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Summer Greetings from the OCU 
Choral Directors 

Dr. Randi Von Ellefson, Director of Choral Activities, B206, rvonellefson@okcu.edu  

Prof. Tony Gonzalez “Mr. G”, Associate Director of Choral Activities, B207, tgonzalez@okcu.edu 

We are so pleased to welcome you into one of the fastest growing music schools in the country! This is an 
exciting time at the Bass School and for the choral program that serves as part of your complete music 
education. The Bass School supports four choirs that rehearse Monday through Thursday at the times listed 
below.  

Ad Astra Women’s Chorus—an ensemble of approximately 50 women. Rehearses 3:00 – 3:50 PM, Small 
Rehearsal Hall (Ellefson)  
Chamber Choir—an auditioned mixed ensemble of approximately 25 singers. Rehearses 2:00 – 2:50 PM, 
Small Rehearsal Hall (Ellefson)  
University Chorale—a mixed ensemble of approximately 50 singers. Rehearses 3:00 – 3:50 PM, Medium 
Rehearsal Hall (Gonzalez)  
University Singers—an auditioned mixed ensemble of approximately 45 singers. Rehearses 2:00 – 2:50 
PM, Medium Rehearsal Hall (Gonzalez)  

Meet Your Conductors 
Prof. Tony Gonzalez “Mr. G” 
Tony Gonzalez spent 17 years at Norman North High School before retiring after 35 years of teaching. The 
Norman North choirs established a national reputation for excellence: they appeared at 15 state, regional, and 
national conventions of OMEA, SWACDA, and ACDA. They won 18 festivals in eight different cities from NYC to 
San Diego. His Chorale has been heard on NPR’s nationally-heard program, From the Top. His private students 
won numerous NATS HS competitions. He was honored in 2003 by NAFME in its national magazine, Teaching 
Music, as one of the outstanding music educators in the country. He is the 2005 and 2006 recipient of the 
State and Regional Music Educator of the Year award for the National Federation of High Schools, and in 2007 
he won the national award as the Music Educator of the Year. In 2008 OMEA honored him with the distinction 
of Exemplary Teacher for his life-long work in music education. In 2015 OCDA honored him as the Director of 
Distinction. He is currently Past President of SWACDA. The University Singers were honored as a Collegiate 
Honor group and performed at the OMEA 2018 convention. He is very pleased to be at OCU and looking 
forward to a great year with some of the country's best students.   

Dr. Randi Von Ellefson 
Randi Von Ellefson is Director of Choral Activities and Professor of Music at Oklahoma City University and 
serves as Artistic Director of Canterbury Voices—the 120-voice adult chorus in the city. He began his work in 
Oklahoma City in 2004 after working at the University of Chicago (IL), Whitworth University (WA) and Bethany 
Lutheran College (MN). 

He holds degrees from Texas Lutheran University and the University of Minnesota, and a D.M.A. from Arizona 
State University. He is a founding member of the National Collegiate Choral Organization (NCCO) and currently 
serves as its President. He has also been President of the American Choral Directors Association’s 
Northwestern and Central Divisions.  
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Dr. Ellefson has conducted a wide variety of university choruses as well as the Spokane Symphony Chorale and 
the Elgin Choral Union. He has worked at Lutheran and Presbyterian Churches and currently is the choir 
director at Chapel Hill United Methodist Church in Oklahoma City.  

In 2011, he led an ensemble from Canterbury Voices on a tour in China. In the summer of 2014, he and 
seventy singers from Canterbury joined other choirs for concerts in Paris and at Normandy, commemorating 
the 70th Anniversary of D-Day, and in the summer of 2017 a group of singers participated in Limerick Sings, a 
choral festival in Ireland. 

General Information for The Year 
During the academic year, you will sing in concerts on campus in Petree Recital Hall; the annual Christmas 
Vespers at First Presbyterian Church that involves all choirs, organ and orchestra; and, on occasion, off 
campus, including significant opportunities with the Oklahoma City Philharmonic performing at the Civic 
Center Music Hall in downtown OKC. Please see the detailed choral schedule included in this newsletter. 

Auditions for New (Freshmen and Transfer) Students 
All new, entering singers who are assigned to a vocal studio will be assigned an audition time during 
Orientation Week. If you are a transfer student or a non-vocal major who needs to participate in a choral 
ensemble (guitar majors, piano majors, or others), please stop by the choral offices (B206 and B207) during 
Orientation Week and speak with Prof. Gonzalez or Dr. Ellefson. 

In the audition, the choral directors will ask you to perform short sight-reading examples and vocalizations in 
order to best determine your range and general musical ability. You also should prepare the musical example 
that is posted online or pick up a hard copy of the music outside of B206. 

Most entering freshmen singers will be placed in either Ad Astra Women’s Chorus or the University Chorale. 
However, students with significant musical skills, performing history, and vocal maturity may be considered 
for placement in University Singers—a mixed voice ensemble that is made up of upperclassmen.  

Matriculation Convocation: Calling All Singers!  
The university begins each academic year with a worship service entitled the “Matriculation Convocation.” It is 
a longstanding tradition that freshman and transfer singers (vocal performance, music theater, choral music 
education, and Bachelor of Arts in voice) are the chorus for this service, which celebrates the start of your 
matriculation as an OCU student. All vocal students are required to attend a mandatory rehearsal, for 
Matriculation Convocation, on Tuesday, August 13th, 2019 from 5:00-6:00 PM, in Kirkpatrick Auditorium. 
Attendance will be taken!  

Please meet at 7:30 AM in Kirkpatrick for a final rehearsal on Wednesday, August 14, 2019. The University owns 
blue choir robes that will be distributed at that rehearsal. The 7:30 AM call time also allows you enough time to 
line up and then lead the procession that welcomes all new students to OCU. This is a celebration for you, as 
you start your new life as a college student at OCU. Your families are invited to attend this heartfelt service.  
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CONCERT ATTIRE  
Female singers will need to order a choir dress. Performance dresses for choir are 
available through Stage Accents. The dress is the Bel Aire, catalog #8611 with long 
sleeves. The price is only $59 plus $15 shipping. Reference Account #S73108 when 
ordering to avoid paying a surcharge. The dresses run very true to size. We suggest you 
order your regular dress size. You may access Stage Accents at: 
http://www.stageaccents.com/ or by calling 800.631.1611. It usually takes at least 
four weeks to receive the dresses, so plan accordingly. Black, soft leather soled, 
ballet-type slippers, or leather jazz dance shoes must be worn, with black (not opaque) 
hosiery. No necklaces or bracelets can be worn. Earrings no larger than a nickel in 
diameter are permitted.  

Occasionally, there are a few used concert dresses available from graduates of the Bass 
School. Please check with Mr. G (tgonzalez@okcu.edu) to see if any dresses have been 
turned in and what size(s) may be available.  

Male singers need to have a complete, single-breasted tuxedo. You should also 
purchase a traditional white tux shirt (plain - no ruffles), black bow tie and cummerbund, black soft leather 
soled shoes (or ballet or jazz shoes), and black socks. You may wish to look for a new or used tuxedo in your 
hometown and bring it with you. Otherwise, there are a number of stores in Oklahoma City where you can 
purchase a tuxedo.  

 

We look forward to seeing you soon. Best wishes for an exciting 2019-2020 academic year. Please 
email rvonellefson@okcu.edu or tgonzalez@okcu.edu if you have further questions. 
 

Dr. Randi Von Ellefson, Director of Choral Activities, Chamber Choir and Ad Astra Women’s Chorus 
Conductor  

 
Professor Tony Gonzalez, University Singers and University Chorale Conductor  

 

CHORAL PERFORMANCE CALENDAR—Academic Year 2019-2020 

Monday, August 19   Class begin; Choirs do NOT meet the first day of classes 

 

Tuesday, August 20   Both 2 PM choirs meet together in Medium Rehearsal Hall 

     Both 3 PM choirs meet together in Medium Rehearsal Hall 

 

Wednesday, August 21  All choirs meet in the regularly designated rehearsal rooms 

     and begin regular rehearsals. 
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Monday, September 2  Labor Day—no classes 

 

Saturday, September 28  High School All-State Preparation Day 

     Chamber Choir performance at 1 PM in Petree Recital Hall 

 

Thursday, October 10   Fall Choral Concert—All choirs 

     7:30 PM in Petree Recital Hall 

 

Monday, October 28   MEN from University Chorale rehearse with Canterbury 

     Verdi “Te Deum,” Alexander Mickelthwate, Conductor 

     7 PM, Medium rehearsal hall  

 

Thursday, October 31   Verdi rehearsal at the Civic Center Music Hall (CCMH) 

     7 PM call; 7:30 PM rehearsal begins (Chorale Men) 

 

Friday, November 1   Verdi rehearsal at the CCMH (Chorale Men) 

     Follow schedule from Thursday—This may change slightly 

 

Saturday, November 2  Performance of Verdi “Te Deum” 8 PM 

     Call time TBA 

     Men of U. Chorale; Canterbury Voices & OKC Philharmonic 

 

Week of Christmas Vespers  December 2-7, 2019—All Choirs 

 

Tuesday, December 3   First fully-combined rehearsal 

     7 PM, First Presbyterian Church 
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Thursday, December 5  “Dress” rehearsal 

     7 PM, First Presbyterian Church 

 

Friday, December 6   Performance-8 PM; 7:15 PM Call 

 

Saturday, December 7  Performance-4 PM; 3:30 PM Call  

     Seniors meet at 3:15 PM for photograph 

End of Fall Semester 

 

SPRING SEMESTER-2020 

 

Monday, January 13   First day of classes 

 

Tuesday, January 14   First day of regular rehearsals 

 

Friday, March 6   University Singers—Hold Date 

 

Saturday, March 7   University Singers—Hold Date 

 

Monday, March 23   University Singers and Chamber Choir 

     Combined rehearsal with Canterbury and 

     OCU Orchestra 

     7 PM; Medium rehearsal hall 

     Commission for CV 50th Anniversary by 

     Edward Knight and MJ Alexander 

 

Friday, March 27   Rehearsal at Civic Center Music Hall 

     7 PM; Call 6:30 PM 
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Saturday March 28   Rehearsal at Civic Center Music Hall 

     7 PM; Call 6:30 PM 

 

Sunday, March 29   Performance/Premiere—3 PM; CCMH 

     “Of Perpetual Solace” 

     Call TBA—probably 2:15 PM 

 

Thursday, April 2   Ad Astra and University Chorale Spring Concert 

     7:30 PM-Petree Recital Hall 

 

Weekend of April 4-5   Possible second performance in Tulsa area 

     Specific day will be announced 

 

Saturday, May 9   Chamber Choir sings at Baccalaureate 

     9 AM, Chapel 

 

One last note — as indicated in the combined syllabus, each of the choirs in the Bass School will perform on 
occasion for Chapel Worship on Thursdays at 1 PM. Nothing is to be scheduled against worship. Your director 
will alert you well ahead of time. There are short appearances that come up for choirs during the year. They 
will be announced as soon as the directors learn of the requests that come from the Dean of the Bass School 
of Music.  

 

     

OCU Ticket Office – 405.208.5227 – www.okcu.edu/tickets 


