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Oklahoma City 
University’s

GEAR-UP program and the university’s Art Club organized an effort 
to beautify the campus by painting over graffiti on the wall surrounding the construction 
site for the Wanda L. Bass Music Center. Art majors from Professor Bruce Macella’s 
graphic design class supervised the project. Education majors from Professor Linda Hibbs’s class volunteered to help. Students from
Coolidge Elementary School did much of the painting under the supervision of students from John Wesley High School, who participated
as a service-learning project. Three of the school teachers involved with the project were alumni: Lora Hawkins-Carter, ‘01 Bachelor of
Fine Arts in studio art and ’03 Master of Education (now pursuing a Master of Criminal Justice Administration at the university); James
Cobb, ’03 Master of Liberal Arts; and J.L. Dye Jr., ’03 Bachelor of Science in elementary education.  (photographs by Ann Sherman)
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In this issue of Focus Magazine, we look at diversity. We enter our second
century as an institution of higher learning during a time when reaching out
to a broader constituency is considered important, even if there is no clear
guide for how exactly universities should pursue that goal.
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It just gets better and better at Oklahoma City
University. Last fall saw many celebrations on campus. We dedicated an
addition to the Norick Art Center and the Ann Lacy Admissions and Visitor
Center. Our third annual Light the Campus celebration was glorious.

On January 27 we celebrated our first official centennial event, the
dedication of the new Meinders School of Business. Since then, we have
seen: scores of senior high school students on campus for Spotlight Day,
a heart-warming address to a capacity crowd at the Freede center by
Nobel laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the National Women Law
Students’ Association’s national conference hosted on campus with Janet
Reno as the keynote speaker, and an uplifting weekend celebrating the Centennial
Powwow with our Native American alumni and friends. Most recently Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor was the featured centennial speaker at the School of Law
on April 12. The university conferred on O’Connor an honorary Doctor of Laws.

As you will read in the main feature of this issue of Focus Magazine, our student pop-
ulation is growing – and growing more diverse. Thanks to the many ways we are reach-
ing out to the community, the entire OCU family reaps the benefit of the many wonderful
cultural backgrounds and different perspectives our students, employees, and trustees

bring to the table.
Delivery of this issue of Focus coincides

with the next big centennial event: the inaugu-
ral Oklahoma Centennial Book Festival held on
campus. Our centennial commencement exer-
cises in May will have three inspiring speakers.

In June we will officially kick off the $100 million Centennial Campaign for Oklahoma
City University, reporting on our progress so far, new pledges, and the vision for the
next century.

All of this is prelude, of course, to a truly spectacular fall, which will include the
Celebration of the Century in September, the Centennial Regatta on October 2,
Homecoming and Light the Campus in November, and a Christmas extravaganza in
December.

Please plan to visit our campus during our centennial. This year promises to be the
most exciting in the history of Oklahoma City University. I look forward to seeing you.

Sincerely,

Tom J. McDaniel
President

President’s Message

This year promises to be the 
most exciting in the history of
Oklahoma City University.
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News

Students in 
the National
Spotlight
Arts and sciences student
claims prestigious national
scholarship
by Steve Wedel, news services director

This April, Rebecca May, biochem-
istry major from Oklahoma City, became
the university’s second student to
receive the prestigious national Barry M.
Goldwater Scholarship. The award was
won previously by Brent Berger, ’03
Bachelor of Science in biology, of
Fayetteville, Ark.

May is a 2001 graduate of Putnam City

West High School in Oklahoma City. The
scholarship, which honors the late
United States senator from Arizona, cov-
ers the cost of tuition, fees, books, and
room and board up to a maximum of
$7,500. May is one of 310 recipients
selected this year from a field of 1,113
candidates nominated by faculties
nationwide. Recipients are selected on
the basis of academic merit.

“I was very excited,” May said of learn-
ing she had been chosen for the scholar-
ship. She plans to use the award to pay
for tuition and books next academic year.
She said she wants to pursue master
level studies in biochemistry or molecu-
lar biology after she graduates from
Oklahoma City University, and then earn
a doctorate and do research.

The scholarship program encourages
outstanding students to pursue careers
in mathematics, the natural sciences,

and engineering, and is the premier
undergraduate award of its type in these
fields, according to Gerald J. Smith,
spokesman for the Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship and Excellence in Education
Foundation.

Goldwater scholars’ impressive aca-
demic qualifications get the attention of
prestigious post-graduate fellowship pro-
grams. Recent recipients have subse-
quently been awarded numerous distin-
guished fellowships and awards, includ-
ing fifty-six Rhodes Scholarships and
sixty-six Marshall Awards.

University President Tom J. McDaniel
said, “Rebecca plays viola in our orchestra
in addition to being a great biochemistry
student. She exemplifies the well-rounded
but focused students we are proud to have.
This national attention for Rebecca is one
more example of how we are lighting the
world, one Star at a time.”

All photographs this page by Ann Sherman

Students Trade Spaces on Campus for 
National Television Audience

by Robert K. Erwin, director of university relations

In February four sophomores participated in a makeover of each
other’s living spaces at Cokesbury Court Apartments on campus

as part of the TLC television series, Trading Spaces, one of the
nation’s most popular reality shows. The forty-eight hour shoot
was veiled in secrecy due to restrictions set by the show’s produc-
ers, and the experience was educational for the young ladies
involved, who said it certainly taught them a lot about contracts.

On the show, neighbors redesign rooms in each others houses,
assisted by professional interior designers. Allison Barta, eco-
nomics and mathematics major from Mustang, Okla., and
Ashleigh Rowsam, exercise and sports science (physical therapy)
major from Oklahoma City, worked with designer Edward Walker,
and twins Andrea Brack, entertainment business major, and
Ashlea Brack, mass communications and psychology major, both
from Great Bend, Kan., worked with designer Christi Proctor.

“All four of us were proud that they chose us for the show, when
they could easily have just gone to one of the big state colleges.
People say auditioning for the show is very competitive, but they
seemed interested in us right away after our interviews.”

Should anyone who knows our students be at all surprised?

(L-R) Allison Barta, designer Edward Walker, and Ashleigh
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(L-R) Andrea Brack, designer Christi Proctor, and



race color
religion
national  
origin

sex age
handicap
or disability
sexual 
orientation
veteran   

status

In May 2002 the Board of Trustees passed a new nondiscrimination policy
for the university. The first paragraph states: “Oklahoma City University
provides equality of opportunity in higher education for all persons,
including faculty and employees,with respect to hiring,continuation,
promotion,and tenure,applicants for admission,enrolled students,
and graduates,without discrimination or segregation on the ground of
race,color,religion,national origin,sex,age,handicap or disability,
sexual orientation,or veteran status.”

by Robert K. Erwin, director of university relations, with contributions from 
Steve Wedel, news services director

Note: In preparing this article, The Chicago Manual of Style
provided some guidance, but (unsurprisingly) no definitive
list of preferred terms for various groups of people.
Consequently, in general the following terms it indicated are
used throughout this article: African American, Asian,
Caucasian, Latino, and Native American. For direct quotes of
interview subjects, their words were used.

In September 2003 the university’s Diversity Council, chaired by
Rev. H. Leroy Thompson, vice president for university-church

relations, released a study outlining the need for and benefits of
maintaining a diverse population on campus and noting that
both demand “an incorporation of the essence and significance
of the different backgrounds, perspectives, and experiences of
people from all walks of life into the culture of the institution.”

“Through sharing our life stories and the stories of our 
ancestors, we learn how people have been unfairly treated 
or privileged because of race, ethnicity, gender, religion, 
economic class, or sexual orientation.”

– from the Diversity Council’s mission statement

DIVERSITY ON CAMPUS
How is Oklahoma City University pursuing it?



The council set five goals for action. Summarized, they are:
• Increase diversity representation among students, faculty, 

staff, and trustees.
• Improve the campus environment through diversity 

workshops, cross cultural and community activities, ethics 
and service programs, religious and interfaith programs, 
and Student Senate actions.

• Expand curricular and co-curricular offerings 
such as international, gender, and Native 
American studies, and participate in faculty 
exchanges with sister universities.

• Expand outreach efforts through various campus 
and community organizations such as Habitat for 
Humanity and the International Student Association.

• Integrate diversity into marketing and advertising 
to make all publications reflect diversity; publicize 
the school’s attitude toward diversity and seek 
local community allies; and develop multi-lingual 
advertisements.

“We are a United Methodist university, 
but you do not have to be a member of the 
United Methodist Church to come to 
school here,” said Thompson. “We have 
students representing a variety of 
backgrounds. Our main goal is to ensure 
no one is overlooked or treated unfairly 
at Oklahoma City University.”

Of the thirteen trustees added since
2002, eight are female
and four are
from

ethnic minorities (see page 24).
One new board member, Rev. David M. Wilson, ’90

Bachelor of Arts, a member of the Choctaw tribe, is confer-
ence superintendent for the Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference of the United Methodist Church (see Powwow
article – pp. 14-15). “Since I graduated, there’s been such
a big move toward appreciating and understanding diversi-
ty on this campus,” said Wilson. “We’ve got a long way to
go, trust me, in understanding diversity – all campuses
do… I make sure I throw in my experience as a
native person and culture and how it relates to
what I teach. All my life I’ve gotten that
from the Anglo point of view, so now
they get it from another point of
view.”

In 2003 the Latino Community Development Agency hon-
ored Oklahoma City University as its Educational Partner of
the Year. Dr. Richard Hall, vice president for student affairs,
accepted the award from Gov. Brad Henry. “We’re proud to
partner with this agency to help their students come here,
enrich our environment, and help us really become Oklahoma
City’s university,” said Hall.

One of the newest student groups
formed on campus is the Lesbian and
Gay Law Student Association. In
February the group sponsored a well-

attended panel discussion among two professors and two
attorneys on the Lawrence v. Texas United States Supreme
Court decision. The group also participated in a diversity
workshop in conjunction with career services. Law student
Rhonda Rudd, the association’s president, said it meets
bimonthly to discuss issues related to the gay and lesbian
community and to provide support.

So far in 2004, the university’s Black Student
Association was a cosponsor of the campus Martin
Luther King Jr. Day celebration, held a show to mark
Black History Month, and put on a fashion show. The
president of this active organization is Khmisha
Carrethers, a double major in English and theater,

Board
Diversity

Student
Diversity
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Students
perform during
the Black
History show.

David Wilson



from Oklahoma City. She has been active in the organization for
three years, and is pleased that the Clara Luper Scholarship
program is getting a strong response from minority students.
The association offers minority students a forum for self-
expression. “The B.S.A. strives to promote educational success
in a culturally diverse environment,” said Carrethers.
“Personally, I think the number of students who are people of
color should rise to reflect the community.”

We are proud that our students, of all nationalities, came
together in a community expression of mutual support and
peace following the September 11, 2001, attacks, and there
were no racially-motivated incidents on our campus. Each
year our remembrances feature the tree our students planted
to show unity in the face of terrorism. Despite the challenges,
the university’s international student population still repre-
sents sixty-two countries and provides a wonderful cultural
exchange for our domestic students.

Can people of six different faiths really
exist together in a small village without
going to war? Our students had the
chance to find out September 29

through October 4, 2003, when the Peace Village visited cam-
pus, its first display at a non-Episcopal location. The Peace
Village is a traveling interfaith interactive exhibit designed to
teach visitors about six different religious faiths practiced in
the world. The village represents Native American faiths,
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism; all
share belief in a “golden rule” of behavior. High school stu-

dents visited the dis-
play coordinated by
Cathy Klasek, of the
university’s GEAR-
UP program.

Leroy Thompson,
vice president for
university-church
relations, originated
the new Interfaith

Network of students, which hosted the display. “Our students
are in classes with persons from over sixty different coun-
tries,” said Thompson. “This provides a unique opportunity
for valuable religious dialogue.”

In September 2003 the Vivian Wimberly Center for Ethics
and Community Service sponsored a lecture by ordained
dharma teacher Larry Ward, a Christian minister for thirty
years. In October Robert Thurman lectured on campus
about “What Buddhism Teaches Us” as part of the state
regents’ Oklahoma Scholar Leadership Enrichment
Program (OSLEP). In 1962 Thurman became the first
American ordained as a Tibetan Buddhist monk.

Native American tribal members of the Oklahoma City
University family, including alumnus and trustee Rev. David
Wilson and alumna Stephanie Hudson, organized the
Centennial Powwow held in March. (See pp. 14-15.)

Hudson said how a university respects cultural differ-
ences and encourages all students is important. “We
Indians don’t like to speak up,” she said. “I learned how to
speak and get what I wanted by going to this university
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“We have made a real effort to encourage and support diversity in our 
student population on campus. To have the Latino Community Development

Agency honor us for the work we’ve done truly was a gratifying surprise.We plan to

continue our efforts to provide a quality private school education to a broad group of

outstanding students.”

Part of the “Peace Village,” an interfaith exhibit designed to
teach visitors about different religious faiths. Below, Khmisha

Carrethers, president, Black Student Association, and Elena
DeVivanco, president, International STudent Association

Religious
Diversity

P R E S I D E N T  TO M  J . M c D A N I E L

“Our students are in classes 
with persons from over sixty 
different countries...This 
provides a unique opportunity 
for valuable religious dialogue.”



and this law school. When I first got here, I was afraid to
talk to anybody. It was such a big plus for me to come to a
university where people spoke to me and taught me how to
interact with others.”

Jennifer Skates Dawson, ’98 Bachelor of Science in
dance management, is director of dance at Oklahoma
City’s Capitol Hill High School, which has a largely minori-
ty student population. Dawson partnered with fellow dance
alumna, Susan Webb, ’89 Bachelor of Performing Arts in
dance, who has a private dance school, Dance Innovations.
The five-year collaborative effort is known as Dance
Diversity. The School of American Dance and Arts
Management and Dawson’s program partnered to demon-
strate to her students the possibilities American dance
offers. The American Spirit Dance Company presented a
benefit performance at the school on April 8, 2004, raising
over $2,000 for the high school and its programs.
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Adding Disability to the Mix Brenda Johnston,
director of Student Health and Disabilities Services, has
raised the profile of the department. Since she arrived on
campus, Johnston has aggressively pursued accommodation
and service to persons with disabilities. She instigated the
name change to add “disabilities,” worked to make the depart-
ment a clearly identifiable resource, and followed the stan-
dards of the Association of Higher Education and Disabilities
(AHEAD) in program development.

Johnston has met with the schools on campus to explain
how to notify students of available services and how faculty
would be notified of students’ needs. A subcommittee of the
Board of Trustees was formed with Bill Conger, the universi-
ty’s legal counsel, as chair. The committee included a repre-
sentative of the physical plant. An Americans with Disabilities
Act survey of the campus was conducted and more parking
spaces set aside.

Former Miss Black Oklahoma
Honored On October 24, 2003, the
university held a reception in the
Kirkpatrick Fine Arts Center for dance
management junior Moenike Sims,
immediate past Miss Black Oklahoma.

Sims said the experience “really
changed me. It helped me to be an entre-
preneur.” One of Sims’s dreams is to own
her own dance production company. As
Miss Black Oklahoma, Sims already
helped start a summer dance program,

Urban Elite, in her hometown of Tulsa, Okla.

“White and rich”
That is the stereotype of university student and fac-
ulty populations. It is a particularly strong percep-
tion here in the middle of the country, where smaller
populations of ethnic minorities provide stark con-
trasts.Yet, how accurate is this perception in
Oklahoma City University’s case? 

� MYTH #1: OUR STUDENTS ARE RICH.
Wrong
Actually, only a small fraction of students at the 
university fit the “rich”stereotype for private 
institutions. Over 70 percent of our students

receive some form of financial aid.

� MYTH #2: OUR STUDENTS 
ARE ALL CAUCASIAN.
Foreign nations represented on campus – sixty-two
African American enrollment – up 10.7 percent
Asian enrollment – up 3.8 percent
Latino enrollment – up 38.5 percent
Native American – unchanged

� MYTH #3: MINORITY STUDENTS ARE 
ALL HERE ON SCHOLARSHIP.
Balderdash
There is no direct correlation between minority 
status and scholarship awards.The population of 
students at the university is not proportionately 
representative of regional demographics.
In other words – the vast majority of scholarship 
recipients at OCU are Caucasian. As we grow 
toward a student population more reflective of
those demographics, more minority students are 
enrolling and hence also among those eligible 
for scholarships or financial aid.

Dance Diversity students pose with 
Capitol Hill High School students. 

Photo provided by John Bedford

CAUCASIAN, RICH, AND MYTHOLOGICAL
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Mary Elizabeth DeHaas, ’98 Bachelor
of Science, moved with her husband
back to Oklahoma from Nashville,
Tenn., to start Rez Dog Clothing
Company – Native American apparel.
They have published the first Native
American swimsuit calendar.They also
contracted with a cosmetics company
to produce a Native American spa line,
Native Naturals.

Shannon Elliott,’99 Bachelor of Science
in dance management,is performing as a
member of Luna Negra Dance Theater fol-
lowing four years as a dancer in River
North Chicago Dance Company.Luna
Negra Dance Theater is “devoted to the
creation and preservation of contempo-
rary dance work of Latino origin.”

Feminist Liturgy 
Workshop Held

Dr.Marjorie Proctor-Smith,of the
Perkins School of Theology in Dallas,Tex.,
presented a workshop in February to
explore female-produced forms of wor-
ship.“Freeing Worship:The Gifts of
Feminist Liturgy and the Needs of the
Church,”was presented by the universi-
ty’s Owen Wimberly
Center for Continuing
Education.

Faces 2004
Each year the

International Student
Association hosts a
showcase of talent from
a variety of cultures.

School of Law Most Diverse in the State
Oklahoma City University School of Law is the only law school
in Oklahoma included in U.S. News and World Report’s list of
the nation’s most diverse law schools. One-fifth of its fall 2003
entering class was made up of minority students, and 40.8
percent are women. The class minority mix includes African
American (5.2 percent), Asian (4.4 percent), Latino (6 per-
cent), and Native American (4.8 percent).

Among the school’s thirty-three student groups are the
Black Law Students Association, the Hispanic National Bar
Association/Law Student Division, the Lesbian and Gay Law
Student Association, the Multicultural Law Students Alliance,
the National Women Law Students’ Association/OCU Chapter,
and the Native American Law Student Association. 

The School of Law hosted the National Women’s Law
Student Association (NWLSA) national conference in March.
The Black Law Student Association and the NWLSA campus
chapter helped organize the event.

Law Students Help Oklahoma City Schools 
The Black Law Students Association, Hispanic National Bar
Association and the Multicultural Law Students Alliance are
working together to support Rancho Village Elementary
School. The school’s student body has a 45 percent Latino, 29
percent Caucasian, 15 percent African American, and 12 per-
cent Native American population. The law students held a
children’s Halloween party and have tutored at the school.
Student members of the Hispanic National Bar Association
provided translation services at open houses and tutoring at
Sequoyah Elementary School, which has a student minority
population of 51 percent.

Native American Law The School of Law is home to
the Native American Legal Resource Center (N.A.L.R.C.), rec-
ognized as one of the leading Native American law programs
in the nation. The center is dedicated to advancing scholar-
ship in the field of Native American law and improving the
quality of legal representation to Native Americans.

The school and its faculty have long been in the forefront of
developing Native American law programs and in bringing legal
assistance to Native Americans. Centennial Powwow organizing
committee member Stephanie Hudson said Native American stu-
dents tend to gravitate toward law school. Because the
tribes are sovereign nations with legal agreements

The Oklahoma City University chapter of the National Women’s
Law Student Association donated prom dresses to area students.

Faces 2004 
(photographs by
Ashley Griffith)

Facing page: 
Callen Clarke & Nur
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Meinders School of Business
Holds International
Conference

The Meinders School of Business
organized a seven-day international
conference in China this May,
“Globalization: Implications for
Innovations and Reforms in Investment
and Financing Systems in China.”

The conference included tours of
different economic development
zones in Tianjin and Beijing, as well as
trips to the Great Wall of China,
Forbidden City,Temple of Heaven, and
other historic and cultural sites.

Cultural Harmony in Music
The university hosted the fifth annu-

al Celebrate Diversity – Stop the Hate

event in October 2003 at the
Kirkpatrick Fine Arts Center.“We want
to see the walls of division come
down,”said Kyle Dillingham, the uni-
versity’s former musical ambassador to
high schools.“God has worked that
way before. It’s very powerful to see
walls tumbling down through music.”

Dillingham played violin in Callen
Clarke & Nur, a band featuring musi-
cians from Oklahoma, Morocco, and
Israel. Carol Sanders Young, Becky
Tallent, and Warren Palmer led prelude
music. Dr. Robin Meyers, sen-
ior minister of Mayflower
Congregational Church and
professor of communication
studies at the university was
keynote speaker. After the
musical performances, there

was a candlelight processional to
remember victims of hate crimes over
the past year. Celebrate Diversity is the
university’s part of the national Stop
the Hate night.“It is time for people to
stand up to hate violence, to speak out
when people are attacked due to their
race, religion, sexual orientations,
nationality, gender or disability, and
with a united voice, say that ‘Enough is
enough.We will not tolerate hate in our
community!’”said Sharon Taylor Wilson,
2003 Celebrate Diversity chair.

with the United States government, law is a vital area for them.
In May, Dean Lawrence Hellman named Instructor Kelly Stoner

director of the center. Stoner, of Choctaw and Cherokee descent,
joined the law faculty in 2000 to help establish the Apache Tribal
Domestic Violence Project, a collaborative effort between the school
and the Apache Tribe of Oklahoma. The two-part program provides
legal assistance for Native American victims of domestic violence
and trains law students to work with domestic violence victims.

N.A.L.R.C. sponsors training seminars for judges, clerks,
and personnel of tribal courts and other Native American
courts; offers training and technical assistance to tribal gov-
ernment staff and other elected tribal officials; and publishes
Oklahoma Tribal Court Reports and Oklahoma Tribal
Constitutions Annotated.

Stoner and Richard Orona, ’03 Juris Doctor, coach the law
school’s Native American Law Students Association moot
court teams.

Faculty Perspectives on Diversity  “I have
taught superb (and some weak) students of every race and/or
ethnicity over my career, and I believe that the world will be
a better place when none of us automatically associates intel-
lectual strength, weakness, political viewpoint, or anything
else with race.” – Dennis Arrow, professor of law

In preparation for this feature story, all full-time faculty
members at Oklahoma City University were e-mailed a set of
questions about diversity – a nonscientific temperature
check. While not statistically valid, the responses give some
indication of faculty attitudes about issues of diversity on
campus. To read the responses, visit
www.okcu.edu/alumni/focus.asp.

Is Race Academic? The private and public projects to
map the human genetic code have sparked a stormy debate, since
many scientists now insist that at a purely genetic level there is
no basis for the concept of race. Many consider this a wonderful
affirmation of the unity of humanity. DNA research has traced
human descent back to one or several “Eves” with unique genetic
sequences that show up in every human on the planet today.

“According to the latest genetic research, there are seven
major groups, but we are ALL descended from one black
woman who lived in Africa 150,000 years ago,” noted Dr.
Molisa Derk, associate professor and assistant chair of the
computer science department. “Today, being black seems to
mean that we have black ancestry, not that we actually ARE
black (as in Mariah Carey), so, by that definition, we are ALL
black. There goes our diversity, huh? It is a nice thought that
all of those white supremacy people are actually descended
from black people.”

“It is a nice thought that all of those 
white supremacy people are actually 
descended from black people.”

FM

FM
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NORICK EXPANSION DEDICATION

On November 2, 2003, the university dedicated a million dollar expansion to the Norick
Art Center. Of $2 million donated by the Norick family, about $1 million paid for addition
of 6,952 square feet to the building, creating studio and lab space, a computer center and
a climate-controlled art storage vault. The other half of the gift created an endowed
scholarship program to help students who want to study the visual arts at the university.

“This generous gift enhances what we are able to do in the fields of studio art,
graphic design and photography education almost beyond words,” said Dr. Roberta
Olson, dean of the Petree College of Arts and Sciences. “We are so grateful to have
benefactors as generous as the Norick family.”

During the dedication ceremony, the Noricks presented the first scholarship bearing
the family name. 

Events
Dedications

Countdown to the Centennial
Several key events took place in 2003 as the university prepared 
for nearly two years of centennial celebrations marking the hundredth
anniversary of the institution’s first academic year: 1904-05. 
The events of fall 2003 were a great indicator of things to come, 
generating a lot of excitement on campus.

L-R: William F. Shdeed, Pam Shdeed, Vicki

Norick, Ron Norick, Kandy Norick, James

Norick, Madalynne Norick, Dr. Roberta Olson,

Tom J. McDaniel, Brenda McDaniel

James and Madalynne

Norick

Cranes and hard hats have become a familiar sight on campus during preparation for and celebration of our centennial. From November 2
through January 27, the first round of capital improvements was completed: Norick Art Center expansion, mortar renovations to the Clara E. Jones
Administration Building, the Ann Lacy Admissions and Visitor Center, and the Meinders School of Business.

Photos this page by Ann Sherman

L-R: Dr. Roberta Olson, dean ofarts and sciences; Kim Egner, first
Norick Art Scholarship recipient; Dr.
Jack Davis, art department chair

Mary Coffey, vice president for administration and finance, has been
project manager for the multiple construction projects on campus. (pic-
tured here with alumnus Kelly Haney at the Norick Art Center expansion
dedication) Coffey insists contractors save as many existing trees as pos-
sible during campus construction projects. If you ever wondered who was
responsible for keeping our campus looking so beautiful...
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On December 10, 2003, the university dedicated the Ann Lacy Admissions and Visitor Center.

Dr. Ann Lacy with Ron Walters of
Walters Construction, the contractor for
the buildingPhoto by Jerry Hymer

“If you want to know what it’s like to 
be Queen for a day, just ask me.” 

(L-R) Dr. James Alexander, Dr. Ann Lacy, Wanda Gilliam, Mike Gilliam
Alexander, former dean of the Meinders School of

Business, led the invocation. Wanda Gilliam performed
a piano piece to demonstrate the Steinway she and her
husband, Mike, donated for the lobby. The Gilliams are
owners of Gilliam Music in Edmond, Okla.

Photo by Jerry Hymer

President Tom J. McDaniel welcomed

the guests, who packed the lobby of the

new building, and First Lady Brenda

McDaniel picked the winning ticket for a

vacation getaway prize for a member of

the faculty or staff.

Photo by Jerry Hymer
“My mother always warned me to

beware of men who were after my
money without benefit of matrimony.” –
Dr. Ann Lacy

Dr. Ann Lacy and
Neta Wilson, artist,
with the painting
Wilson donated for
the lobby

Dr. Ann Lacy, ’01 hon. Doctor of
Humane Letters, donated the money for
the new building and was closely
involved with decisions concerning its
interior furnishings.

“I am a private person. Now that I’m so visible, I have to
change my behavior because Tom doesn’t want me to scandalize
the university…”  Photo by Jerry Hymer

(L-R) Board Chair William F. Shdeed, 
Dr. Ann Lacy, Pam Shdeed

LACY CENTER DEDICATION
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On January 27, 2004, Oklahoma
City University kicked off its cen-
tennial celebrations with dedica-
tion of the 80,000 square-foot,

high-tech Meinders School of Business.
The entire $18.5 million cost of the build-
ing was donated by Herman and
LaDonna Meinders. Herman Meinders,
’89 honorary Doctor of Commercial
Science, is a university trustee and the
founder of the national flowers-by-wire
company, American Floral Service.
LaDonna Meinders, ’58 Bachelor of
Music, ’86 Master of Business
Administration and ’96 honorary Doctor
of Humane Letters, became Miss
Oklahoma 1956 while attending
Oklahoma City University.
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Events
Dedications

Board of Trustees Chair
William F. Shdeed, ’62
Bachelor of Science in
Business and ’65 Juris
Doctor, opened the ceremony
with welcoming remarks. Students from the Wanda L. Bass School of Music performed a musical tribute to

the Meinders: God Bless America.

The Rev. Dr. Norman Neaves (center), ’63
Bachelor of Arts and ’86 hon. Doctor of Divinity,
senior minister, United Methodist Church of the
Servant in Oklahoma City, gave the invocation.

University President Tom J. McDaniel introduced
the numerous VIPs in the crowd, who included busi-
ness leaders, judicial and governmental officials,
and university alumni, friends, and trustees.

Dr. Bart Ward, dean of the Meinders
School of Business, spoke of the building
as being the realization of a goal set by
the school’s faculty during its strategic
planning process. 

Dr. Thomas Brown, marketing
department chair, thanked the
Meinders on behalf of the faculty.

Lindsay Hathaway, account-
ing major, thanked the
Meinders on behalf of the busi-
ness students.

MEINDERS SCHOOL OF
BUSINESS DEDICATION
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Matt Harney, economics major from
Tulsa, Okla., and president of the
Student Senate, thanked the Meinders
on behalf of the entire student body.

Ashley Bowen, second year law stu-
dent, thanked the Meinders on behalf
of recipients of the scholarship that
bears their name.

University Trustee Mo Grotjohn
acknowledged the architects and vari-
ous construction contractors responsi-
ble for erecting the beautiful structure.

University Trustee Luke Corbett,
chairman and C.E.O. of Kerr-McGee
Corporation, spoke of the tremendous
impact both the construction project
and the graduates of the school have on
the local and state business community.

Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry
spoke of the importance of the
Meinders School of Business to the
local neighborhood, the community,
and the entire state.

Herman and LaDonna Meinders
joined Rev. H. Leroy Thompson, vice
president for university-church rela-
tions, and President McDaniel in pre-
senting the formal statement of dedica-
tion and the blessing of the building.

Herman Meinders, man of the hour, was in high spirits and visibly moved by
the appreciation showered on him and LaDonna during the ceremony. Quipped
Meinders: “I’ll put in a plug for them. Whenever you can, be sure to buy flowers.”

(L-R) Tom J.
McDaniel, Dr. Bart Ward,
LaDonna Meinders,
Luke Corbett, Herman
Meinders, Matt Harney,
Hon. Brad Henry, William
F. Shdeed, Ashley Bowen,
Dr. Thomas Brown,
Lindsay Hathaway, Mo
Grotjohn, Kelley Scott

Vice President for Administration and
Finance Mary Coffey, key coordinator of
campus construction projects, with the
Meinders and Miss Oklahoma 2003 Kelley
Scott, master’s program accounting student

The Meinders with Lt. Governor
Mary Fallin



The Centennial Powwow on March 27
and 28 featured traditional costumes

and dancing, opportunities for non-tribal
attendees to dance, a dinner, a worship
service in the Bishop W. Angie Smith
Chapel, and dedication of a tree planted on
the campus quadrangle by Native
American alumni to honor the university.

The university’s tribal connections date
back to missionary work of the two branch-
es of the Methodist-Episcopal Church.
Choctaw and Chickasaw tribe members are
among our earliest alumni. Others include
Apache, Cherokee,
Cheyenne,
Chickasaw, Choctaw
(Oklahoma and
Mississippi),
Comanche, Creek
(Muscogee), Kiowa,

Navajo, Seminole, and Sioux. This histori-
cal connection with a variety of tribes, cou-
pled with the university’s mission to pro-
duce servant leaders, explains why our stu-
dents and athletics teams bore the name
Chiefs for fifty years. The United Methodist
Church offered a program in the 1950s and
1960s that prepared American Indians to
become pastors. Former bishop W. Angie
Smith and former president Clustor Q.
Smith forged strong ties with tribal leaders
as reflected by many items in the universi-
ty’s collections. In the 1980s the Native
American student organization had several
dozen students and
held social events
throughout the year,
including a powwow
each spring.

“There are lots
of opportunities

here for 

Native American students,” said David
Wilson. “I meet more and more people
who have this connection with OCU.”

Stephanie Hudson agreed. “There are so
many Indians in Oklahoma who, if you just
talk with them long enough, will say, ‘Oh, I
went to OCU for a little while,’ or ‘I graduat-
ed from OCU,’ or “My sister went to OCU.’”

The Centennial Powwow was an oppor-
tunity to re-energize the campus’s Native
American student organization. During the
weekend, a Native American chapter of the
university’s alumni association was for-
mally established. For more information

about membership, contact
Jeanne Short in alumni relations
at (405) 521-5925.

Photographs by Ashley Griffith

Putting the “Wow” in Powwow

FM
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Rev. David Wilson, ’90 Bachelor of Arts in mass communications
An alumnus and trustee of the university, Wilson is superintendent of the Oklahoma

Indian Missionary Conference – eighty-nine native churches in Oklahoma, Kansas, and
Texas. He has been an adjunct faculty member at the Wimberly School of Religion
since 1997. He is pastor of First American United Methodist Church in Norman. Wilson
grew up in the Muskogee area and is a member of the Choctaw tribe.

Stephanie Hudson, ’88 Bachelor of Science in Business and ’93 Juris Doctor
An alumna twice over, Hudson is an adjunct faculty member at the School of Law

and staff attorney for Oklahoma Indian Legal Services. She grew up in Lawton, a
member of the Kiowa tribe.

Michael Jackson, director of institutional research and assessment, is following in
Bud Sahmaunt’s footsteps recruiting and supporting Native American students.
Jackson is a Cherokee.

News Services Director Steve Wedel interviewed Hudson and Wilson 
before the powwow:

“When I was a student, you could feel it from the top on down that Native Americans
were considered very important to OCU,” said Hudson. “Of course, the number one driv-
ing force behind the Native American community on campus was Bud Sahmaunt. I
wouldn’t have come here if he hadn’t visited my high school personally.

“I don’t think I would be the person I am today if I hadn’t been part of the Native
American community here. The way Indians are raised is very centered on your own
family. It’s really scary to come from that insulated background and go to a large
school. At Oklahoma City University you feel like you are part of a family, that you
aren’t just one in thousands.”

This perception is in keeping with national studies that have demonstrated one signif-
icant reason why many Native American students fail in college is a lack of one-on-

one instruction or personal attention. The United States Department of the Interior’s
Indian Nations at Risk Task Force published findings throughout the 1990s.

“I was set on going to OU,” said Wilson. “My pastor’s wife at the time kept
asking, ‘Why don’t you go to OCU?’ If I hadn’t ended up here, my life would be

drastically different. Students from a very low economic background are
scared away by the cost of a private education. I encourage them to come

here anyway, because I know people on campus will help them and make
the experience worth it.”

From left: Michael Jackson, Stephanie Hudson, and Rev. David Wilson
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(Holding microphone) Event co-chair, Randal Zotigh,
Bachelor of Arts ‘01, welcomes alumni to the Powwow.
Zotigh is of the Kiowa, Pawnee and Otoe tribes.
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We’re Just
Getting Started!
In case you had not heard –
Oklahoma City University’s 
centennial celebrations are 
well underway…

On January 27 the university dedicated
the new Meinders School of Business.
The event was beautiful, the building
impressive. (see pp. 12 and 13)

On March 23 a capacity crowd of 4,000
people packed the Henry J. Freede
Wellness and Activity Center to hear an
address by Nobel Laureate Archbishop
Desmond Tutu as part of the universi-
ty’s Distinguished Speakers Series.

On March 27 and 28 the university
hosted the Centennial Powwow, a won-
derful tradition for an institution with
over 400 Native American graduates
since 1958. (see pp. 14 and 15)

On April 12 United States Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor received
an honorary Doctor of Laws from the uni-
versity at a convocation in the Kirkpatrick
Fine Arts Center.

On April 24 the university hosted the inau-
gural Oklahoma Centennial Book
Festival in the Henry J. Freede Wellness
and Activity Center. Look for complete cov-
erage of and pictures from this exciting
event in the fall issue of Focus.

On February 9 the university hosted high
school students and their parents for
Spotlight Day 2004. Launched last year,
this annual event brings students to cam-
pus, gives them a taste of what Oklahoma
City University is about, and encourages
them to apply. This year’s event saw nearly
a 10 percent increase in advance registra-
tions. 242 high school seniors visited cam-
pus for a day of activities that included a
welcome from President McDaniel, oppor-
tunities to sit in on a class and to learn
about scholarships, lunch in the cafeteria,
activities designed to illustrate student life,
and a “Stars Wars” game in which atten-
dees competed with each other for small
scholarships. The event generated fifty-four
new applications for enrollment.

Most people would consider
that line-up an amazing year.
During our centennial 
celebrations, we consider it a
pretty great spring. Look for
more excitement throughout
the year and into 2005 as we
celebrate a century of United
Methodist scholarship and
service. Come see what all
the excitement’s about.

Events

Photograph by Jerry Hymer

Photograph by Ashley Griffith

Photograph by Ann Sherman

FM
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Rebecca Fenton, psychology senior from
Minco, Okla., and Ryan McGee, English composi-
tion major from Oklahoma City, worked together on
the yearbook. While attending an OCU Chats ses-
sion at Wilson House, they suggested to President
McDaniel that the institution needed a nice history
book to mark its centennial. His response sur-
prised them. McDaniel told them he thought it was
a great idea and asked them to get him a proposal
for how they would do that.

The two had to find a publisher (the Oklahoma
Heritage Association) and funding (the Ethics in
Journalism Foundation), before they received the
nod to pursue the centennial book project in
September 2003. There followed about six months
spent researching, combing the university collec-
tions with Archivist Christina Wolf, looking for good
historical photographs, and, of course, lots of writ-
ing and rewriting.

“President McDaniel put a lot of faith in us. To
allow students to take a project like this and run
with it is pretty brave. It’s really an example of the kind of student
empowerment you see on this campus. I think it speaks to the
goals of the university. It certainly has been an incredible learning
experience. I’ve learned far more working on this project than in
any classroom,” said McGee.

“You really have to learn how to communicate effectively if
you’re going to manage a big project like this. It was also a great
opportunity to learn some editing and teaching skills, because we

worked with Brooke Hessler’s freshman composition class; her stu-
dents helped with cutlines for the photographs,” said Fenton.

Fenton received the university on a Presidential Academic
Scholarship and McGee a long list of scholarships (arts and sci-
ences, United Methodist, and university-church relations scholar-
ships, as well as named scholarships: Broneta Evans, Fair-Folmer,
John Wesley Hardt, Glenn and Mary Millard, and Margret E. Petree
Memorial).

News Photograph by Ann Sherman

FM

you 
should be 

in print

The fall issue of Focus, apart from being a bonanza of Celebration of
the Century coverage, will include a feature on alumni, faculty, staff, and
trustees who are published book authors. Rather than enlist a cadre of
spies or surf the Internet incessantly, we ask that you voluntarily inform
us if you are a published author and part of the OCU family. We want to
include you. So, if you have written or contributed to a book-length work,
fiction or nonfiction, please send us:

• Your name
• Your contact information
• Your status (alumni, faculty, staff, trustee)
• Your book’s title and publisher
• If you are an alumna or alumnus, the name of your degree and 

year you graduated

Send information to Steve Wedel, news services director, 2501 North Blackwelder,
Oklahoma City, OK 73106-1493, or (405) 521-5348.

Deadline for inclusion in the article is September 1, 2004.



The Oklahoma City University
Centennial Project

As Oklahoma City University cele-
brates its centennial, there are many
exciting projects underway on cam-
pus. The Oklahoma City University
Centennial Project is a student organi-
zation created to facilitate small proj-
ects around the university. One we
consider very special is the Centennial
Bench Project. It’s an opportunity for
our alumni, students, and friends to
join hands in a united effort to enhance our beautiful campus.

Benches will provide more than seating in the campus’s public spaces;
they will help build our sense of community by adding another element of
consistency across campus and commemorating an important milestone in
the university’s history.

The bench selected by the project is a heavyweight metal bench.
You can purchase a bench to commemorate a student who is graduating, an

alumna or alumnus, or a cherished family member. Each donor will have the
opportunity to indicate the preferred location of their bench on campus. You may
choose to select a site special to you or your family, or near a specific building or
feature on campus. Plots will be at a premium, so it is important that you choose
a home for your bench as soon as possible. More information about available loca-
tions will be mailed to you upon your commitment to purchasing a bench.

By purchasing a bench on the Oklahoma City University campus, you help
to improve the aesthetic experience for our students and visitors, and you
contribute to the important sense of community that will make our second
century a success. Benches are $1,000 each, which will pay for installation
costs (most will need a concrete footing poured), the bench itself, and future
maintenance. Each bench will have a commemorative plaque inscribed with
the university’s centennial logo and an inscription of your own composing.

This is a great opportunity to make your mark on history and show your
support for Oklahoma City University! Detach and fill out the form to the
right, and mail it to us today, or call (405) 521-5377.

ORDER NOW!
Detach this form and mail it with 

your payment to:
Office of Student Life

Attn.: Centennial Project
2501 North Blackwelder
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

I wish to purchase ______ benches to support
the Oklahoma City University Centennial Project.

I wish to donate $______ to support ongoing
efforts of the Oklahoma City University
Centennial Project.

[ ] Check enclosed
[ ] Bill my (circle one) 
VISA MasterCard Discover
Card number: ___________________________
______________________________________
Exp. date ______________________________

Please write below how you want the inscrip-
tion to read (maximum of fifteen words):
______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Events
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11:00 a.m. – Undergraduate
Speaker: Thomas E. Love, founder, chair, and
C.E.O. of Love’s Travel Stops and Country
Stores, Inc.
At its April meeting, the Board of Trustees voted
unanimously to confer on Love an honorary
Doctor of Commercial Sciences.

Presentation of the 2004 Excellence in Teaching
Awards and the 2004 Star Student of the Year Award
Look for the winners in the fall issue of Focus.

3:00 p.m. – Graduate
Speaker: Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Minister of
International Trade and Industry for Malaysia

2004 COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES – Saturday, May 8
Henry J. Freede Wellness and Activity Center
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Trustee Herman Meinders, and his wife LaDonna, are national
chairs for the effort to launch the university into its second century on
a solid financial footing.

A Touch of Star Quality: Jane Jayroe
is the official centennial spokesperson.

Jane Jayroe Gamble, ’69 Bachelor of Music, became
Miss America 1967 while at Oklahoma City University
(see cover feature, summer 2003 issue of Focus). In
February, several successful careers later, Jayroe
has returned to her alma mater to be its national
spokesperson for the university’s centennial.

Jayroe joined the staff to serve as chief
media spokesperson for the ongoing cen-
tennial celebrations. In this capacity she
has already assisted with promotion of the
Oklahoma Centennial Book Festival and has
been assisting institutional advancement
with a video production for the June 16 kick-
off of the $100 Million Campaign for Oklahoma
City University.

After graduating from Oklahoma City University, Jayroe
spent sixteen years as a television news personality in
Oklahoma City and the Dallas/Fort Worth areas, winning sever-

al awards, including being the first woman named Outstanding
News Personality in the Dallas television market. She is the
immediate-past cabinet secretary for the Oklahoma

Department of Tourism and Recreation.
“My life has been so blessed by my connection to
OCU as a student, an alumna, and trustee,” said

Jayroe. “What a privilege to step back into this
community of learning and tell its story to a
national and statewide audience. The real gift to
me, however, is the opportunity to work with
some of the world’s most gifted students.”

OCU President Tom J. McDaniel said, “It is a
real treat for us to welcome back one of our most

distinguished alumni. With her winning personality,
dedication and commitment, she is an excellent

choice as a national spokesperson for our centennial.
We are thrilled to have her on board.”

In addition to centennial spokesperson duties, Jayroe chairs
the university’s public relations and marketing committee, is advis-
er and liaison to the university’s pageant boards, and is a guest
lecturer for mass communications classes.

On June 16 President Tom J. McDaniel will outline the details of the 
$100 Million Campaign for Oklahoma City University, including progress so far.

FM
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At its February 2004 meeting the Oklahoma City University
Alumni Association Board voted unanimously to institute an

alumni dues structure by August 1. The advent of the university’s
centennial spurred this decision due to the obvious need for better
communication with alumni across the nation and abroad.

Funding from membership dues will allow the university to
offer improved Web services for alumni: access to alumni direc-
tories, information on university activities, and on-line regis-
tration for events. The new Web pages will link current stu-
dents with alumni willing to act as mentors or provide career
guidance. Once the new services are in place, the university
will be able to communicate with alumni quicker and less
expensively through bulletin boards, electronic newsletters,
and group e-mail, particularly helpful in connecting with our
6,000 international alumni.

Among membership benefits being considered: free auditing privi-
leges in university classes, legacy scholarships, and discounts for
on-campus athletics and performing arts events. Discounts at
national car rental, hotel, and entertainment corporations for alumni
who live outside the Oklahoma City area are under negotiation.

Annual dues will be $35.00 for single memberships and
$45.00 for couples. A lifetime membership also will be available

and discounted during the centennial. $10.00 of each member-
ship will go to develop alumni chapters affiliated with schools,
colleges, or programs on campus. For example, the Native
American chapter of the alumni association was established
during the Centennial Powwow in March.

The university’s Office of Institutional Advancement has
sponsored creation of an Oklahoma City University Student
Alumni Association as a chapter of the university’s alumni
association, a move the Student Senate unanimously endorsed
in April. The chapter will be affiliated with the national Council
for the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE).
Students are drafting a constitution with a mission “to build a
network of knowledgeable leaders who will help to advance the
interests of Oklahoma City University.” The new chapter will
provide students opportunities to develop leadership, presenta-
tion, and social skills, as well as network with alumni. It will
engage in philanthropy and social activities and will be eligible
to participate in CASE district and national conferences.

More information about the new Oklahoma City University
Alumni Association membership program and the student chapter
will be available in July. If you have questions, please call Jeanne
Short, director of alumni relations at (405) 521-5925. 

Alumni News

Alumni Association

siriqitiui-i)siriqi

You’re Invited to a Joint Birthday Party! 
Oklahoma City University alumni and their families are invited to join 
President and Mrs. Tom J. McDaniel at the Oklahoma City Zoo. 

Refreshments served from 
8:00 – 10:00 a.m., 
Saturday, June 26, 2004 

The university and the zoo are both celebrating their 
hundredth birthdays this year! Special events are happening throughout 

the day for our guests.

Please call (405) 521-5925 to confirm your attendance. There is no charge; however, space is limited and 
reservations must be made by June 18.

Sponsored by the Alumni and Special Events Subcommittee of the Oklahoma City University Centennial Steering Committee

CLIP THIS INVITATION FOR YOUR ENTRANCE TO THE ZOO.

NEW AND IMPROVED 



Members of the Class of 1953
(L-R standing) Hon. Marian P. Opala, Gloria Voorhees Thomas, Irvine

M. Castleman, President McDaniel, Dr. Glen O. Miller, George E.
Higganbotham, John Chiaf (seated) Joy Crockett Foster, Maurine Wyrick,
Sallie Sue Groves, Dorothy L. Cross, Billie Jo Stansberry

Members of the Class of 1978
(L-R seated) Sandra L. Kimerer, Sherri Denise Fream, Michael Decker,

Clara M. Lafferty, Merrilee J. Bost (standing) L. Stephen Sullaway,
William L. Lowry Jr., President McDaniel, Dr. Mark Andrew Alfred, Dr.
Merle B. Pulver

Distinguished Alumni Award recipients for 2003
were Dr. Leona Mitchell, ’71 Bachelor of Music and
’79 hon. Doctor of Music, and Dr. George Randall, ’65
Bachelor of Arts

(L-R) Elmer Bush, Leona Mitchell, Brenda
McDaniel, President McDaniel, Mary Ellen Randall,
George Randall

Below, left: President and Mrs. McDaniel with
2003 Homecoming King, Matt Harney, economics
major from Tulsa, Okla., and Queen, Claire
Copeland, music theater major from Waco, Tex.

November 2003

Homecoming a Rousing 
Success
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The Perfect Gift
Tuition Gift Cards may be purchased in any 

amount and given to any Oklahoma City University 
student to be applied to his or her tuition account 
at the university. Please complete this form and 
mail it to:

Oklahoma City University
Cashier’s Office
2501 North Blackwelder
Oklahoma City, OK  73106

Your name: ________________________________________________________
Amount purchased:____________________   Date: ________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
_____________________________________    Phone: ____________________

Form of payment:   [ ] Check    [ ] Credit Card
(circle one)     VISA    MasterCard    Discover
Card #: ________________________________________ Exp. date: ________
Name as it appears on card: ______________________________________

Tuition Gift Cards can be mailed to you or directly to the student. Please write the 
name and address to which we should mail your card:
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

If you would like to include a message to the student with your card, please include 
a written note with your order form.
Indicate whether you have done so by checking here. [ ]

(For office use only)
Card #: ____________________________________________________________

Transaction completion date: __________________________________________

Alumni News

Be True to 
Your School!

Now your car can sport
Oklahoma City University’s colors
and show everyone how proud
you are of your alma mater.
Check with your local tag
agency. Be sure to ask if they
have the new plate on file from
the Oklahoma Tax Commission.

$

Some Alumni E-mail

Dear friends at Oklahoma City University:

I was an OCU student for three years. I majored
in mathematics, minored in history, and was certified
to teach math at the secondary level. My education
professors saw something in me I didn’t. If it wasn’t
for encouraging words from Dr. Sherry Sexton, I
might have walked away from the teaching profes-
sion after some frustrating experiences during my
student teaching. At the end of the 1993 spring
semester, after finishing my student teaching, I
received the Outstanding Future Secondary Teacher
Award from the education department faculty. I still
display it proudly on my office wall.

Denney Crabaugh and Keith Lytle did more for
my career than anyone else. They helped me get
the baseball scholarship that brought me to the
university, and then to stay another two years by
making me a student assistant coach. If it wasn’t
for them, I would never have been able to attend
OCU or finish my degree. The coaching experi-
ence they gave me made me eligible to apply for a
job at Cochise College in my home state of
Arizona. I still work here as a mathematics
instructor and developmental math coordinator.
It’s hard to believe it has been ten years.

My math and physics professors also played
an important role in my college education.
Professor Trail was someone I could relate to,
Professor Houston was the instructor I always
tried to prove myself to, and Professor Shadfar
motivated me as no other teacher had. Anyone
observing my teaching practices today would see
a lot of Saeed Shadfar’s influence.

Four years ago, I received Cochise College’s
Outstanding Educator Award, voted on by our stu-
dents. It joined the award from OCU on my office
wall. This year, I received the National Institute for
Staff and Organizational Development’s award for
outstanding teachers and administrators at the
community college level; recipients are nominated
by their peers. I started reflecting on where it all
started: Oklahoma City University. I have received
three awards for success in teaching. The first
was from my instructors, the second from my stu-
dents, and the third from my colleagues. It has
been one big, fulfilling circle.

Although I am officially listed in the Alumni
Directory as Richard Allen Hall Jr., I hope everyone
there remembers me as “Bubba.” Dr.
Shadfar probably just remembers me as
that "lousy redneck from Arizona.”

Bubba Hall 
’93 Bachelor of Science
hallr@cochise.edu



CELEBRATION 
CENTURY!

Come help us celebrate the first hundred years of Oklahoma City

OF 
THE

We’ve had a fantastic start to our festivities. Plans 
are underway to make this fall a season to remember.

On August 22 we hope you will come to
our Centennial Matriculation
Convocation as new students are
charged with becoming the servant
leaders of tomorrow.

On September 24 we
will hold our official
Celebration of the
Century event, featuring
Tony Award®-winner
Kristin
Chenoweth, ’93
Master of Music,
currently starring
in Stephen
Schwartz’s new
Broadway show,
Wicked, and dedi-
cation of the new
Centennial Plaza
now under con-
struction – kicking off a week of alumni,
student, academic, and social events.

On October 2 the new varsity rowing
teams will hold a Centennial Regatta
on the river in downtown Oklahoma City,
drawing competitors from all over the
nation. Plenty of fun activities are
planned to make the day a truly festive
occasion. Come cheer on our crews!

On November 5 and 6 our Centennial
Homecoming will be a stellar event, with
five-kilometer and one-mile fun runs, a
Pan-Hellenic open house for Greek alumni,

the annual student lip-sync
contest, a parents’ brunch,
twenty-five and fifty-year
class reunions, and a gala
banquet to announce the
winners of the
Distinguished Alumni
Awards.

On November 21
plan to attend
Light the
Campus 2004

for a spectacular visual feast, plenty of
entertainment, and wonderful ways to
serve the community through donations.
Light the Campus is one of many oppor-
tunities during the holiday season to
visit campus and celebrate the season
during our Eleven Days of
Christmas!

Events



“Merry Campus to All!”

OKLAHOMA CITY UNIVERSITY’S

Eleven Days of Christmas
11/19  Hansel and Gretel (opera)

11/20  Hansel and Gretel (opera)

11/21  Light the Campus 2004 and
Hansel and Gretel (opera)

12/02  Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas
(theater)

12/03  Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas
(theater)

12/04  Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas
(theater) 

12/05  Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas
(theater)

12/09  Home for the Holidays (dance)

12/10  Home for the Holidays (dance)

12/11  Home for the Holidays (dance)

12/12  Home for the Holidays (dance)

21

4
3

6
5

7
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Dr. Dilin Liu
2003 Outstanding 
Faculty Award

Department chair, TESOL (Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages)
Member, Petree College of 
Arts and Sciences Speakers Bureau
Member, editorial board, 
English Teaching Journal
Former chair, Applied Interest Section, 
International TESOL Association
Former president, Oklahoma TESOL
Joined Oklahoma City University 
faculty – 1991

Ralph Jones
2003 Exellence in Teaching 
Award for Adjunct Faculty

Adjunct professor, biology department

Joined Oklahoma City University 
faculty – 1993

“The lives of countless students have been enriched and 
empowered through the instruction and accessibility of Dilin Liu.
He has put our TESOL program on the national map, and every
student he works with builds cross-cultural ties. His work for the
university touches many lives.”

– Dr. Bernie Patterson, provost and vice president for academic affairs

Liu scores high on student evaluations – many call him “the best teacher” they
ever had. He created an entirely new approach (“multiple-site practicum”) to

teaching the TESOL Practicum course, resulting in a write-up by the national
TESOL Journal in 2000. In March 2003 he presented an article at the American
Association for Applied Linguistics conference in Washington, D.C. In the past five
years, he has published multiple articles – his most recent in the winter TESOL
Quarterly – and two books, Metaphor, Culture, and Worldview, which he wrote,
and Grammar Teaching in Teacher Education, which he edited. He has served on
numerous university committees and as a university marshal at various functions.
He also has served as faculty advisor for student organizations, including the
Korean Students Association and the TESOL Club.

“Ralph inspires his students and expects them to think 
critically. One student complained to me that his head hurt 
from having to think too much in the capstone course, but when
he went to graduate school, he called to tell me how much that
course helped him.”

– Dr. Susan Barber, assistant vice president for academic affairs

Jones holds a Master of Science in microbiology from the University of Oklahoma.
His enthusiasm for teaching is described as “infectious.” He started teaching

Evolution of Science and Technology and a non-majors laboratory course.
Subsequently, he developed one of the capstone courses for science majors.

Featured Faculty Member
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by Chris Doyle, sports information officer

Basketball Teams Compete Nationally

The Stars women’s basketball team finished the 2003-04 sea-
son with a 38-2 tally, collecting the most wins in a season by a
Stars squad and breaking over a dozen school records. For the
second year, the team was N.A.I.A. runner-up, appearing in its
sixth-consecutive national championship. The Stars had a
twenty-four-game winning streak.

The team won the Sooner Athletic Conference (S.A.C.) tour-
nament title, started the year by scoring over 100 points in
each of its first six games, and reached the century mark in
eleven of the season’s contests.

Head Coach Janell Jones improved her coaching record to
143-7 in four seasons. She has never collected more than two
losses in a season and has always reached the thirty-win mark.

This year’s squad featured six seniors: Detra Ashley (crimi-
nal justice major from Bossier City, La.), LaStar Brown (crim-
inal justice major from San Francisco, Calif.), Sarah
Kincannon (elementary and childhood education major from
Midwest City, Okla.), Emily Nash (business major from Dallas,
Tex.), Lu Silva (Spanish major from Toledo, Brazil), and
Kesha Watson (criminal justice major from Oklahoma City).

Watson, who ended her Stars career as the all-time leading
scorer (recording 2,658 points over four years), was also S.A.C.
Player of the Year and the Women’s Basketball Coaches
Association Player of the Year. Also, for the second consecutive
year, she was named both N.A.I.A. Player of the Year and First-
Team Kodak All-American.

The men’s basketball team finished the year with a 20-12
record and advanced to the quarterfinals of the N.A.I.A.
National Tournament. This was Head Coach Win Case’s ninth
season of reaching the twenty-win mark; in his twelve years at
Oklahoma City University, Case has never finished a year with
fewer than eighteen victories.

The team won seven of its final nine games, and set a 13-
2 home record at the Abe Lemons Arena. The squad fea-
tured five seniors playing their final Stars season: Geno
Chambers (criminal justice major from Oklahoma City),
Jamaal Haymon (criminal justice major from Dyersburg,
Tenn.), Emigijus Lukosius (marketing major from
Kretinga, Lithuania), Jay Spurlock (marketing major from
Cleveland, Okla.), and Eric Tatum (criminal justice major
from Dallas, Tex.).

Tatum led the team in scoring with an average of 22.3 points
per game. He was named S.A.C. Newcomer of the Year, and
made the N.A.I.A. All-America Second Team and N.A.I.A. All-
Tournament Team.

Doyle Parrack Honored

Doyle Parrack, former men’s basketball coach, athletics
director, and founder of the university’s men’s basketball pro-
gram, was honored last fall in the Leichter Reunion Room at
the Henry J. Freede Wellness and Activity Center. Over forty of
his former players, as well as friends, family members, and
loyal athletics boosters attended.

“Doyle Parrack is a patriarch of OCU Basketball,” said Jim
Abbott, athletics director. “This is a special time. We are proud
to be able to honor his success, achievements, and influence
on his former players. We appreciate Coach Parrack’s innova-
tion and guidance, which is a foundation of our success, not
only in basketball but our whole athletics program.”

Parrack, now eighty-one years old, led the university’s men’s
basketball team to a 19-12 record in its inaugural season in
1947-48. He coached the squad for eight years, with a 137-81
record, seven postseason tournament appearances, and four-
consecutive invitations to the N.C.A.A. tournament.

The city and the state both designated September 27, 2003,
as Doyle Parrack Day.

University Teams Ranked High
This academic year, Stars athletics teams enjoyed national

respect across the board:
The women’s hoops ranked number one in the final N.A.I.A.

national poll of the season with a 31-1 regular season record.
Both the men’s and women’s golf teams ranked atop their

respective N.A.I.A. preseason polls. The men’s team won its
third national title in 2003, and the women were the national
runner-up.

The baseball team started the season ranked number two
nationally. The softball team was third in the preseason top
twenty-five.

Athletics Director Jim Abbott and Doyle Parrack with the plaque honoring
Parrack now on permanent display in the Freede center

Athletics Update
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Crabaugh and Lytle 
Collect 700th Win 

Stars Head Baseball Coach Denney
Crabaugh and Assistant Coach Keith Lytle
have coached the together at Oklahoma
City University for sixteen years. On
Saturday, February 21, 2004, when the
Stars defeated Dana (Neb.), 5-1, the victo-
ry marked a monumental 700th win with
Crabaugh and Lytle at the helm. On March
13, the Stars defeated Houston Baptist, 3-

2, in ten innings and improved their record
to 26-3 for the year. The extra-inning win
improved Crabaugh’s head coaching
record to 705-253 in sixteen seasons.

C. R. Sutton Baseball 
Complex Gets Facelift

Before the start of the 2004 season, the
C. R. Sutton Baseball Complex was reno-
vated to expand both dugouts, install a
new backstop, and put a brick base

around both. New fencing was added
down the left and right field lines, match-
ing that in the outfield, and a berm in foul
territory along right field was removed.

Measuring Success
by Brandon Buckner, public relations major from Edmond, Okla.

Stars Baseball Coach Denney Crabaugh sets his expectations high
these days. On the diamond the team won S.A.C. regular season and
tournament championships and finished second in the N.A.I.A.
national tournament in both 2002 and 2003, and off the diamond
reigned as N.A.I.A. academic champions with a 3.37 team grade point
average. The team has also set a school record of sixty-two wins, and
fielded six All-American Scholars and five major league draft-picks.

Crabaugh believes academics and athletics go hand in hand.
“Players who don’t consider academics a priority will soon have
athletics taken away from them,” he said. “I make it very clear that
academics are important to me, and must be important to them.”
Crabaugh believes the ultimate goal for his players should be to
graduate. “That degree will be something they have their whole
lives,” he said. “Baseball will not.”

The bar for the Stars is set at an all-time high. The team fell one
game short of an N.A.I.A. national title last summer after a 62-9-1
season. They held a 5-1 lead in the first inning of the champi-
onship game, but Lewis and Clarke State eventually took the title.
That final game has been this year’s focus for the number two
squad, which has had “Win the last game!” drilled into them.

“It is our motto this year,” Crabaugh said.
“It was tough to fall short last year. To go to

the N.A.I.A. tournament and finish one

game short for the second year in a row wasn’t easy to stomach.”
The 2004 team is poised mentally and physically to take on this chal-

lenge. “We have a good nucleus of guys back,” Crabaugh said. “We
have more team speed and better quality of depth in the pitching staff.”

The team will be without last year’s senior leaders or early draft
signatories. The Cincinnati Reds picked up pitcher Blake
Hendley, an information technology major, and outfielder Ben
Himes, a management major. Catcher Matt Houston, a manage-
ment major, signed with the Baltimore Orioles, and infielder
Brandon Kaye, a criminal justice major, joined the San Diego
Padres. They are replaced by All-Americans Ted Ledbetter (senior
psychology major from Oklahoma City), David Marlett (senior
finance major from Walters, Okla.), and E.J. Shanks (criminal jus-
tice major from Las Vegas, Nev.), as well as catcher Tony
Sanguinetti (criminal justice major from San Jose, Calif.) and
pitcher Joey McLaughlin (history major from Sapulpa, Okla.).

Crabaugh said Ledbetter, Marlett, and Sanguinetti are the “big-three”
in the middle of the lineup, and expects run production from them. He
is also counting on Shanks and
McLaughlin to be a “one-two
punch” in the pitching rotation. “I
think the team will be solid this
year,” Crabaugh said. “Even
though we lost some significant
players, they have good replace-
ments. This team doesn’t have the
power it had last year, but overall
there will be fewer strikeouts.”

Crabaugh values the off-field successes of his team the most. “I
feel really good when teachers come up and say my guys are good cit-
izens,” he said. “They go to class, do their work, make good grades,
and have good character. When my teams graduate, they will be a
good reflection of this university and this baseball program.”

A view from the J.R. Homsey Press Box
featuring renovations at C.R. Sutton

Above: The 2003 Stars baseball team’s six N.A.I.A. All-American
Scholar Athletes: (pictured, L-R) Mark McCormick, Dave Marlett,
Ted Ledbetter, Blake Hendley, Scott Balster, and (not pictured)
Jamie Tapp.

FM
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Pioneer family
sank deep roots
at Oklahoma
City University
by Steve Wedel, news services director

Chester Smith McCreight came to
Oklahoma in 1894 and, in 1907, took a

job as registrar for a new Methodist
Episcopal college called Epworth
University. Little could he have known the
lasting value of his work at the university.
Chester worked for the university until
1914 and served as a trustee for twenty-
eight years from 1924 to 1952. Meanwhile
his son, William George McCreight, attend-
ed Oklahoma City University.

William attended for two years before
transferring to the University of Southern
California, where he earned a Bachelor of
Science in 1930. His Oklahoma roots were
deep, however, and William was soon back
at Oklahoma City University pursuing pre-
medicine studies. He earned a Bachelor of
Arts from the university in 1936, and then
earned his M.D. at the University of
Oklahoma’s school of medicine.

The year he became a doctor, 1940, held
another milestone. William married Jane
Marsh that summer with Dr. A.G.
Williamson, then president of Oklahoma
City University, officiating. “He was a close
personal friend,” Jane McCreight, now in
her eighties, said recently.

Two years later, as the United States
was embroiled in World War II, William
became a medical officer in the Army Air
Corp. In 1972, he joined the university’s
Board of Trustees and was a trustee emeri-
tus until his death in February 2000.

William didn’t limit his support to his duties
as a trustee. Besides teaching some science
courses, he also served as president of the
Oklahoma City University Alumni Association

and the university’s Parents Association.
“He just loved OCU,” said McCreight of

her late husband. She has special memo-
ries of her him as a teacher. “I took biology
from him at OCU,” she said, chuckling at
the memory.

Because of their love for Oklahoma City
University, William and Jane established a
trust that will eventually be used for an
endowed chair. The president and the board
chair will have some leniency in how the
money is used since it isn’t specified for any
particular academic unit, but McCreight does
have a preference. “I think it ought to be set
up for something in the sciences,” she said.
“Not anything with the world ‘liberal’ in it.”

McCreight said it’s important for people to
have their affairs in order and to know what
will become of their assets when they die. 

She knows that memories fade. “People
will wonder, ‘Just who were the McCreights

and why did they leave their estate?’” she
said. The answer goes back to their love of
the university, a love William and Jane
passed on to their own children.

Their daughter, Marsha, once worked
for the university as an admissions coun-
selor and earned a master’s degree in
teaching in 1978. She is now married and
lives in Colorado.

William George McCreight Jr. followed
his father’s footsteps, studying pre-med at
Oklahoma City University, earning his
bachelor’s degree in 1969, and getting his
M.D. at OU. He now works as an emer-
gency room physician at Oklahoma Heart
Hospital, the cardiac wing of Mercy Health
Center in Oklahoma City.

William Jr. is pleased with his parents’
decision, considering it simply an extension
of their wish to help other people. “They did-
n’t do this for themselves,” he said. “OCU
represents the good things they want to see
promoted. This university has been part of
our family forever. It promotes the values my
parents instilled in me and that their parents
instilled in them. This will help keep those
Oklahoma values for future generations.”

If you would like to learn more about
making an estate gift and about the tax
advantages of deferred giving to
Oklahoma City University through your
estate plan, please contact Jeanne
Short, director of alumni relations and
planned giving, at (405) 521-5925.

“They didn’t do this 
for themselves … 

OCU represents the
good things they want 
to see promoted. This

university has been part
of our family forever.”

William George McCreight Jr.

Features
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Alumni are listed alphabetically under the decade of
their graduation.

All update information on School of Law alumni can be found
at www.okcu.edu/law/ and in the school’s semiannual maga-
zine, OCULAW. Contact Michael Sohn, the school’s director of
development and external relations, at (800) 230-3012. For
more updates on alumni of the School of American Dance and
Arts Management, visit www.okcu.edu/dance_amgt/. For more
updates on alumni of the Wanda L. Bass School of Music, visit
www.okcu.edu/music/.

2000s
Stormy Adkisson, ’02 B.P.A. in dance, formerly
in Spirit of the Dance, rejoined the cast when it
returned to Branson, Mo.

Kristina D. Awbrey, ’03 B.A., communications 
assistant for the Oklahoma Bankers Association, 
assists with advertising and public relations.

Rita Banks, ’02 B.S.B., completed her degree
four months after her ten-year high school
reunion. She credits the basketball scholarship
that let her return to the university in fall 2001.
Her ten-year-old daughter, “happens to be the
biggest fan of OCU, loves basketball, soccer,
music of all kinds, plays the violin, and dances.”
[Sounds like a future Star to us.]

Wanda Bass, ’02 hon. D.H.L., received a 2004 
Byliners Award from the Oklahoma City chapter
of the Association of Women in Communications.

Michelle Berg, ’03 B.S. in dance management, 
stage manages Howl-O-Scream at Busch
Gardens in Tampa, Fla., rated by Haunted
Attractions Magazine as “America’s number one
haunted theme park attraction.” Berg received

the School of American Dance and Arts
Management’s Outstanding Graduating Senior in
Dance Management Award.

Brent Berger, ’03 B.S. in biology, is pursuing a 
master’s degree in botany at OU.

Lindsy Bernard, ’02 B.S. in biology, is in the 
Doctor of Physical Therapy program at Des
Moines University.

Shane Boerboon, ’03 B.P.A. in dance perform-
ance, performs in the resort district of Saipan for
Sand Castle Entertainment.

David W. Clark Jr., ’03 M.S.A., was promoted in 
July 2003 from controller to chief financial officer 
and vice president of finance for Detroit-based
print company, Northstar Imaging Solutions.

Brian Cox, ’03 B.S. in biology, is a research 
technician at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in the Pediatric
Endocrinology Laboratory.

Dana Fisch, ’02 B.S. in dance management, is 
studio manager, program administrator, and com-
pany manager for Battery Dance Company in New
York City. She also performs with Push Factor, a
jazz dance company. She managed the DanzJam
dance convention, and was festival coordinator for
the Downtown Dance Festival at Battery Park.

Lyndy Franklin, ’02 B.P.A. in dance, was in the 
2003 Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular
in New York City and the national tour of Fosse!

Amelia Frates, ’00 B.P.A. in dance, worked on 
the creative staff for the pre-Broadway trials of
The Boy from Oz before joining the European
tour of West Side Story as Anybodys.

Shanna Hampton, ’00 B.S. in biology, is in the 
D.O. program at Nova Southeastern University in
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Nicole Jones, ’02 B.P.A. in dance, teaches dance 
near San Francisco, Calif. She had been a per-
former for Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines.

Stephen Jordan, ’03 B.S. in biophysics, is in the 
M.D./Ph.D. program at the University of Alabama.

Jennifer Loyche, ’02 B.P.A. in dance, toured 
nationally with Spirit of the Dance.
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Through the Years

From an e-mail to Dr. Susan Barber, assistant 
vice president for academic affairs:

I am writing to tell you and the rest of the biology department at Oklahoma City
University thank you… Pharmacy school is tough. I can’t believe I ever complained
about the academics at OCU…

Anyway, I want the entire faculty to know pharmacy school would have been impos-
sible if it weren’t for all the attention, care, motivation, and knowledge they gave me
during my undergraduate degree… No one [here] cares if you understood the lecture
or if you even have the background knowledge to understand them. Most lecturers
don’t have time for a one-on-one chat with you, and don’t know your name. I remem-
ber the tough times I had during my bachelor’s and how faculty members would even
call me at home to make sure I wasn’t going to give up. None of that here.

Most importantly, I thank you all for the background skills you’ve given me. I’ve had
to hit the ground running here but I’m so thankful I’m not playing catch-up. I used to
complain that OCU was the hardest undergraduate institution in the state. I used to
envy other people I knew who went to [state universities] because they didn’t have to
learn all the structures of the substrates and the names of the enzymes in glycolysis
and Krebs cycle. Now I thank the Lord that the faculty pushed me. I’ve talked to a lot
of students who are clueless when they leave the lectures. I actually had a classmate
ask me if DNA was made of RNA! I explained it to her, and immediately felt grateful to
all of you. I don’t think I could have been better prepared. It’s a lot of work (three to
five hours of study a night) but even though people are failing out (yes, in the first
semester), and others have already given up, I just can’t. I know I got a good educa-
tion. I know I have the skills to succeed. And, just as importantly, I know that all the
faculty, especially you, Dr. Barber, believed that I could do it before I ever left OCU.

I had to write you and let you know how much I appreciate the motivation you
have given me…

THANK YOU FROM MY HEART,
Prestina Thompson, ‘03 Bachelor of Science

Compiled by Ty Weaver, advertising major, and 
Melisa Hampton, annual giving and alumni officer



Roger Mashore, ’03 B.B.A., is president and
C.O.O. of Midwest Trophy Manufacturing Co. Inc.,
which has produced twenty Super Bowl rings and
custom awards for many major corporations.

Marta Meskovska, ’02 B.S. in biology, is in the
D.D.S. program at the OU Health Sciences Center.

Sean Morrison, ’03 B.M., was named choral
director at his alma mater, Woodrow Wilson High
School, in Dallas, Tex., in May 2003.

Kyle Murphy, ’02 B.S. in biology, started law
school at Oklahoma City University.

Robert Powell, ’01 M.L.A., has started a Great
Films series at his community center in Searcy,
Ark. He was inspired by Dr. Harbour Winn, direc-
tor of the Center for Interpersonal Studies
through Film and Literature, which presents two
annual film series. Powell is working on his sec-
ond screenplay.

Mandie Adler Renner, ’01 B.S. in biology, is in
the clinical nurse specialist master program at
the OU Health Sciences Center.

Joseph Salazar, ’02 B.A. in mass communica-
tions, has moved to Dallas, Tex., and works for 
the advertising firm, Moroch Leo Burnett USA. 
He works on the account service side of the 
McDonald’s Coop Business for the agency and 
represents the Dallas/Ft. Worth and N. M. coops.
* In a previous issue of Focus Magazine, Salazar was listed incorrectly in Through 
the Years as working for a television station in Oklahoma City.We regret the error.

Bill Shiflett, ’03 M.M., is state worship special-
ist for the Missouri Baptist Convention.

Collette Simmons, ’02 B.P.A. in dance, joined
the European tour of Grease’s ensemble and
understudies the role of Frenchie.

Jamie Tapp, ’03 B.S. in biology, is in the Doctor 
of Pharmacy program at Southwestern OSU.

Cris Thompson, ’02 B.S. in biology, is in the D.O.
program at OSU. 

Prestina Thompson, ’03 B.S. in biology, is in the
Doctor of Pharmacy program at the OU 
Health Sciences Center.

Kelly Ann Vitacca, ’01 B.P.A.in dance, is
founder and artistic director of the dance com-
pany, InAside Chicago Dance.

Shelly Harwell Whisenhunt, ’00 B.P.A.in dance,
has joined the cast of Broadway, a show in
Branson, Mo.

Melissa Zaremba, ’01 B.P.A.in dance, joined the
national tour of 42nd Street and was offered the
role of Lorraine.

Robert Zenner, ’03 B.S. in biology, is in the Doctor
of Pharmacy program at Southwestern OSU.

1990s
Bill Alexander, ’93 B.S., has worked for the
State of Oklahoma Department of Corrections
Probation and Parole Division since 1997. He
also manages an amusement park in Bartlesville,
Okla., where he has lived since 1993. He and his
wife of ten years have two sons, age nine and six.

Mark A. Blakeman, ’96 M.B.A., has worked for
the Nashville Symphony in Nashville, Tenn.,
since 1999 and is now general manager.

Nita Borchardt, ’99 B.P.A.in dance, performed
again this past holiday season as a Radio City
Music Hall Rockette® in Phoenix, Ariz., and
Seattle, Wash.

Julane Borth, ’96 B.S., founded EWF International
in 1999, a consulting company that organizes small
forums for women business owners and executives.

Lisa Davis, ’98 B.S. in dance management,
joined the cast of Broadway in Branson, Mo.

Scott Ellis, ’92 B.M. in music business and
Bachelor of Arts, is general manager of the Post
Street & Marines Memorial Theaters in San
Francisco, Calif. He spent six years on the road
and four in New York managing Broadway musi-
cals, including Rent, Grease, and the production
of Damn Yankees starring Jerry Lewis. His e-mail
address is SEllis@450PostStreet.com. “Every now
and then, theater life lets me come home to
Oklahoma for the holidays. I usually stop by to say
hello to Mark Parker and other professors and get
the scoop on what has happened to whom.”

Hidayat Hassan, ’93 M.B.A., is married with
three children. The eldest, Rizky, is in the eighth
grade and preparing to apply to Phillips Academy
in Andover, Mass. He and his brother, Ade, will go
to boarding school in the United States or the
United Kingdom.

Chera Dezarea Kee, ’99 B.A. in mass communi-
cations and Asian studies, graduated in 2003

from Harvard University with a master’s degree
in regional studies from the East Asia (RSEA)
program. He was selected as one of six com-
mencement marshals representing the Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences. He received a
Hanson Award for service to the graduate com-
munity at Harvard and the 2003 Joseph Fletcher
Award for Excellence for his master’s thesis.

Dong-Hyeok Kim, ’93 B.A., is looking for his
Oklahoma City University friends: “Bingo” from
Uganda and Naonori (Rick) from Japan. His e-
mail address is donghyeok.kim@kbizglobal.co.kr.

Vince Leseney, ’94 M.M., performed in July 2003 
at the dedication celebration of the Robert J. Dole
Institute of Politics at the University of Kansas.

Brian Marcum, ’94 B.P.A.in dance, has been in
four Broadway shows: 42nd Street, Saturday
Night Fever, Fascinatin’ Rhythm, and The Boy
from Oz with Hugh Jackman.

Derek S. Martin, ’98 M.B.A., was promoted to
senior vice president, Consumer Banking Division,
at Bank of Oklahoma, N.A.  Martin also serves on
the board of the Tulsa Children’s Coalition.

Heath Melrose, ’98 B.A. in elementary education,
received an M.S. in applied behavioral studies
(special education) from OSU in December 2002.
He is a special education teacher at Cleveland
Bailey Elementary in Midwest City, Okla.

William G. Paul, ’99 hon. Doctor of Civic Law,
has been inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame. He is the former managing partner of
Crowe & Dunlevy and past president of the
American Bar Association. 

CWO 4 Ronald Petty, ’95 B.S., was promoted to
supervisor, Employee Development and Benefits
Branch, Human Resources Office, for the
Oklahoma Army and Air National Guard. His
sons have distinguished themselves in the mili-
tary. Eric,with the First Armor Division in Iraq,
received full credit for the capture of the former
interior minister of Iraq, a.k.a. “the seven of
spades.” Kyle served five years in the United
States Army as a cavalry scout and is now in the
Kentucky Air National Guard. 

Amy Shafer Rose, ’97 B.P.A. in dance, is artistic
director for a school-age dance company and
director of a nonprofit dance studio in Decatur,
Mich. “I’m thankful for my education and it’s help-
ing me to live my bliss everyday!” Rose’s sister, for-
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mer dance performance student Pam Shafer
Polomcak, assists with her administrative work.

Rana A. Saleh, ‘90 B.S.B., has had a baby girl, 
Layal, and is an information technology business 
planning and development analyst in Kuwait.

Mark Sells, ’95 B.S.B., film critic for The Denver 
Herald, was selected by national film journalist
Herb Kane as the Eighth Best Film Critic of 2003
in a league with critics like Roger Ebert (www.crit-
icdoctor.com). Writing under “The Reel Deal,” Sells
emphasizes positive aspects of film and encour-
ages the viewing of independent and international
films. “The indies and foreign films take the big
risks and go out of their way to affect you.” His
criticism appears in syndication nationwide. Sells
runs his own multimedia company, HFMedia,
which produced its first short film, Forever. Sells
also works for a small software development com-
pany in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. He
lives with his two biggest critics: his lovely fiancée,
Kristine, and his faithful feline, Seven.

Stacy Spring, ’98 B.A., passed the C.P.A. exam 
in February 2003.

Rick Twombley, ’99 B.P.A. in dance, was chosen 
to perform in the Actors Fund Benefit in Los
Angeles, Calif., as backup to Carol Channing, Liza
Minelli, and other stars. He was also cast in the
L.A. production of Le Cage Aux Folles, supervised
by famed composer/lyricist Jerry Herman.

Tom D. Walker, ’98 M.B.A., serves as executive
vice president and chief operating officer of the
Oklahoma Technology Commercialization
Center, which helps develop Oklahoma-based
start-up companies.  

Alison Roller Woerner, ’99 B.P.A. in dance
received a Bronze Medal for choreography at the
Jazz Dance World Congress 2003. She also
teaches with The Rockette® Experience at Radio
City Music Hall in New York City.

1980s
Leroy Bridges, ’81 B.S., has been appointed to the
Oklahoma Centennial Commission. Bridges has
been an active civic leader in Oklahoma for more
than twenty-five years, including: cofounder, Red
Earth; director, OU Political Communication Center;
member, OU President’s Associate Council; chair,
Oklahoma State Cultural Diversity and Economic
Development Committee; former president,
Oklahoma City University Alumni Association; volun-
teer, OCU Partners in Progress; and former presi-
dent, North Oklahoma Rotary Club.

Mike Jackson, ’87 B.S., is vice president of First
United Bank in Ada, Okla.

Lou C. Kerr, ’86 B.S. and ’91 hon. D.H.L.,
received a 2004 Byliners Award from the
Oklahoma City chapter of the Association of
Women in Communications.

Stacey Logan, ’85 B.M., starred as Roxie Hart
alongside Deborah Gibson in Lyric Theatre’s 2003
production of Chicago. Logan was inducted into
the university’s Performance Hall of Honor in 1998.

Robert Lane McCollum, ’88 B.S.B., married
Jennifer Elliott James of Oklahoma City in May 2003
in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma State Capitol
Building. McCollum is a financial consultant at First
National Bank and Trust, Chickasha, Okla.

Krizzo Meadows, ’84 B.S.B. and ’86 M.B.A., was a 
featured speaker at Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Enid to commemorate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

1970s
Jeffry Thomas Rucker, ’78 B.S., is human
resources director-lumber for Weyerhaeuser
Company in Federal Way, Wash., employing 8,000.
His daughter, Michele, was named All-League
Third Base in fast-pitch softball and is consid-
ering attending Oklahoma City University in
2005.

Tom Spencer, ’78 B.S., is director of the Oklahoma
Public Employees Retirement System.  He was for-
merly general counsel for Governor Brad Henry.

Sandra D. Thompson, ’75 B.M., was listed in Who’s
Who Among America’s Teachers and in the January
2003 Outstanding Young Women of America.

1960s
Samuel C. Black, ’69 B.A., has moved to Duluth,
Minn., where he teaches writing at the College of
St. Scholastica, performs in chamber concerts, and
reviews concerts for the Duluth News-Tribune.

David A. Cross, ’64 B.A., retired from the United 
States Air Force Reserve, having served twelve years,
and after serving nine years in the United States
Navy on active duty in the 1960s and 1970s. Cross is
a physician, board certified in anesthesiology and
critical care medicine, and works at Scott and White
Memorial Hospital and Clinic in Temple, Tex. He was
one of the original Great Plan Scholars of 1960.

Ellen Margaret Higley Esquilin, ’65 B.A., 
graduated from Central Missouri State at
Warrensburg, Mo., with an M.S. in aviation man-

agement safety. In May 2003 she was promoted
to senior human resources specialist for the City
of Kansas City, Mo., aviation department.

Jane Jayroe Gamble, ‘69 B.M., has been named 
a trustee for the Oklahoma City Community
Foundation. She is also the official national
spokesperson for the Oklahoma City University
Centennial.

Anthony Howard, ’68 B.S.B., lost his hearing at 
the age of thirty-eight; subsequently, he and his
partner co-founded Oklahoma City’s Advanced
Financial Concepts. He is also a board member
for Self Help for the Hard of Hearing and a mem-
ber of the Oklahoma Licensure Board for
Audiologist and Speech Pathologists.

Phyllis Larsen, ’69 B.A. in English, co-founded 
Write Communications, Inc., and serves as its
president. The company provides employee bene-
fit, human resources, and general communica-
tions services to corporations, and is a tenant of
Pioneer Technology Center’s business incubator
in Ponca City, Okla. Larsen retired from Conoco,
where she managed national employee benefits
communications and international compensation
program communications.

Pam Shdeed, ’67 B.A., was present-
ed the 2004 Distinguished
Philanthropist Award by the
Societies of Oklahoma City
University.

1950s
Bobbie McBride Burk, ’52 B.M., received the
Dorothy Whinery Special Leadership Award at
the 2003 Centennial Convention of Sigma Alpha
Iota, international music fraternity. The Whitney
Award is the most prestigious honor conferred
by the fraternity’s National Executive Board and
has been given only nine times in fifty-six yeas.
Burk was initiated in Alpha Zeta Chapter at
Oklahoma City University. She has held many
local, state, and national offices in the fraternity,
including province president of Missouri, nation-
al vice president for ritual and fraternity educa-
tion, and national archivist.

Marian P. Opala, ’57 B.S.B., ’81
hon. D.L.L., vice chief justice of the
Supreme Court of Oklahoma, was
named the Oklahoma Foundation
for Excellence Distinguished
Trustee for 2003 during the
foundation’s annual meeting
in September.
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University alumni
O.R. Anderson, ’50 Bachelor of Science

Loys Mae Ballard, ’67 Master of Arts

Harrison “Dean” Beasley, ’60 Bachelor of
Science in Business

Charlie Beaston Jr., ’53

Billie David Berger, ’60 Bachelor of Science

Joseph Wade Black, ’45 Bachelor of Science
in Business

Kenneth Brinkley, ’48 Bachelor of Science

David A. Cain, ’67 Bachelor of Science

Judge Alan Jay Couch, ’63 Juris Doctor

Evelyn W. Cruz, ’93 Master of 
Criminal Justice Administration

Elmer J. Drabek, ’61 Bachelor of Science

Enoch Elms, ’01, staff accompanist for the
Wanda L. Bass School of Music (To learn more
about a memorial benefit being organized by
Enoch’s friends, e-mail geskridge1@cox.net.)

G. Stanley Ephraim, ’58 Bachelor of Science

Larry Joe Faulkner, ’64 Bachelor of Science

Roy C. Harris, ’37

Victor Gerald Hill Jr., ’65 Bachelor of Science
in Business, ’69 Juris Doctor

Charles V. Howard, ’99 Master of Business
Administration 

Rev. James R.H. Kilpatrick, ’55 Bachelor of Arts

Hon. Keith Leftwich, ’96 Bachelor of Science

Clay Patrick Lynch, ’68 Master of 
Business Admission 

Douglas R. Martin, ’70 Bachelor of Music

H. William “Bill” McAboy, ’59 Bachelor of Arts

Rev. Lester Meyer, ’71 hon. Doctor of Divinity

William A. “Bill” Morris, ’51 Bachelor of Music

Mildred M. Pendleton, ’28 Bachelor of Arts

Thurman Richardson, ’50 Bachelor of Science

Wanda H. Roberts, ’54 Bachelor of Arts

Joe Singer, ’50 Bachelor of Science in Business

Robert H. Smith, ’57 Bachelor of Science, 
’64 Juris Doctor

Lora Bell Denniston Stoneking, ’93 Bachelor
of Arts

Roland Lee Taylor, ’62 Bachelor of Science
in Business 

Patricia Sue Shields Johnston Thomas,
’88 Master of Arts in Teaching

Michael Dee Wehba, ’90 Juris Doctor

Michael Andrew Whitley, ’76 Master of
Business Administration

Mark N. Whitney, ’76 Bachelor of Arts

Friends of the university
Yetta Lucille Prentice, Societies of Oklahoma
City University member

Margaret A. Thornton, scholarship donor

Byron A. Wolfe

Copy on this page is based on information
received by university relations on or
before March 1, 2004.

In Memoriam

Dr. Donald O’Connor
’00 honorary Doctor of
Performing Arts in 
American Dance

According to reports, among
O’Connor’s last words was the following

quip: “I’d like to thank the academy for
the lifetime achievement award that I
will eventually get.”

“Donald O’Connor inspired
generations of dancers world-
wide. Many of our students
over the past twenty-three
years were introduced to
American dance through his
performances in MGM
motion picture musicals

and then chose to pursue dance for the
entertainment industry as a career. It was a great
honor for us to have our former and current students
meet O’Connor when he visited campus and attended 

our performances. He was an ardent fan of our
dancers and loved to see them perform.”

– John Bedford, dean, School of 
American Dance and Arts Management

Dr. Robert S. Kerr Jr.
’73 honorary Doctor of Law Letters

The memorial service for Robert S. Kerr
Jr. was held on February 4 in the Bishop
W. Angie Smith Chapel on campus. Kerr
was a member of Nichols Hills United
Methodist Church. A strong supporter of
the university, he chaired the Board of
Trustees from 1987 to 1992 and served as

a board member emeritus until his death. In 1994 the university
honored him with its Distinguished Service Award.

“Bob Kerr was a great Oklahoman, and a great friend of
Oklahoma City University. One of our most valued ser-
vant-leaders, he was a true gentleman, and his strength
and leadership will be sorely missed.”

– President Tom J. McDaniel.
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The Secret Garden  September 24-26, 2004
Based on the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden tells the story of an orphaned girl who
discovers a neglected garden. By nursing the garden back to life, she restores hope to her grieving family. The
musical and its cast earned two Tony Awards

®
in 1991. This first show of the season coincides with our offi-

cial Celebration of the Century on campus. (Kirkpatrick Auditorium)

The Fantasticks  October 14-17, 2004
The longest-running musical ever, The Fantasticks ended its run in 2002 after forty-two years off-
Broadway. Best known for the song, Try to Remember, the show portrays two fathers who instigate a
mock feud so their children will defy them and fall in love. (Burg Theater)

(Burg Theater)
Hansel and Gretel  November 19-21, 2004
This storybook production of the German fairy tale is performed in English, with a magic world of woodland
sprites and candy dreams underscored by Engelbert Humperdink’s dramatic music. (Kirkpatrick Auditorium)

The Magic Flute (Die Zauberflote)  February 18-20, 2005
Just before his death, Mozart composed music for this story of true love in the face of adversity. Triumphing
though a series of magical ordeals, the lovers reunite as the forces of light banish the darkness and the magic
flute carries the final melody. It is among the most popular operas ever written. (Kirkpatrick Auditorium)

(Kirkpatrick Auditorium)
The Medium*  April 1-3, 2005
Gian Carlo Menotti wrote the music and libretto for this tale of a woman who becomes trapped between
reality and the supernatural. After years of cheating customers who try to communicate with dead loved
ones, something unexpected happens – with tragic results. (Margaret E. Petree Recital Hall)
* Spotlight show – all the usual talent and excitement, minimal costumes and sets

(Margaret E. Petree Recital Hall)
Seussical the Musical April 22-24, 2005
Seussical, which premiered on Broadway in 2000, is a colorful musical medley performed by characters from
the stories of Dr. Seuss. Written by the Tony Award®-winning team of Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens, its
imaginative staging showcases energetic performances of tunes ranging from ballads to calypso to ragtime.
(Kirkpatrick Auditorium)
(Kirkpatrick Theater)

WANDA L. BASS SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Directed by Dr. David Herendeen

Our Fifty-third Season
For individual and season tickets or more 

information, including discounts, call the box office at 
(405) 521-5227 or (800) 633-7242, ext. 5227.

All productions are at the Kirkpatrick Fine Arts Center on campus. 
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Yes, but is it art?
(photograph by Ashley Griffith)
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