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The Wilderness Act 

has Reached the 

Ripe Old Age of Fifty! 

Although the   

Wichita Mountain 

area was designat-

ed a Forest Pre-

serve in 1901 and a 

Game Sanctuary in 

1905, it wasn’t until 

1970 that the desig-

nation of Wilder-

ness was conferred 

on its 8,570 acres.  

These acres are 

split into two units: the North Mountain Wilderness unit in the north and the Charons Garden Wilder-

ness Unit in the southwest corner which is open to the public.  Along with elk, deer, and longhorn 

cattle, there are approximately 650 bison roaming the open range.  This area is managed by the 

Fish and Wildlife Service. 

There are three designated 

wildernesses in Oklahoma.   

Wichita Mountain 

Wilderness 

Upper Kiamichi River 

Wilderness 

Black Fork Mountain 

Wilderness 

From Potager: Hiking in the Wichita Mountains 

The 9,754 acres of the Upper 

Kiamichi River Wilderness 

bounded by the Talimena Sce-

nic Byway on the north, the Ar-

kansas border on the east, the 

Kiamichi powerline on the 

west, and the Ouachita Nation-

al Recretional Trail trailhead to 

the south, was designated in 

1988.  The wilderness actually 

contains about 57 miles of the  

Ouachita Trail. 

Coverstory continued on Page 3 

From www.oklavision.tv.  Check it out! 

http://www.oklavision.tv
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 Not an Endorsement , but ... 

Quiz!  Quiz!  Quiz! 
What do you call a swarm of male 

gnats?  Hint:  It is appropriate for the 

end of this month. 

You will find the answer on Page 7. 

October is National 

Neighborwoods Month. 

No, that’s not a typo 

 — it really is Neighborwoods.   
 

 

http://neighborwoodsmonth.org/ 

 

From the Alliance for Community Trees, this is the 10th 

Annual Campaign.  Celebrate! 

mailto:blandon@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://neighborwoodsmonth.org/
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The Black Fork Mountain Wilderness (est. 1984) is possibly 

the least known of the three wilderness areas in Oklahoma.  

Its 13,139 acres straddle the border between Oklahoma and 

Arkansas in the heart of the Ouachita National Forest with 

US Highway 270 skirting its southern border.  There are no 

easily-navigable trails on the Oklahoma side, but there is a 

six-mile-long maintained ridge trail on the Arkansas side.    

Information for this article is from Wilderness.net, a 

website sponsored by the University of Montana. 

Wilderness: From Page 1 

Black Form Mountain Ridge (the dotted line is 

the Oklahoma-Arkansas border) 

Trailhead on the Arkansas side. 

The Oklahoma Native Plant Society is hosting its Meeting at the Chandler Park near Tulsa at 6500 

W. 21st St., Tulsa, OK on Saturday, October 11. 

 

Local botanizing field trips will highlight the abundant native plant life of northeast Oklahoma. A 

presentation regarding the “Tree For All” project and annual membership meeting will top off the 

day’s activities. 

 

Adequate time will be allowed for everyone to enjoy the varied experiences available. There will al-

so be a drawing for door prizes at the close of the membership meeting. 

http://www.oknativeplants.org/annual meeting14.html
http://www.parks.tulsacounty.org/parks.aspx?page=chandler
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OKRA’s 2014 Oklahoma Recycling Conference 
 

Increasing Diversion: Events, Offices, Rural Areas 
Thursday, October 09, 2014 

Nigh Center, University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond 
New location this year! 

  

 Keynote Speakers: 
Mark Lichtenstein, President of the National Recycling Coalition 

Moving Forward on National Diversion Rates 

Rachel Hering, Cooperative Teamwork for Recycling Assistance 

Cooperative Infrastructure & Marketing for Recycling in Rural Areas 

 

Conference Topics 
 

Oklahoma Outlook, Commercial-Scale Composting, Event Recycling, Composting Food Waste, 
Office Recycling, State Agency Recycling & Data Collection, Bin Loan Programs, 

EPA’s Food Recovery Challenge, Managing Recycling Volunteers, 
City of Oklahoma City Office Recycling Program, 

50 Shades of Green, and more, including an Expert Q&A Session 
 
 

Tours 
 

University of Central Oklahoma – Recycling & Sustainability Programs 
Minnick Materials – Commercial-Scale Composting Facility 

 

Click Here for Online Registration 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/oklahoma-recycling-conference-increasing-diversion-events-offices-rural-areas-tickets-12744445981
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
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Has a new and different insect moved into your neighborhood?  Is that 

insect chomping down on some of the vegetables you have worked so 

hard to grow?  Have you googled this insect, run it through a dichoto-

mous key and you still don’t know what kind of insect it is? 

 Digital Diagnostics @ OSU  

The lab offers a no-cost Internet based identification service (Plant Di-

agnostics Information System – PDIS), which utilizes digital images in 

lieu of mail-in samples. Many county Cooperative Extension Offices 

have the necessary digital imaging equipment and are trained to assist 

you (the nearest office can be found under County Government in your 

local phone book). The goal of PDIDL is to achieve a turnaround time 

of less than one day for responses to diagnostic requests. Many sam-

ples, especially insects, can be handled in as little as one hour or less.  

For those individuals requesting a simple diagnosis, please e-mail im-

ages to: entoman@okstate.edu or sickplants@okstate.edu. We will 

respond to your request as quickly as possible.  

Mission Statement:  The primary mission of the Plant Disease and Insect Diagnostic Laboratory (PDIDL) is to provide residents in the 

State of Oklahoma with accurate diagnoses of plant diseases and insect pests and to make recommendations for their control. The 

PDIDL operates throughout the year to provide plant disease and insect identification services to extension agents, individuals, con-

sultants, and commercial producers. The lab employs a full time plant disease diagnostician, Jennifer Olson, and an insect diagnosti-

cian and Director, Dr. Richard Grantham. A variety of techniques, from nematode extraction to wet culturing to ELISA tests for viruses, 

are used in the lab to make accurate plant disease determinations.  

For a downloadable brochure click on:  http://entoplp.okstate.edu/pdf/L-220.pdf  

NOTE:  There are fees for samples requiring extensive testing. 

The Green Apple Day of Service gives parents, teachers, 
students, companies and local organizations the opportunity 
to transform all schools into healthy, safe and productive 
learning environments through local service projects. Be 
sure to check out project ideas, pick up helpful event re-
sources, read about last year's impact, find an event in your 
area.  The Green Apple Day of Service was on September 
27th this year, but the events can be planned for anytime.  
Come out and support this one. 

“Planting gardens, painting murals 

and installing rain barrels” 

 — How can you help?  

http://entoplp.okstate.edu/pdf/L-220.pdf
http://www.mygreenapple.org/projects
http://www.mygreenapple.org/resources
http://www.mygreenapple.org/resources
http://mygreenapple.org/sites/default/files/USGBC_DayOfService2013Infographic_v7.pdf
http://service.mygreenapple.org/page/event/search_simple
http://service.mygreenapple.org/page/event/search_simple
http://okgreenschools.org/index
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Oklahoma Ornithological Society 

2014 Fall Meeting 
October 10–12 

Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK 
 

Welcome back to Stillwater for the Fall Meeting of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society! 

 

You are cordially invited to the fall 2014 technical meeting of the OOS at Oklahoma State Uni-

versity in Stillwater.   Registration  will  begin  Friday afternoon from 5--7 at Ag Hall on the OSU 

campus, followed by sharing of members’ bird photos of 2014 (limit 10/photographer). Bring your 

10 best/worst/most interesting digital photos and we will ooh and aah over them. Saturday 

morning will feature two birding field trips (one specifically for beginners). Saturday afternoon 

will feature our annual business meeting for OOS members followed by scientific presenta-

tions on avian research. The weekend will conclude with a field trip Sunday morning. 

Banquet Speaker: We  are 
pleased this year to  host as our

banquet speaker Dr. Scott Loss, 
Assistant Professor in the depart-

ment of Natural Resource Ecology 

and Management  at OSU. Scott 

joined our faculty in 2013 following 

a post--‐doctoral fellowship at the 

Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center 

where he conducted groundbreak-

ing work on sources of mortality 

affecting wild birds. His work has 

been cited more than 600 times in 

the peer--‐reviewed literature, and 

has been featured many hundreds

of times in national and internation-

al news outlets. 

For  our  banquet  presentation,  Scott  will  present  A  Comparison  of  Different  Sources  of  

Accidental Human-Caused Bird Mortality in the US. 

Field trip locations for the 2014 meeting: 

Lake Carl Blackwell: http://lcb.okstate.edu/ 

OSU  Botanic  Garden:  http://www.osubotanicalgarden.okstate.edu/ 

Boomer  Lake:   http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.685 

On Saturday afternoon, we will reconvene after the field trips at the Wes Watkins Center on 
the OSU campus. Registration will again be open by 1:30 pm, at which time our Silent Auction 
will begin. Please bring items for the Silent Auction! Come ready to bid, pick up neat bird-related 
items, and know that your money will benefit the OOS. Sunday morning will include an optional 
birding trip or you can bird your way (safely!) home.   We hope that you can encourage others 
to attend, whether OOS members, students, professionals, professors, amateurs, and new faces.  
See you there and bring a friend! 

Note: On-site registration is available, but 

 this will not include the banquet. 



7 

http://www.projectwet.org/sites/default/files/

content/documents/conservewater_edc.pdf 

33 Ways 

To Conserve Water  

Download this complimentary 
resource from the Project WET Foundation web-
site today and start saving water now! Print and 
hang in classrooms, board rooms, staff rooms, 
break rooms and bathrooms or share digitally 
with friends and colleagues by sharing it on so-
cial media. 

Click on this site.  

Check it out! 

Download 

 Now 

http://www.projectwet.org/sites/default/files/content/documents/conservewater_edc.pdf
http://www.projectwet.org/sites/default/files/content/documents/conservewater_edc.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pdQfDv28Mmoz28fRd7h5JsZddPTbZ90TERSWLLJodkh0o1SQzQhtVFUnFzkd8n14ZEFvwSd2qztrSjNpcbm0rUdJh7NrQff-EjR5gJ-RH02E9yApG2snYUS51P5Rb00NKgR8Pk4pK4E-lzB9a2H1BK3Esr4ieYvHRVtGkjfYl0503XKR4U2-vbEj1cBbxTMMRKN0uh0pCWWKKpQzw_98_z5sHoSzsN_B-GVh
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Click here to download: 

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/search/apachesolr_search/mask 

Gypsy Moth Mask 

Be Unique! 

Go Trick-or-Treating 
as your favorite insect! 

(or invasive species)  
 

Free Masks To Download 

and Make for Halloween! 

The Real Gypsy Moth 

Walnut Twig Beetle Mask 

The Real Walnut Twig Beetle 

Asian Longhorned Beetle Mask And much more! 
The Real Asian Longhorned Beetle 

The answer to the Quiz!  Quiz!  Quiz! Is: 

A swarm of male gnats is a ghost. 

Boo!! 

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/search/apachesolr_search/mask


9 

Newly Added:  November 8th Oxley Nature Center in Tulsa, 9am-4pm 

Incorporate PLT activities 
into your Girl Scout , Boys 
and Girls Club, or church 
activities. 

Learn how to use the award-

winning international envi-

ronmental activities. 

So much fun the kids won’t 

even know they’re learning. 
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In the beginning, Cat and Dog agreed to divide 
up the work of serving their human master. Dog 
would work outside, Cat would work inside. 
They wrote up a contract, signed it with their 
pawprints, and stored it safely in the attic. 
 
After a while, Dog got tired of guard duty in all 
weathers while Cat lounged around indoors. 
"Show me that contract!" Dog demanded. 
 
Cat searched the attic for it but found just a 
mess of paper fluff. A family of mice had shred-
ded it with their sharp teeth to build a nest! 

 
Cat was so angry that she hunted down all the mice she could catch. But she had to return to Dog with no contract. 
 
Dog was so annoyed that he gave her a rough shake. 
 
Ever since then, whenever dogs see a cat they ask about the contract and chase the cat because she can't pro-
duce it. And cats, blaming mice for the loss of dogs' friendship, hunt them down at every chance. 
 
Folktale Source: "The Dog, the Cat, and the Mouse" 
M. Gaster, Rumanian Bird and Beast Stories 
(London: Folk-Lore Society, 1915), no. 66, pp. 208-209. 
Aarne-Thompson-Uther type 200. 
 
 
 
The Arizona Humane Society has found a way to solve a local problem with "feral" cats--domestic cats that had 
gone wild, living on their own for generations. Around Phoenix AZ, hungry feral cats became a threat to all creep-
ing and flying creatures. Although thousands were trapped and brought to the Society to be spayed or neutered, 
they didn't make good housepets, so very few of them got adopted. They couldn't just be turned loose at random. 
What to do? 
 
This spring the Society started a Working Cats Program. They send pairs of vaccinated, microchipped, spayed/
neutered formerly feral cats to hunt mice and rats on Arizona farms and ranches around Phoenix. The cats provide 
a non-toxic alternative to poison pest control, in return for safe shelter, supplemental food as needed, and water. 
 
Pairs of the Humane Society's feral cats are delivered in a large mesh crate with food, bedding, and litter box. After 
three weeks to get used to their new home base in a barn or shed, they're let out. The crate is picked up by the 
Society and the cats get to work. 
 
"I don't have one mouse on the property. Those kitties, they keep up with everything," said Jackie Urbanski, a De-
sert Hills farmer with two cats from the program, Sammy and Sassypants. 
 
The Arizona Humane Society has already placed 85 working cats with grateful farmers and ranchers. Communities 
nationwide, whose work with feral cats has been limited to "trap, spay/neuter, and release," are inquiring how they, 
too, can make constructive use of cats' ongoing war with mice and rats. 
 
Fact source: http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2014/08/04/arizona-humane-
society-working-cats-program/13582597/ 
 
Read more about it:  http://www.azhumane.org/adopt-a-pet/working-cats-program/ 

From:  http://transcister.wordpress.com 

Working 

 Cats 

Why do cats attack mice? Many fanciful 
tales worldwide "explain" how they became 
enemies. Here is one, from Rumania: 

From The Earthteller, 

Fran Stallings 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2014/08/04/arizona-humane-society-working-cats-program/13582597/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2014/08/04/arizona-humane-society-working-cats-program/13582597/
http://www.azhumane.org/adopt-a-pet/working-cats-program/
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10301 South Sunnylane Road 

405-814-0006 

http://

www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  

On February 23, 2013 The EnvironMentor 

dipped a toe into social media.  We made 

this decision because, at this time, there 

are two to three months between issues of 

the Newsletter.  During this past gap an im-

portant event had an application deadline of 

April 1st so an announcement went out 

from Facebook.  We won’t bother you with 

anything trivial, so … 

“Like” The Environmentor on 

Facebook!!  

QUIKList Oklahoma 
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

http://bluethumbok.com/  

 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association 

ok.bluethumb.association@gmail.com 

 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

http://www.okgreenschools.org/  

 

Oklahoma Master Naturalists 

http://okmasternaturalist.org/ 

 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 

http://oknativeplants.org/ 

  

Oklahoma Recycling Association (OKRA) 

http://www.recycleok.org/okra/  

 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) 

http://www.plt.org/  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-

tree  
 

 

As with all hyperlinks in The EnvironMentor 

Newsletter, these are clickable. 

 

Do you know an environmental group in Okla-

homa that should be listed.  Send that infor-

mation to:  

environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Project WET 

 (Water Education for Teachers) 

http://projectwet.org/  

http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/

oklahoma_conservation_commission/  
 

Project WILD 

http://www.projectwild.org/  

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://bluethumbok.com/
mailto:ok.bluethumb.associaton@gmail.com
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
http://okmasternaturalist.org/
http://oknativeplants.org/
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
http://www.plt.org/
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
http://projectwet.org/
http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/oklahoma_conservation_commission/
http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/oklahoma_conservation_commission/
http://www.projectwild.org/
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To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor 
 

 
 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu

