
  

 

☼ 17,000 acres in the Cookson Hills in the 

western edge of the Boston Mountains 

and the southwestern fringe of the 

Ozark Plateau.  All of this is in North-

east Oklahoma. 

☼  As a gift to The Nature Conservancy in 

2000 from the J. T. Nickel family, it is 

the largest area of private protection in 

the Ozarks. 

☼ Exit Tahlequah on the east side on 

Highway 62.  At Highway 10 turn north 

following the Illinois River to Eagle Bluff.  

Turn east on a gravel/dirt road.  Snake 

first to the right and then to the left onto 

county road E0685 
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We celebrate Earth Day, but it is 

quickly becoming Earth Month.  

Let’s work toward Earth Year. 

Here is a place 

in Oklahoma about which you may be unaware: 

☼ Two trails leave from the Headquarters Building: the Savanna Trail and the Pine Ridge Trail (both 1.5 

miles in length).  An extensive brochure about the trails can be found at 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/oklahoma/placesweprotect/oklahoma-

nickel-preserve-trails.pdf 

☼ The Wetland Trail (0.5 miles in length) trailhead is along county road E0685. 

☼ See two slide shows of the geography, the flora, and the fauna: 

 http://okhikes.blogspot.com/2009/02/jt-nickel-wildlife-preserve.html 

http://gregdisch.photoshelter.com/gallery/JT-Nickels-Preserve/G0000xtxS1mzRJDA/C0000P5.c20BxSEU 

☼ For two blogs about hiking in the Preserve see: 

 http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=167824 

http://cklewie.typepad.com/perceptions/2011/07/jt-nickel-family-nature-and-wildlife-preserve-.html 

☼ You can see elk, deer, woodpeckers, bald eagles, flickers, wild turkeys, teal, and see a list of the plants on 

the preserve assessed by the Oklahoma Biosurvey at:  

http://www.oklanature.com/jfisher/tnc-ok_jtn_plant_list.pdf 

☼ See two You Tube videos about the Preserve and the work taking place there:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuVnJYQKDNU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZMD-kCX25s 

from tjroberts79 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/oklahoma/placesweprotect/oklahoma-nickel-preserve-trails.pdf
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/oklahoma/placesweprotect/oklahoma-nickel-preserve-trails.pdf
http://okhikes.blogspot.com/2009/02/jt-nickel-wildlife-preserve.html
http://gregdisch.photoshelter.com/gallery/JT-Nickels-Preserve/G0000xtxS1mzRJDA/C0000P5.c20BxSEU
http://www.everytrail.com/view_trip.php?trip_id=167824
http://cklewie.typepad.com/perceptions/2011/07/jt-nickel-family-nature-and-wildlife-preserve-.html
http://www.oklanature.com/jfisher/tnc-ok_jtn_plant_list.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuVnJYQKDNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZMD-kCX25s
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An environmental education newsletter for 
the citizens of Oklahoma sponsored by the 
Department of Biology at Oklahoma City 
University.  Items appearing in this newslet-
ter do not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
endorsement of the sponsoring organization. 
 
Editor: Beth Landon 
 blandon@okcu.edu 

Please send any submissions to  
The EnvironMentor Newsletter 
or The Calendar to: 
Environmentor@okcu.edu 
 
Published bimonthly each year. 
The next deadline is May 20, 2015. 
 
If you wish to receive an email 
announcing when a new issue 
has been uploaded, please send 
an email to Environmentor@okcu.edu. 

Download your EnvironMentor newsletter in 
pdf form from: 
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/ 

Visit The EnvironMentor Calendar at 
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/ 
Regularly updated as information becomes 
available. 
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 Not an Endorsement , but ... 

Quiz!! Quiz!! Quiz!! 

You will leave your week at YEA Camp with new skills, 

a plan to make an impact on issues you care about, self-

confidence through the roof, and an awesome commu-

nity of new friends and mentors to support you for 

years to come!  

yeacamp.org 

This plant is found not only on the J. T. Nickel 

Family Nature and Wildlife Preserve, but many 

places in Oklahoma.  It is valued for its beauty 

and the wildlife that it attracts. 

Hint:  This plant attracts butterflies. 

See the Answer on Page 17.  

mailto:blandon@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://www.yeacamp.org
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EARTH FEST 

Saturday, April 18  1-4 p.m.  FREE 
Eco-friendly fun for the entire family! 
It's a party for the planet during Earth Fest, Martin Park 
Nature Center's annual eco-friendly celebration from 1-4 
p.m. on Saturday, April 18. This free outdoor festival will 
have ecology education exhibits, alternative fuel cars, kids' 
activities, plus family games and other eco-friendly fun. For 
more information, visit okc.gov/parks, or call 405-297-1429. 
No registration required. FREE  
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For information call: 

366-5473 or 292-9731 
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 Come by and meet 

the people who help 

to keep me 

and my habitat 

healthy 
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So let’s get together and 

celebrate the importance 

of trees! Below you will 

find a wealth of infor-

mation—a guidebook to 

help you plan a success-

ful event.  

https://www.arborday.org/celebrate/ 

National Arbor Day 

 April 24, 2015 

https://www.arborday.org/celebrate/
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(Continued on Page 14) 
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(Continued from Page 13) 
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2014 Wrap-Up 

Adventure Book  

Activity Guides  

 

Children, families, teachers, cities, towns, and 
parks are gearing up for this year’s Kids to 
Parks Day (KTP), a nation-wide day of outdoor 
play organized by National Park Trust (NPT) in 
cooperation with a host of local and nation-
al collaborators. This year’s KTP Day will be 
held on Saturday May 16, 2015, the week be-
fore the official start of summer. 

NPT is encouraging children across the coun-

try to explore their neighborhood parks and dis-

cover science, history, nature and adventure 

right around the corner or just across town. Our 

website can help jumpstart your adventure.  

Visit us at kidstoparks.org 

Outdoor Experts  

The answer to the Quiz!  Quiz!  Quiz!: 

is Butterfly Milkweed.  Get your parents’ permission 

to plant some in your yard to attract butterflies 

For more information: 

http://www.oknativeplants.org/wildflowerworkshop.html 

http://parktrust.org/files/Clipboard_Activity_Booklet_2014.pdf
http://parktrust.org/youthprograms/national-kids-to-parks-day/263-kids-to-parks/park-activities/893-boredom-busters
http://parktrust.org/youthprograms/national-kids-to-parks-day
http://parktrust.org/youthprograms/national-kids-to-parks-day/263-kids-to-parks/park-activities/892-kids-to-parks-day-blog
http://www.oknativeplants.org/wildflowerworkshop.html
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World Environment Day 

June 5, 2015 

http://www.unep.org/wed/2015_slogan/ 

It’s time! Once again UNEP seeks to make the biggest global call and mobilization for action on 5 
June, World Environment Day (WED).   
 
The theme for 2015 is how the well-being of humanity, the environment and economies ultimately 
depends on the responsible management of the planet’s natural resources. Evidence is building that 
people are consuming far more natural resources than what the planet can sustainably provide. 
 
Many of the Earth’s ecosystems are nearing critical tipping points of depletion or irreversible change, 
pushed by high population growth and economic development. By 2050, if current consumption and 
production patterns remain the same and with a rising population expected to reach 9.6 billion, we 
will need three planets to sustain our way of life.  

The WED theme this year is therefore "Seven 
Billion Dreams. One Planet. Consume with 
Care." Living within planetary boundaries is the 
most promising strategy for ensuring a healthy 
future. Human prosperity need not cost the 
earth. Living sustainably is about doing more 
and better with less. It is about knowing that ris-
ing rates of natural resource use and the envi-
ronmental impacts that occur are not a neces-
sary by-product of economic growth.  

Hurry!! You can win a trip to Milan, Italy, but  

  you have to act quickly. 

  The entry deadline is April 19, 2015. 

http://www.unep.org/wed/2015_slogan/
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The Youth Environmental Grantmaking program includes: 
 

 20 seed grants of $1000 each made to youth who are involved in grassroots 
      environmental projects 

 Second-round funding of up to $5000 per project offered in Fall 2015 

 Promotional support for certain projects. 

 Capacity building and leadership development training offered through Youth Empowered Action 
Camp. 

 Special priority consideration for projects recommended by the New Leaders Initiative of the 
Earth Island Institute. 

 
The program is open to any individual age 22 and under who is starting up or leading a project con-
cerning an environmental issue anywhere in the world.  We define “environmental issues” as con-
serving, protecting, restoring and/or advocating for the ecosystems upon which our civilization de-
pends. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis starting February 26, 2015 and open until the 
money runs out! 
 
Individuals aged 22 or younger We do not fund established organizations with paid staff. Please 
read our funding guidelines and for more information: 

https://thepollinationproject.org/youth-environmental-grants/# 

 

Thursday, May 28, 2015 

 @ Hackberry Flat WMA, Frederick, OK 

All K-12 educators are invited to spend the day  learning about birds.  This 6-hour workshop will introduce 

you to methods for identifying birds and attracting birds to your schoolyard or outdoor classroom.  You will 

also learn ways to incorporate bird watching into your daily curriculum.  Information on citizen science pro-

grams involving birds will also be shared.  Come prepared to observe a variety of birds in a classroom set-

ting as well as outdoors.  

http://yeacamp.org/
http://yeacamp.org/
http://www.broweryouthawards.org/C:/Users/blandon/Documents/7caaea6f162d922460fe02b0202ea7db
https://thepollinationproject.org/funding-guidelines-for-grants/
https://thepollinationproject.org/youth-environmental-grants/#C:/Users/blandon/Documents/7caaea6f162d922460fe02b0202ea7db
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2) If you see a turtle that is 

crossing the road that has 

not been injured, find a safe 

place to pull over and care-

fully move the turtle off the 

road in the direction he/she 

was traveling. (Do not relo-

cate the turtle to a new area, 

as they are territorial, and 

know where specific re-

sources are within that terri-

tory.)” 

If you haven’t “Liked” The WildCare Foundation 

on Facebook you are missing out on compelling 

pictures, engrossing information, and heart-

warming updates on some of the rescued ani-

mals in Central Oklahoma.  This page is quite 

active.  Below is an example of a posting made 

in the last few weeks.    

A mouse lunch costs $0.80 per mouse. 

A rat lunch costs $4.00 per rat. 

Donations of any amount are welcomed. 

Donations can be mailed to: 
 

WildCare Foundation 

 7601 84th St., Noble, OK 73068 

“Over the past few days, we have admitted several new turtles, all with damaged shells. This new 

patient's treatment will include regular cleaning of the wounds, antibiotics, and pain medication. 

Here are two things you can do to help turtles found in the road: 

1) Keep a box in your car so if you find a turtle that has been hit, you can easily transport him/her to 

your local licensed rehabilitator. 

Come join the WildCare Foundation on 

Facebook for Munch-A-Mouse Mondays.  

This may not seem appetizing to us, but 

most predatory birds and animals like this 

meal just fine. 
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Many Native American nations have "little ta-
les" (that can be told outside of the proper winter 
storytelling season) about opossums' bald pink 
tails. Other animals have beautiful furry tails. 
What happened to opossums'? These tales usu-
ally focus on the consequences of vanity. Here's 
my favorite: 
 

Long long ago, Possum had a beautiful bushy tail covered with the same silvery fur as his body. He 
was so proud of it! He kept it combed clean and fluffed it with his claws. When he walked in the 
woods or prairie, he made sure to wave it behind him so that it gleamed in the sunlight.  
 

But there was another animal even more handsome than Possum: Raccoon. Possum thought, "It's 
that ringed tail of his. His body fur isn't so great--speckled black and tan. Looks dirty to me! But 
those wide black rings on his tail... If I had rings like that on my silvery tail, I would definitely be the 
most handsome animal!" 
 

Possum thought of a plan to find out Raccoon's secret. He dropped by for a visit and pretended to 
be friendly. "Hi, friend Raccoon. Have you heard that the blackberries on the south hill are getting 
ripe? And the crayfish in the creek are delicious." After some small talk like this, Possum said, "You 
know, friend, I've been wondering: how do you raccoons put those black rings on your tails?" 
 

Anyone knows that baby raccoons naturally grow those black rings as their fur grows out. So Rac-
coon thought Possum was joking. Raccoon had a sense of humor too! He replied, "Friend Possum, 
it's easy. What we do is, we twine some rope from the stringy bark of vines. Then we scrape sticky 
pine pitch from the trunks of pine trees, and rub the pitch into the rope. We tie the rope around our 
tails wherever we want to make a black ring. And then we set the pitch on fire! It hurts! but it's worth 
it to be handsome. When the fire goes out, we sit in the creek to cool off our tails. Then we carefully 
dry and fluff out the beautiful black rings." 
 

Possum was so jealous of Raccoon that he believed every word. But he didn't want to let on that he 
planned to copy the raccoons' trick. "Oh, thanks, friend, I've always wondered." Then he cut the visit 
short and hurried out to try this trick himself. 
 

He made the rope, rubbed in the pine pitch, tied the rope around his beautiful silver-furred tail and 
set it on fire. Ouch!! Yow!! It really did hurt! But he was sure the pain was worth it. When he didn't 
hear any more burning noises, he sat in the cool water of the creek. Ah, what relief! He waded onto 
dry land and eagerly reached around for his tail to admire the new black rings.  
 

Oh no! ALL the fur had burnt off, leaving his tail bare, bald, and ugly! He was so shocked that he fell 
over in a faint. And when he woke up again, he slunk off into the bushes so that nobody would see 
his bald tail. 
 
Ever since, they say, opossums avoid daylight and 
mostly come out at night. And when they are startled, 
they "sull" (faint) so that you'll think they are dead and 
leave them alone in their shame.. 

From The Earthteller, 

Fran Stallings 

http://animals-pics.com/tag/possum-wallpaper/ 

O! Beautiful  
Possum 
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Cartoons to the contrary, North American opossums (Didelphis virginiana) do not hang by their pre-
hensile tails! But these tails, and the opposable thumbs on their hind feet, can help them scurry up a 
tree if their toothy hisses don't scare off a predator. And if there's no tree handy, they can fall into a 
comatose state and give off a raunchy stink that might convince the hungry fox or coyote that this 
animal is already long-dead, nasty. You don't want to eat this. 
 
 

And despite their rat-like tails and shapes, North 
American opossums are not rodents but marsupi-
als: they carry their newborns in a pouch, like kan-
garoos! When the babies get big enough to crawl 
out of the pouch, mama opossum carries them on 
her back. They may twine their prehensile tails in 
her fur to help hold on, but that's not strong 
enough as they keep growing. 

 
 
 

Their toothy hiss can be quite scary, but it's all bluff. They won't attack, and in fact they are more re-
sistant to rabies than most other wild critters that live near humans. Another interesting resistance is 
to snake venom. They calmly hunt and dine on poisonous snakes! Their immune systems are being 
studied in hopes of discovering new anti-venins for human snakebite victims. 
 

Furthermore, recent research tells us that opposums contribute in a further way to making the envi-
ronment a little safer for hikers: they love to eat ticks! Scientists found that opposums are "like a 
magnet" to black-legged ticks, which carry Lyme disease. When researchers put the ticks on white-
footed mice, chipmunks, squirrels, opossums, veerys and catbirds, they discovered that the opos-
sums' meticulous cat-like grooming behavior licked off and swallowed 90% of the ticks while the oth-
er animals still crawled with them. They estimate that each opossum can consume up to 5000 ticks 
each season. 
 

With their bald tails and rat-like faces, opossums aren't as cute as white-footed mice or as hand-
some as foxes (which eat a lot of mice, but host ticks in their own fur). However they sweep up a lot 
of ticks in their nightly wanderings, and then get rid of them. We can be grateful that they do their 
part in balancing our ecosystem. 
 

Sources: 
 
Folktale: I have heard different versions told aloud. A Creek version 
  can be found in Natalia Belting's Long-Tailed Bear and 
  Other Indian Legends (Bobbs-Merrill 1961). The Chero
  kees however say that trickster Rabbit had Cricket groom 
  Possum's tail for the big dance--but Cricket shaved off all 
  the fur instead. 
 
Fact tale: http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Robert-Miller- 
  Opossums-killers-of-ticks-5413872.php 

Continued from Page  

from: http://animalia-life.com/opossum.html 

http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Robert-Miller-Opossums-killers-of-ticks-5413872.php
http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Robert-Miller-Opossums-killers-of-ticks-5413872.php
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10301 South Sunnylane Road 

405-814-0006 

http://

www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  

On February 23, 2013 The EnvironMentor 

dipped a toe into social media.  We made 

this decision because, at this time, there 

are two to three months between issues of 

the Newsletter.  During this past gap an im-

portant event had an application deadline of 

April 1st so an announcement went out 

from Facebook.  We won’t bother you with 

anything trivial, so … 

“Like” The Environmentor on 

Facebook!!  

QUIKList Oklahoma 
 

Leopold Education Project 

http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/
lep.shtml 

Type in Oklahoma 
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

http://bluethumbok.com/  
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association 

ok.bluethumb.association@gmail.com 
 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

http://www.okgreenschools.org/  
 

Oklahoma Master Naturalists 

http://okmasternaturalist.org/ 
 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 

http://oknativeplants.org/ 

  

Oklahoma Recycling Association (OKRA) 

http://www.recycleok.org/okra/  
 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) 

http://www.plt.org/  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-

tree  

As with all hyperlinks in The EnvironMentor 

Newsletter, these are clickable. 

 

Do you know an environmental group in Okla-

homa that should be listed.  Send that infor-

mation to:  

environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Project WET 

 (Water Education for Teachers) 

http://projectwet.org/  

http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/

oklahoma_conservation_commission/  
 

Project WILD 

http://www.projectwild.org/  

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://bluethumbok.com/
mailto:ok.bluethumb.associaton@gmail.com
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
http://okmasternaturalist.org/
http://oknativeplants.org/
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
http://www.plt.org/
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
http://projectwet.org/
http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/oklahoma_conservation_commission/
http://projectwet.org/where-we-are/host/oklahoma_conservation_commission/
http://www.projectwild.org/
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To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor 
 

 
 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu

