years in the planning – will more than double the facilities of the Bass School of Music. 

Saturday’s 10 a.m. grand opening ceremonies are free to the public and will feature a ribbon-cutting, the sealing of a time capsule, student-led tours and performances by the 300-member Oklahoma City University Festival Choir and Orchestra, comprised of every music student in the school. For details, visit www.okcu.edu/music/basscenter.
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