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Student Engagement 
  

We celebrated National First Generation Day on Friday, 
November 8, 2019, tabling outside of the Cafeteria giving 
away #CelebrateFirstGen buttons and delectable desserts. 
This day is to celebrate and recognize those who are first 
generation in their family to attend college. We offered 
faculty, staff and students a chance to come out for a 
community photo in support.  

 

Director of Student Engagement Dr. Tiffany 
Smith (Cherokee/Muscogee), led two 
presentations during Native American Heritage 
Month, including the Warrior Women film 
screening and two Thanks-Taking presentations 
in the first-year residence halls. Both educated 
students on a Native American perspective of 
history, while Thanks-Taking examined the true 
story behind the origins of the Thanksgiving 
holiday and why many Indigenous folks 

consider it a National Day of Mourning. Students were excited to critically discuss and engage with these 
topics. 
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Residence Life Updates 
Winter Break Information: 
 
¨ Winter Break is from 5:00PM Friday, December 13th to 
Friday, January 10th at 9:00AM. 

¨ Banning, Draper, Methodist, and Walker Halls Close on 
Winter break at 5:00PM on Friday, December 13th. 

¨ Cokesbury Apartments remain open during Winter 
Break. 

¨ Before students leave their rooms for break, they 
must do the following: 

ª Take all trash out 

ª Unplug and defrost personal fridges 

ª Remove perishable foods from space 

ª Make sure to have all windows, and doors closed 

**Banning and Methodist Hall residents only – Turn in your room keys to your Resident Assistant. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Spring Semester Opening Procedures and Guidelines: 

¨ New and Returning students will be allowed to start checking on Friday, 
January 10th starting 9:00AM.  

¨ When arriving back on campus for the spring semester the student must 
check in the front desk of their building and with their floor Resident 
Assistant. 

Spring Semester Meal Plans: 

If your student is needing to change their meal plan for the spring semester they can change it by contacting 
Student Accounts at 405-208-5211 by 5pm, Monday, January 27, 2020. 

Spring Care Packages: 

Care packages are a great way for your student to receive a surprise and sweet treat during different parts of the 
semester, along with a special note from the sender. To take part, packages can be ordered at any time. The 
money that is spent on the care package goes back into the Residence Life program that will impact your 
student. For more information please go to https://www.ocm.com/okc 
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Student Diversity & Inclusion 
 

In honor of World AIDS Day, Oklahoma City 
University and the Oklahoma AIDS Care Fund 
honored lives lost to AIDS through a digital quilt 
project featured on the university’s website at http://
www.okcu.edu/aids_quilt.  Anyone is welcome to 
submit the name (s) of loved ones lost to AIDS or 
create their own panel to be included in the digital 
quilt.   

 

Transgender Day of Remembrance panel on November 20th 
featured (L – R) Russ Tallchief – Director of Student Diversity 
and Inclusion, Rilee Sloan – OCU Political Science/History 
Major, Rep. Jason Dunnington - Oklahoma State House District 
88, Matthew Johnson Salcido – Trans-Policy Intern for Freedom 
Oklahoma, Rev. Lori Walke - Mayflower Congregational United 
Church of Christ, Chloe Roby – Parent/Ally, and Aricles James - 
Chickasaw Writer, Photographer, and Community Advocate. 

 

 

 

American Indian Dance Demonstrations on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019 
in the Student Lounge featured Marty, Lynn, and Tyler Thurman, 
members of the Comanche, Delaware, Sac and Fox, and Navajo 
nations. 

 

 

 

OCU students spoke to visiting high school students 
during the Latino Youth Leadership Conference on 
Friday, October 25, 2019, held at the Meinders School 
of Business. Featured panelists were (left to right) 
Rodney Thompson (Dance sophomore), RJ Walker 
(Criminal Justice junior), Everardo Solis (Business 
Economics & Finance sophomore), Reid Powell 
(Political Science & Philosophy sophomore), and 
Destini Carrington (Psychology senior).  
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Behavior Intervention Team and Parental Notifications 
 

As parents, or guardians, you have practiced eye for your student’s wellbeing. College students exhibit 
behaviors of concern beyond the University community.  
 

The Behavior Intervention Team (BIT) is of a group of staff members who work to help students remove 
barriers to their college success. It is comprised of members from all corners of our OCU community: 
Counseling, Dean of Students’ office, Police Department, Disability Services, Faculty, and Residence Life 
Staff.  
 

When students experience difficulty related to their behavior and/or health, we come together with 
pertinent University staff to formulate a plan to help them thrive at OCU. 
 

The BIT was established with the mandate to identify, assess, and monitor OCU students displaying 
moderate to extreme levels of concerning behavior, including distress, disruption, and/or behavioral 
dysregulation such as homicidal, suicidal, assaultive or self-injurious threats, and to implement timely 
interventions that protect the welfare of the student and the safety of the University Community. 
The primary goal is to intervene before a crisis arises. 

 
Our online notification system is open even to a student’s family and friends.  Other services we work with 
are: 

Tutoring Center  

University Counseling 

Disability and Accommodations Services  

 
For questions regarding Behavior intervention* and the use of our online “Concerning Behavior Referral 
Form”, please contact:  

Lilly Bermudez, Associate Dean of Students, at elbermudez@okcu.edu 

 
*A note regarding the privacy of student records:  

 
“When a student turns 18 years old, or enters a postsecondary institution at any age, the rights under 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) transfer from the parents to the student.”  

 
For more information regarding the privacy of student records, please click here and here. 
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Alumni Engagement 
 

2019's OCU Homecoming was a huge success with more opportunities 
to engage than ever.  The Office of Alumni Engagement worked 
closely with Student Affairs, with the goal of intentionally creating 
events that provided current students the opportunity to network and 
engage with successful OCU alumni.  Please visit the photo galleries to 
see more Homecoming images: Homecoming Tailgate, Homecoming 
Game Photos, Homecoming LipSync, Homecoming Golden Grads, 
Homecoming Stars on the Plaza.  We look forward to seeing you next 
year at a Homecoming 2020 Alumni & Friends event! 

 

 

 

 

OCU Annual Fund 
Who are your OCU heroes? 

The OCU Annual Fund is a powerful source of unrestricted contributions used to address immediate needs and 
scholarship support, allowing OCU to continue to be a place where diverse and dedicated students in every 
degree program can pursue their dreams.  

In support of the Annual Fund, we recently asked our alumni on Facebook to tell us about their OCU heroes—
professors, advisors or even classmates that made the difference during their time here. Who are your student’s 
OCU heroes?  
 
“Dr. Dennis Jowaisas made a difference, in not only my academic career, but also in my professional pursuits. He is more than a 
hero - he is a real life mentor, a dedicated educator that pours his time, talents, and wisdom into his students. I’m grateful for his 
unwavering belief in the possibility of growth. Thank you, Dr. J!!” – Millisa Ellefson ‘96 

“John Starkey, Donna Stokes Dykes, Dyan Shaw, Mary Brewer shaped my life in ways they will never know how.” – Jessie 
Rosson ‘05 

You can learn more at www.okcu.edu/annualfund. 
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Petree College of  Arts & Sciences 
 

On Wednesday, November 20, Janelle Warlick and Lesley Black from Petree College of Arts & Sciences, along 
with Kanika Brown and Monica Storozyszyn from OCU Career Services tabled outside the Cafeteria to advertise 

the variety of minors, double majors, and graduate programs OCU has to offer.  This was a great opportunity 
for us to let students know how they can maximize their educational opportunities and make themselves more 

marketable post-graduation.  

 

 

Petree staff Janelle Warlick (left) and Lesley Black (right) tabling 
outside of the Cafeteria to share major and minor opportunities for 
students. 


