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GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE A SUCCESS ON OCTOBER 22
nd

  

Student recruitment for OCU’s Montessori program is always an exciting, on-going initiative.  As part 

of the program’s commitment towards academic excellence, our faculty staff members often attend 

special events and conferences on and off campus to support the growth of Montessori education at 

national (and international) levels.  On Tuesday, October 22nd, the Montessori program participated 

in the first Graduate Open House of 2013-14 at Meinders School of Business at Oklahoma City 

University.  A handful of enthusiastic visitors stopped by the information table.  Some received a 

demonstration of the Binomial Cube and Sound Cylinders which are usually found in the Sensorial 

area of an early childhood classroom.  Every unit of work in the Montessori classroom has a purpose 

and features a number of unique attributes that assist with child developmental skills such as eye-

hand coordination, motor skills, spatial awareness, independence, sequencing and cognitive function.  

For more information, please contact Program Director, Charlotte Wood-Wilson, by phone at 405-

208-5372 or email at cewoodwilson@okcu.edu. 

ALUMNI ARTICLE: TEACHING IS WHAT I LOVE TO DO! 

By Jasmine Zhuo Zhang, M.Ed. ‘13 

I'm Jasmine and I was in the OCU Montessori program in 2012-2013. I 

majored in a different subject but decided to do what I love most - 

teaching. I think choosing what you like to do is the most important 

thing in life. The Montessori program was fun.  At the beginning I had a 

hard time getting used to the classes every day but I loved them and 

they were fun. We learned about how children think, made and 

designed new materials. Then, after our busy summer classes, we went 

to a local Montessori school to do an internship. I can never forget a 

whole year’s worth of real work with children. It helps a lot to relate 

readings from our books. The experiences helped me grow so much. I 

also enjoyed designing and making materials. When I was making 

materials, I imagined how much fun children would have using them. 

This year I finished all my classes and was hired at a school to teach. I 

am now in charge of the practical life and cultural areas. I am so 

thankful for the Montessori program because I think I found the career 

that I want to have my whole life. All of my teachers were kind and 

helpful. They helped me complete my classes and be a successful 

teacher! 

 

 

Above: Jasmine on the front page of The 

Oklahoman on October 19th.  She 

teaches a Chinese class every Sunday at 

Oklahoma City Chinese School and is a 

Montessori Teacher in Guthrie, OK. 

Above: Matching and sorting 

Above: Display table Above: Charlotte Wood-Wilson in conversation 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING ON 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28
th

  

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER! 

 

Above: Fine motor activities  

Above: Learning about fish 

On the right: A variety of activities line the shelves in the 

Practical Life area at St. Mary’s in Guthrie, OK 

mailto:cewoodwilson@okcu.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL SEASON FESTIVITIES... See what our Montessori Interns have been helping with during the months of October and November! 
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Above: Children learned the sequential steps 

for pumpkin washing in Practical Life 
Above: Children practiced numeration while 

learning to write the number of days in a 

month. 

Pictured on the left and right: The hallways were decorated 

with work created by Westminster’s Pre-K children 

Below: Children refined their motor skills by cutting, pasting 

and colouring Halloween-themed shapes. 

WESTMINSTER SCHOOL:  

HALLOWEEN-THEMED UNITS OF WORK 

Photos by Yi Jiang, Intern at Westminster School 

 

MONTESSORI TEACHER EDUCATION OPENS UP A WORLD OF POSSIBILITIES 

By Ankie Yip, Intern at Casady School 

“Free the child’s potential and you will transform him into the world,” (Dr. Montessori, 1870-1952).   One of the 

most amazing aspects of teaching is the ability to transform communities and children’s lives. PAMBE Ghana was 

established as a non-profit organization in 2007 by Alice Azumi Iddi-Gubbels, a graduate of OCU’s M.Ed. 

Montessori program in 2003.  It began as an ambitious project to fund a one-room preschool in 2008 in a village in 

northern Ghana.  Today, the La’Angum Learning Center is one of the most culturally rich, bilingual early childhood 

education centers available in the northern Ghana area with over 150 students enrolled, a zero-percent dropout 

rate, and a curriculum that ranges from preschool to fourth grade based on Montessori philosophy.  La’Angum, 

meaning “teamwork”, serves as a highly positive model for education in Ghana.  Parents, families and community 

members have been helping to build three more classrooms to accommodate an ever-growing population of 

students.  Alongside this initiative stems PAMBE Ghana Global Market, an event open to public that features 

unique, one-of-a-kind, hand-made fair trade items from around the world with proceeds benefiting Alice’s 

education initiatives in northern Ghana.  The market is open until December 21st located at t 6516 N. Olie Ave. in 

OKC. Alice describes her Montessori training experience as the “best approach to helping children learn because 

you (as a teacher) provide all the options.  We do not all learn or like the same things.  It is about what interests 

children.  It is about what adults can give.”  Visit PAMBA Ghana and Global Market at www.pambeghana.org.   

Above: Handmade items featured at the market Above: Students at La’Angum Learning Center Above: A variety of musical instruments 

Above: Alice with Kaberic, 

workshops host/musician 

http://www.pambeghana.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASADY SCHOOL: FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION VISIT ON OCTOBER 7
th

  

By Ankie Yip, Intern at Casady School 

On the morning of October 7th, special guests from The Village fire department stopped by Casady School’s 

Primary Division to speak about fire prevention and how to stay safe during the event of a fire.  Children 

learned about some of the accidents that may cause fires, and were given helpful tips on how to escape from a 

fire safely.  They also learned about the importance of routinely testing smoke detectors in the home. The visit 

concluded with a demonstration of safety gear and a grand tour of a real fire truck parked outside. 

Above: Guest speakers showed various pieces of equipment 

and tools used during their fire rescues.   

Above: Children filled the Primary Division library for a 

demonstration of special fire safety gear. 

Above: Touring the fire engine 

parked outside 

CASADY SCHOOL: TRIP TO TG FARMS PUMPKIN PATCH  

IN NEWCASTLE, OKLAHOMA 

By Hong Fei Yang, Intern at Casady School 

On October 17th, all the pre-K children and teachers went 

to T&G Pumpkin Farm for a special pumpkin patch field 

trip. This was the first and only field trip during the Fall 

season at Casady School, as the next one will be held in 

Spring.  Children were extremely excited even several 

days before the day of the trip.  Parents were invited to 

join us for the day, and children really enjoyed sharing 

time with their families.  At the farm, children and parents 

learned about all the different kinds of pumpkins and 

what they can be used for. They even saw animals, went 

into the hay maze, and helped each other find their way 

out!  The children got the chance to play on the 

playground for a while.  Then, they went into a pumpkin 

field on a tractor and picked out some pumpkins to bring 

home.  Not only parents and children, but also the 

teachers were so happy to have gone on this trip. This is a 

good way for children to communicate with parents, 

teachers and friends.  The trip impressed me very much! Above: Entering TG Farms 

Above: Learning about different pumpkins 

Above: Picking out a pumpkin to 

bring home. 

Above: Climbing high!  
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Above: Visiting the animals Above: Ready for a day of fun Above: Pumpkins on display 



 

 

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 

This publication serves as a platform for current students and alumni to 

communicate ideas, share experiences and stay in touch with colleagues.  

If you have any questions, comments or feedback, please write to us at 

Montessori@okcu.edu.  

 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY 
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PROGRAM INFORMATION:  

Charlotte Wood-Wilson, Director  

Montessori Teacher Education Program, OCU 

2501 N. Blackwelder Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK 73106  

P: 405-208-5372 | E: cewoodwilson@okcu.edu 

 

OCU MONTESSORI PROGRAM DONATES TO  

SAMARITAN’S PURSE: OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

 

VISIT ALICE AT PAMBE GHANA! 

 

 

The Montessori program helped spread 

some cheer for the holidays this year!  

Montessori graduate students and the 

Program Director prepared a special box 

of educational supplies and goodies to 

donate to Operation Christmas Child, an 

annual donation drive run by Samaritan’s 

Purse.  National Collection Week runs 

from November 18th to 24th.   

Samaritan’s Purse is an international organization dedicated towards 

disaster relief, world medical missions, water projects and poverty 

alleviation around the globe.  This year, OCU’s very own student-led 

mission at the Wesley Center has been working on packing and donating 

at least 50 shoeboxes.  Last year was the school’s first year taking part in 

the initiative with a total of 27 boxes donated.  A silent auction was held 

on campus with local businesses and donors getting involved.  This is the 

Montessori program’s first year contributing to the cause, as we 

continue to lend a hand and give back to the community. 

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Montessori Mixer was cancelled due to 

inclement weather on Nov. 22nd but will be 

rescheduled after Thanksgiving.  Watch for 

an email or check PAMBEGhana.org for 

updates. 

Next Materials Class is on Friday, Dec. 6 

from 5-9 p.m. at Walker Center, Rm. 143. 

On the right:  

 

Educational gifts 

including school 

items, books and 

materials for 

Operation 

Christmas Child. 

mailto:Montessori@okcu.edu
mailto:cewoodwilson@okcu.edu

